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INTRODUCTION

“The boys” and | had not long begun our study alyea
American history when we read the diary of Mary Reowdson.
She was a young frontier wife and mother takenigagtom
her Lancaster, Massachusetts home and held foomafy
Indians. Her devotion to God during the ensuingitie and
her prodigious knowledge of the Scriptures imprésse And
our admiration of her deepened as we read of herbleu
repentance for relatively minor offences of henter life (such
as pipe smoking and ingratitude for friends anddrdinary
comforts of home) and of how sincerely she dedataerself
anew to God.

Mary was an exceptionally observant and percepbuag
woman. Her diary, written after she was ransomgdér
husband from the Indians, includes insightful aredadied
descriptions of the Indians’ way of life. One nigthe recorded
how her captors danced wildly in the camp:

“There was [near] by a vacant house (deserted by the English
before, for fear of the Indians). Iasked them whether I might not
lodge in the house that night, to which they answered, "What,
will you love Englishmen still?" This was the dolefulest night that
ever my eyes saw. Oh the roaring, and singing and dancing, and
yelling of those black creatures in the night, which made the place
a lively resemblance of hell.”



As the boys and | were reading that section of NMatary,
we fell into a discussion of how people in our ardttypically
imagine Hell. | pointed out to this small group of
homeschoolers that, as a whole, Western societyisept of
Hell from the time of the Middle Ages actually hiés roots
more in Christian myth than in biblical truth.igtstill true, for
example, that when provoked by doctrines that desg them,
many Christians contemptuously scorn those teashiag
“doctrines from Hell”, or they may respond to ampegally
atrocious deed as having been inspired by “demons Hell”.
And yet, the Bible clearly states that the Devitldns angels
came to earth from heaven, not from Hell (Isa. 24Rev. 12:7-
12).

The notion that anything on earth is from Hellospletely
non-biblical. That idea originated in the mythotarf ancient
Classical culture and was infused into the Wespsythe by
Christian theology and poems, such as Dante Alighie
masterful work;The Divine Comedy

When asked if they would like to read Dant®s/ine
Comedy the boys eagerly accepted the offer. Afterward,
however, | had second thoughts. How could | jyst¥posing
their impressionable young spirits to such a powegodless
myth-maker as Dante before they were establishédeinruth
revealed in the Scriptures? | could not. | wadhe to renege
on my offer to read Dante with them, but | also kribat |
could not foist on them Dante’s powerful, mytholoagivision
of the underworld (and heaven) without first makzegtain that
they possessed a steady plumb line by which toginigwork.
They had to have a sure knowledge of what the Bibleals
about the places Dante would pretend to take th&nat was
the genesis of this study, and as it progressempited to be
more beneficial to us all than | expected; so, wgibod
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confidence in the benefit of the enterprise, wesdsined to
pass along to you what we learned.

It seems odd that the study of Hell and the otiheegpme
places of spiritual damnation could inspire a geathd deep
loving care for others, and yet, that is what weesienced.
How could such a thing be? Holy love is perceigederally to
be such a tender thing, and, by contrast, Hellptaee where
tenderness can only be remembered, never expedience
Nevertheless, this study produced in us a sengedbve and
goodness of God that is always directed toward ntertcuth,
and to our happy surprise, this work proved to loeena story
of God than of Hell.

This study had its roots in the love of God ancesir@ to
attain to the knowledge of His truth, and we fotinat as we
pursued it, the truth bore for us a fuller measfrthe sweet,
peaceful fruit of love and hope for those who wekd what we
have written.

This book, dear Reader, is humbly offered to yothim
love of Christ, as a service to your faith, whicivd always
produces an earnest hope for others’ eternal bigssid peace.

The boys and | greet you and wish for you onlytibst in
Christ Jesus, the Son of God and only Savior ofkimain

John Clark, and “the boys -
Eljjah Claark, laron Nelson, o Josiah Payne.






OUR PURPOSE

Our objective in this study was to find out whag Bible
really says about the abode of the dead so thaaweseparate
fact from fiction. No tradition, no belief, no opon was
immune from critical examination in the light of atrwe would
find in the Bible.

To ancient people, including those of the Bible, #fbode
of the dead seems not to have been quite the fhlatenodern
men imagine it to be. For example, in our cultargisit from
a ghost is generally held to be a “spooky” expexenin the
literature available from the ancient world, howewee do not
typically find that to be the case. The ghost“@rade”) of a
dead person returning to the land of the living wax
necessarily frightful; it was merely a visit fromparson who
dwelt in another realm and in a different form.eTieason the
witch of En-dor screamed when she saw the decqasgtiet
Samuel coming toward her was not that she wasdafrai
ghosts. She screamed because the appearing oéBanealed
the identity of King Saul who was there with herdavho had
decreed that all such witches be put to death (128r8). It
was a fear of the living, not the dead, that magleskhream.

Additionally, it seems obvious that although mastiant
people did not understand Hell to be a fiery platerment,
they still did not view life in Hell as preferalie life on earth.
In Homer’'sOdysseywhen the Greek hero Odysseus made his
famous visit to Hades, his former comrade-in-arAilles,
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told him, “I'd rather be a day-laborer on earth working for a
man of little property, than lord of all the hositthe dead
(Od. 11:489-491!

Achilles had that attitude not because he was being
tormented in eternal flames of damnation; he sinppéferred
to be among the living rather than among the de&ar
Abraham, no mythological character but a man witbldeeen in
Hell over a thousand years when Homer composeddyssey
the words of Jesus in John 8:56 show that Achilsstude
toward life in Hell was a fairly accurate reflectiof Abraham’s.

It should be added here that in the Old Testanteaipnly
word translated as “Hell” is the Hebrew w@teol So, in this
booklet, every reference to “Hell” is from the w@deolif our
guote is from an Old Testament book. For the mpast | will
useSheolinstead of “Hell” when quoting those verses.

There are verses in the Old Testament which adsocia
God'’s fiery wrath with punishment in Hell, so wencat say
that righteous men and women had no clues as ta laha
beyond the grave. But all those verses lack thairfpess of
speech” that we find in Jesus’ parable of the mefl man in
Luke 16. Sitill, even with that lack of clear infieation, no
person in the ancient world, Jew or Gentile, delsioggo to the
place of the dead, for it was believed by all tcabbeunhappy
place. The Psalmist is typical in his feeling abdu*“The
sorrows of death compassed,raed the pains of Sheol got hold
upon mé (Ps. 116:3; cp. 2Sam. 22:6 and Ps. 86:13).

Of course, there were exceptions. One exceptithretaule
of ancient characters not desiring to go to Hels wab, who
begged God to send him 8heolso that he could escape his
earthly agonies (Job 14:13). How horrible mustslebffering
have been for him to plead with God to send hitméoplace to
which almost all the living dreaded to go!
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The attitudes of godly men and women toward thegotd
the dead serve as a beacon for all who are purshengyuth
about life after death. We followed the light dfat beacon
wherever it took us, and where it eventually toskwas to a
better understanding of much more than Hell, fogamed in
our journey a far deeper appreciation for bothldve and the
fear of our God.

Words

There are several Old Testament words translateét, w
varying frequency, as “the Pit” when referringhie place of the
dead. We will examine those words carefully. he New
Testament books, there are three different woedsstated (or
mistranslated) as “Hell”, and we will discuss &ltee of those
words in depth as well.

Finally, | want to mention that in the book of Actke
author, Luke, tells us that during Peter's famoesm®n in
chapter 2, that apostle quoted David, from PsalrhQ.6Now,
Peter would not have even thought to speak Greethiso
multitude of Jews in Jerusalem. Both Peter andd)awnd not
least of all the multitude gathered in Jerusaleamfrmany
nations, spoke a common language — Hebrew. Thexefthen
Peter quoted David’'s Psalm, he used the same Hetoedvfor
Hell that David and those thousands of Jews gathéwe
Pentecost use@heol But Luke translated Peter’'s Hebrew into
a language his readers could understand; thatreekG And
when translating Peter and Davi@keo] Luke used the Greek
word Hades

Luke’s choice ofHadesin translation reveals that the
sophisticated physician Luke understood thades of the
Greeks to be equivalent to tl&heolof the Hebrews. This
knowledge was crucial for us when we studied theda/@f
Jesus concerning the places of the dead.






WHEREISHELL?

Jacob, Hannah, David, Job, Isaiah, Ezekiel, aner gibdly
and wise people of the ancient world referred td & being
“down” from the surface of the earth. God Himseid the
same in Numbers 16:30, as did the Son of God, lbeiidre his
first advent (Ps. 30:3) and while he was here aman{§Vit.
11:23). Jesus told his disciples, in Matthew 12:#@t he
would go down for three days intthe heart of the earthand
his doing so fulfilled the prophecy that he woukkdend into
Hell (Ps. 16:10). It was also revealed to Paul bredore Jesus
ascended into heaven, l#escended into the lower parts of the
earth’ (Eph. 4:9-10).

As might be expected, in those Old Testament soept
where Hell is referred to as “the Pit”, it is ataid to be “down”
from the earth’s surface (Ps. 30:3; 88:4; 143:@yP1:12; Ezek.
32:30). Common sense dictates, when David spdake @it
being dug for the wicked (Ps. 94:13), that the thiggvas in a
downward direction. The Pitis repeatedly saidEbgkiel to be
“in the lower parts of the eartt§26:20; 31:14-18; 32:18), and
David even mentionghe lowest Pit(Ps. 88:6), suggesting that
there are levels within the Pit — a topic whichwit examine.

So, the answer to the question, “Where is Hell#iag Hell
is “down”; that is, underneath the earth’s surfacenewhere in
the heart of the earth.

D N
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WHO IS INCHARGE OFHELL?

All the biblical evidence points to the conclusibat God
is in complete control of Hell. For a start, Sotomsaid, Sheol
and Destruction lie open before therD’ (Prov. 15:11), and
Job said, Sheol is naked before Hirfdob 26:6). Reason tells
us that if Hell is “open and naked” before Godntlive knows
everything that happens there and knows everyomeisivn it,
and that implies control. Butin 1Samuel 2:6, Hamgaettled the
issue when she saidTHe LORD kills, and makes alive He
brings down to Sheol and brings.ug.ater in Israel’s history,
David and Ezekiel were among those who agreediatinah
that God is the one who casts people down into (Rsll 55:23;
Ezek. 31:16).

David made it plain, as Job and Solomon did, freatyone
thinks he can hide from God in Hell, he is badlgtaken. He
wrote in Psalm 139:8,If'| ascend up into Heavelyou are
there if | make my bed in Shediehold you are theré The
Lord Himself said of certain wicked peopléf they dig down
to Sheaglfrom there my hand will take therthey climb up to
Heaven from there | will bring them dowr{Amos 9:2). And
in the last book of the Bible, Jesus declared amnetly, ‘1 hold
the keys of Death and of He(Rev. 1:18). One last bit of
biblical information showing that God’'s power oudell is
absolute is found in Hosea 13:14. There, God medithat at
some time in the future, He will utterly destrogtlawful place.
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Exactly how God will accomplish this mighty featrevealed
only near the end of Revelation.

Surprisingly, the Scriptures do not paint a pictof&atan
as having anything to do with Hell. In fact, vitly all of the
evidence shows that he will never even go thedecording to
Satan’s own words to God (Job 1:7; 2:2), he rnisafming
through the earth and walking around ori itf the Devil was
in Hell, there would be no point in the apostle’arming, ‘Be
sober be vigilant because your adversary the Dea# a
roaring lion, is walking aboutseeking whom he may devour
(1Pet. 5:8). The Bible is consistent in maintagrimat when the
Devil was cast out of Heaven, he was cast ontee#réh, not
into Hell (Rev. 12:7-12), and there is no indicattbat he has
dwelt anywhere else but on earth since the timgdsecast out
of God’s presence. Moreover, at the close ofabes Satan will
still not be cast into Hell but will be cast dirlyanto the Lake
of Fire (Rev. 20:10), which is not Hell but a plan& which
Hell itself will ultimately be cast (Re0:14). Thisis how God
will fulfill His promise to destroy Hell; He will ast it into the
Lake of Fire?

So, the answer to our question, “Who is in chafdgatl?”,
is that God alone is in charge.

__4%%;>__
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WHO GOESDOWN INTO HELL?

First, we find in the Bible the obvious fact thapple have
to die in order to go to Hell Living people do not go there.
This has been the case from the very beginningarapgly, for
God revealed through Ezekiel that people from amdienes
were in Hell (26:20). This requirement of deathonder to
descend into Hell is shown in Revelation 6:8, whided!l is
described adollowing death, not preceding it. It is not
surprising to find David poetically describing deaein’s bones,
scattered around a grave, as lying at the moutHetif (Ps.
141:7). So, the biblical evidence leads us to kmlecthat no
living person can enter into Hell by his own wadlinning, or
power; God must first end a person’s earthly lifel ahen
choose to send that soul into Hell. This bibltcaih proves that
Homer’s story of the hero Odysseus briefly visitigll while
he was still alive is not true; it is a myth.

That having been said, the only way to completakwaer
the question, “Who goes down into Hell?”, is toides the
answer into two periods of time: the time beforeudeascended
into Heaven to offer himself to God for our sinsgdafterwards.

PARADISE AND TORMENT

As strange as it may first sound, the Scripturetearably
maintain that until the New Testament began in Acts the
righteous descended into Hell when they died. bBnésis
37:35, Jacob said, ‘will go down into Sheol unto my son
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mourning” This shows that when Jacob thought his sonplose
was dead, Jacob assumed that (1) Joseph had ganerto
Hell and (2) that he would join Joseph in Hell whendied.
Later in Israel's history, the ailing King Hezekiafept and
cried out, 1 shall go to the gates of Shédlsa. 38:10). In
1Samuel 28:14-15, God brought the righteous prohetuel
up out of Hell to rebuke the backslidden King Sandl to tell
him that he would be killed the next day and th@n him in
Hell. Lastly, in Psalm 16:10, Christ spoke throu@gwid and
declared that God would not leave his soul in Kl Ps. 18:5-
19; Ps. 30:3). This indicates that although Jesasssinless, he
too went down into Hell when he diédSuch verses make it
convincingly clear that the righteous who liveddrefthe time
of Jesus went down into Hell at the moment of themth.

As for the wicked of that same period, Psalm 9:4yss
bluntly, “The wicked shall be turned into Sheol and all the
nations that forget Gall David warned his children that
immorality would take them into the depths of Hélto. 5:3-5;
7:27; 9:18). And Job said, in Job 24:19r6ught and heat
consume the snow waterso doth Sheol those who have
sinned”

In Luke 16:19-31, Jesus told the story of two mmame, a
destitute, righteous beggar, and the other, a twealticked
man. After these two men died, they both foundideves in
Hell. This story from Jesus confirms the Old Testat
information concerning the destination of the reghis and the
unrighteous after death; namely, they all went dawa Hell
when they died. But more than that, Jesus’ sevgals that at
that time, Hell was divided into at least two paRaradise, the
place of comfort for the righteous dead, and Tortytbe place
of punishment for the wicked. Moreover, in higgtbesus also
reveals that there, in the heart of the earthrigideous and the
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wicked could see and talk to each other, althoingly ivere
permanently separated by an uncrossable, wide gulf.

AFTERJESUSASCENDED

So, part of our question, “Who goes into Hell?” bagn
answered, for before the New Testament was instif@l souls
were taken into Hell when they died, both the rglis and the
unrighteous. The righteous were carried by theskn( k.
16:22) into the Paradise portion of Hell, and theked were
cast, also by God’s angels (Mt. 13:41-42; 49-5@jo ithe
portion of Hell called Torment. However, what wed after
Jesus instituted the New Testament is that at tbment of
death, evildoers are still cast into Hell, but tipeight are taken
into the presence of the Lord.

In the ages before the New Testament, as the dgbtsere
dying, they would say, “I am going to be with mytfars” (Gen.
15:15). No dying righteous person who lived befitve New
Testament ever said on his deathbed, “I am goibg teith the
Lord.” Itis only in the New Testament writingsathwe begin
to read statements such aBp‘be absent from the body is to be
present with the Lorfd(2Cor. 5:8, paraphrased). This is a
momentous change for New Testament saints. Ascti@nge
concerning where saints go when they die indidhigsat some
point in salvation history, the Paradise portionH#ll was
removed from underneath the earth and transfeorétéaiven,
“where Christ sits at the right hand of Gb@ut when did that
transfer take place?

Itis only Jesus’ ascension into heaven afterdsgsanrection
from the dead that satisfactorily explains why ttdd
Testament’s description of Hell as a place inhablig both
righteous and unrighteous souls does not carry mierthe
New Testament. Jesus must have transferred Paradcs
Heaven, and of course, along with it, he must hleaesferred
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the righteous who were there. This transfer oaflige seems
to be what Paul was alluding to when he said thenJesus
ascended on high, h&et captivity captive(Eph. 4:8). Paul's
words imply that before Jesus came, righteous mdmamen

in Paradise, though “comforted” by God (Lk. 16:2®)t some
sense of being in captivity. And that would explavhy
Abraham (and others like him in Hell) were so Veappy to see
the day of God's Messiah come (Jn. 8:56). Jesud, sa
“Abraham rejoiced to see my dayd he saw it, and was gldd

This rejoicing on Abraham’s part implies that Abaam
sensed, at least, that part of Jesus’ mission avdsltver him
from the “prison” of having to look continually updhe agony
of multitudes of damned people and to hear thestass cries
for help, some of whom he would have known perdgnal
including, no doubt, some of his own relatives. e THew
Testament is very clear in teaching that Jesusthaig@rice for
the washing away of all sins (if the sinners repdmith those
sins committed before he came to earth and thosendted
afterward. In Paul's discourse on the Jews’ ndeal $avior,
though they had the Law, Paul said that Jesusif&acbrought
about ‘femission of sins that are pagRom. 3:25), and the
author of Hebrews declares that Jesus’ death aadfica
brought about redemption of transgressions that were under
the first testameni9:15).

God certainly forgave transgressions under the bawell
as transgressions committed before the Law wasgiug the
New Testament teaches us that every instance aitieat God
ever showed to repentant men before Jesus camshaas to
them only on the condition of his comihgrhe New Testament
reveals to us that everything depended on Jedusst3esus is
Lord of all. He is the only means of salvation &brpeople,
whether or not they lived on earth before he dithis is why
Abraham and other righteous souls like him in Piasakjoiced
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to see Jesus’ day; they all must have understaidésus was
the key to all their hopes for eternal life, evéthey did not
know exactly how Jesus would go about securing liogee.
The gospel’s claim is that if Jesus had not pa&lghce for
man’s guiltiness before God, then one’ssins would ever have
been washed away, and that there has never beeblatsed
out of God’s book unless it has been blotted ouhbyblood of
the sinless Lamb of God.

FORETOLD

God'’s transfer of Paradise from the heart of thehet®
Heaven was foretold by the prophets, even thouglyith so
many other prophecies about the coming Messiahsetho
wonderful prophecies were not understood, evembsg who
spoke them. Zechariah saidRé€joice greatly, O daughter of
Zion! Shout, O daughter of Jerusalem! Beholdryag is
coming to you! He is just, and having salvatioowly, and
riding upon an ass, and upon a colt, the foal oban. . .. As
for you [this is the Father speaking to the SonjHe blood of
your covenant, have sent forth your prisoners out of the Pit
wherein is no water” (9:9, 11). In Isaiah, too, we find the
Father speaking to the Son:the LORD have called you in
righteousness, and will hold your hand, and wikjeou, and
give you for a covenant of the people, for a lighthe Gentiles,
to open the blind eye$p bring out the prisoners from the
prison, and them that sit in darkness out of the prison house”
(42:6-7).

We also find the Son speaking through Isaiah ofdeoful
things the Father had promised hirhisten, O isles, unto me!
And hearken, you people, from afar! Therb has called me
from the womb; from the bowels of my mother hasrdde
mention of my nameAnd He has made my mouth like a sharp
sword In the shadow of His hand has He hid me and magle
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a polished shaft; in His quiver He has hid me. Alalsaid to
me, You are my servant, O Israel, in whom | wilpheified.

“And He said, It is a light thing that you should tog
servant to raise up the tribes of Jacamd to restore the
preserved of Israel. | will also give you for a light to the
Gentiles, that you may be my salvation unto the @nthe
earth” And then the FatherThus says thedrD, the Redeemer
of Israel, and His Holy One, to him whom man desgiso him
whom the nation abhors, to a servant of rulersgkishall see
and arise; princes also shall worship because efltbrRDwho
is faithful, and the Holy One of Israel, and He lskhhoose you.
Thus says thedrb, In an acceptable time have | heard you, and
in a day of salvation | have helped you, and | pi#serve you
for a covenant of the people. . that you may say to the
prisoners, Go forth! and to them that are in darkness, Show
yourselves’ (excerpts, Isa. 49:1-9).

After Jesus was anointed with power and sent by Bod
“do good and heal all that were oppressed by thelDdw
returned to his hometown of Nazareth. There, enShbbath
day, ‘he went into the synagogue and stood up to read, an
there was handed to him the book of the prophéatsaAnd
when he had opened the book, he found the placetheas
written, The Spirit of the Lord @ is upon me, for thedrDhas
anointed me to preach good tidings unto the meelhas sent
me to bind up the broken-hearted, to proclaim lipao the
captives,and the opening of the prison to them that are
bound” (Lk. 4:16-17; Isa. 61:1).

Everyone in Hell was a prisoner there, whetherarafise
or Torment, but because the righteous had a prdnaseGod
that they would be delivered, they were called s'pniers of
hope” (Zech. 9:12). Those in Torment, being damhead no
hope.
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God is merciful; He will set His prisoners free (P46:7,;
69:33), but there is not a soul that has ever beaprisoner of
Satan’s delusive power whom he has willingly reéeb&p. Isa.
14:17). The release of Hell's prisoners by Jesas \an
expression of the Father’s love and care for igteious and an
indication of the vast difference between our helvEather’s
goodness and the Devil’s cruelty to those undepbisger.

THE WICKED DEAD IN THE NEW TESTAMENT

Surprisingly, hardly a thing is said in the New tBesent
books about where the wicked go when they die wautan
make some deductions based on the Scriptures we Hake
know that Hell still exists because John’s Revelaspeaks of
Hell still in use at the end of the world. At thiemhe, John said,
“Death and Hell delivered up the dead that werdent” This
one verse (Rev. 20:13) is the only explicit refeeem the New
Testament to people being in Hell after Jesus aszkimto
Heaven, but it shows conclusively that (1) peoptia Hell
now just as they were before the New Testamentrbagd (2)
they will be there until the end of this age. Rerimore, since
the Bible thus states that Hulill exist until the end of this age,
and since we know that Jesus took all the righteotisf Hell,
it must be that the dead whom John saw in Hell i;n h
Revelation were only the wicked dead, for theytlhesonly ones
Jesus left down there when he ascended.

So, the final answer to the question, “Who goesrdmto
Hell?”, is that, before Jesus ascended into Hetwaifer his
atoning sacrifice to God, everyone went down in&l hen
they died, either to Paradise or to Torment. Ha@wesince
Jesus transferred Paradise into Heaven, only ttieea@iiwho die
are cast into Hell.

e






21

CAN ANYONE ESCAPEFROM HELL?

Even in the ancient world, men wondered if anyomda
return from the place of the dead. Job ask#da ‘man die,
shall he live again? (Job 14:14). Both Job and Hezekiah
described Hell as having “bars” or “gates” (Job167:Isa.
38:10). (Jesus, too, mentioned the “gates” of (\tl 16:18),
but only as a symbol of the most extreme, thougdiiefu
opposition to God’s Word.) Job knew that, apamrfra mighty
work of God, existence in Hell was a permanent @arg for
he said in 7:9,As the cloud is consumed and vanisheth away,
so he that goeth down to Sheol shall come up ne.méithan,
one of King David’s song leaders from the tribes e¥i, sang
(Ps. 89:48), What man is he that lives and shall not see death?
Shall he deliver his soul from the hand of ShedlRRe expected
answer was “no”.

In Ecclesiastes 3:14, Solomon said that whateverdaes
is eternal and that no man can alter His work.s&ld, 1 know
that whatever God does shall be forever; nothing loa added
to it, nor anything taken from.itAnd God has done it so that
men should fear before Him That being true, and since
sending men into Hell is one of the things God da&sknow
that man can neither alter nor undo it. The witlgsg that a
man can do in response to what God does is toxkat God
will choose to do with him, for whatever God cha®gedo with
any one of us will be forever.
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Still, the ancient righteous hoped in God. Jobef@mple,
knew that God would never forsake those who trust.HHe
said, 1 know that my Redeemer lives and that He shatidstd
the latter day upon the earth; and though aftergkipn worms
destroy this body, yet in my flesh shall | see"Gddb 19:25-
27). Job obviously believed that just as God loaggp to send
men into Hell, so He has power to deliver men fribrand
enough love for the righteous to do so. Much |at@rough
Hosea (13:14), God actually did promise to ransomespeople
from Hell, but long before that, Job already hathfthat it was
possible to be ransomed from the dead, for he prasged (Job
14:13), ‘O that you would hide me away in Sheol, that you
would keep me secret until your wrath be past, yioat would
appoint me a set time, and remember’me!

JESUS ESCAPE

Paul testified of Jesus’ rescue from Hell when hatevthat
before Jesus ascended into Heaven and carriedicapéptive,
he “descended first into the lower parts of the €aftéph. 4:9),
after spending three days there (1Cor. 15:4),g8slesus had
predicted (Mt. 12:40). But Jesus escaped Hell lmeede
trusted God to deliver him. Through David, Cheishfessed to
the Father, You will not leave my soul in Shé@Ps. 16:10).
And in Psalm 49:15, he confidently declaredpt will redeem
my soul from the power of Sheol, for He will reeeme’
Again, in Psalm 86:13, the Son prophetically mgsi in
triumph: “Great is your mercy toward me! You have delivered
my soul from the lowest Shéol

On other occasions, such as Psalm 69:15, we he&udh
of God crying out to the Father, somewhat as heddn the
Garden of Gethsemend:ét not the Pit shut her mouth on rhe!
In Psalm 142:7, he offered another of his many Hamiayers:
“Bring my soul out of prison, that | may praise yoame. The
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righteous shall compass me about, for you will deaintifully
with me” And from Psalm 71:20-21, we are given, longdref
the words were actually spoken, this humble prafethe
Savior, perhaps offered to God from the heart@tidwth during
the three days he was theréol, who have shown me great and
sore troubles, shall bring me to life again frore ttepths of the
earth. You will increase my greatness and conm@&bn every
side” This prayer was fully answered forty days aftesus was
resurrected, when he was taken up into heavenuomre the
Father who had sent him from glory to earth, doato Hell,
and then back up to earth again.

LET sPAUSEA MINUTE TO HONORGOD

It is only right that we study these enlighteninglibal
passages, to search them out diligently and wagjhrmeaning;
at the same time, we must avoid the pitfall of gyiest our
study become merely an academic exercise. Isistealig past
the treasure if we become impressed with our gkuditdig.
Many a celebrated scholar has prided himself orhtlge pile
of excavated earth on his shelves and in his heatkad of
simply being awed and humbled by the love of Gagressed
in the painful labor and ultimate glory of Jesus.

We are loved by God! That glorious truth canopies
everything the Bible has to say, and those who kte\Bible
best ought to feel it most. Too often, howeveat ik not the
case. Let’s not fail to get the point as we lggw things about
Hell, in particular, the fact that Jesus sufferad died to save
us from that awful place.

The central point of our learning should always tbe
imitate the life of Christ Jesus becauseadhe point. He is
“the way, the truth, and the life When we truly understand
life, we love Jesus and bow in awe at the terrsifering he
endured on earth to bring us eternal life. Andvaieie as well
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the suffering of the Father in Heaven, who res@didimself as
His beloved Son was abused and murdered by wickad m
They both paid a price of incredible, innocent pfon our
salvation. We have hope of eternal life becausethef
willingness of both the Saandthe Father to suffer. We already
mentioned these compelling words of the Father it $bn
through Zechariah:By the blood of your covenant, | have sent
forth your prisoners out of the Pit, wherein iswater.” But all
to often, such scriptures remind us only of thdesufg of the
Son and not of the Father, whootwed the heavehPs. 18:9)
to be close to His Son when his agony was at istgst.
So, we give praise and honor to both the Fathetl@8on
for the pain they endured to bring abos ‘great a salvatian

EVERYONE DELIVERED

As to the question, “Can Anyone Escape From Hetl#,
answer is found in a phrase from Jesud/ith men it is
impossible, but with God nothing is impossibland we have
seen that God did bring Jesus up out of Hell, aaxhbse of
him, God also transferred Paradise and the rigstedo were
in it from Hell into His presence.

That answer notwithstanding, in order to answer the
guestion completely, we must look even furtherimet and
consider the final end of the wicked. AccordingJmhn’s
Revelation, the final destination of those who o in Hell
will be a place far worse than Hell. Here is Jahttéscription
of their dreadful, final judgment from Godb&ath and Hell
delivered up the dead that were in them, and therg yudged
every man according to their works. And Death Hedl were
cast into the Lake of Fire . . The fearful and unbelievingnd
the abominable, and murderers, and whoremongergl an
sorcerers, and idolaters, and all liars, shall haweir part in
the Lake that burns with fire and brimstone, whscthe Second



25

Death’ (Rev. 20:13; 21:8. In the next chapter, we Wekrn
more about the Lake of Fire.)

Incredible as it may seem, the Bible plainly teadhat the
wicked dead will be removed from Hell at the endred age.
And so, we are forced by the Bible’s testimonydaaude that
every person who has ever been in Hell either vall or has
already been, delivered out of it. The ancienhtegus who
were in Hell have already been transferred out bf/iJesus.
The wicked who are there now — both those who Wedten
Torment by Jesus when he transferred Paradise Iffelinto
Heaven and those who have been cast into Hell sivatgime
—will also be “delivered” from Hell, so to spedBut when they
are deliveredbut of Hell, they will be deliverednto a much
worse place: the Lake of Fire.

This last prophecy from the book of Revelation is a
example of what God said He alone can do; that fgleclare
the end from the beginning, and from ancient tithesthings
that are not yet dori€lsa. 46:10). He has been declaring the
end ‘by the mouth of all His holy prophets since theldvor
begari (Acts 3:21), as evidenced by the very ancienggstjon
from Job that Hell is only a place where the wickeglpresently
being preserved by God until the day of destructimi 21:28-
32).

So then, the absurd-sounding but complete answireto
guestion, “Can Anyone Escape From Hell?”, is tivatime,
everyone in Hell will be delivered out of it.

e
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ISHELL THE LAKE OF FIRE?

There are some similarities between the Lake a &ird
Hell. In Luke 16 the rich man in Hell begged Abaahfor a
mere drop of water to cool his tongue, for, he ssaidam
tormented in these flanes(16:24). A condition of
extraordinary, tormenting heat also exist in thé&d af Fire.
The lake is, after all, the “Lake# Fire”. Jesus used the phrase
“weeping and gnashing of teétinly in reference to the Lake
of Fire (Mt. 24:51; Lk. 13:28), but some degreéwéeping and
gnashing of teethis the inconsolable condition of all the
wicked dead, wherever they now are or will be ia tature,
whether in Hell or in the Lake of Fire. So, thesnhobvious
similarity between Hell and the Lake of Fire is #dlement of
fire itself. But beyond this, similarities are few

One of the major differences between these twoegla¢
the damned is suggested by Jesus when he &diillfen of the
kingdom shall be cast out into outer darkna@sshat place shall
be weeping and gnashing of teef{Mt. 8:12; cp. 22:13 and
25:30). With the words, “outer darkness”, the Lprdsents us
with oft-overlooked information about the Lake afe: namely,
it is filled with a fire that burnsvith no light

Unlike Hell, the Lake of Fire is a place of etefraddsolute,
and oppressive darkness. Psalm 49:19 tells ushbatamned
in that place $hall never see ligtit By these things, we know
that the buter darknessand the blackness of darknéssf
which Jesus and Jude spoke (Mt. 22:13; Jude 13¢Beences
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to the Lake of Fire, not to Hell, because in Hed tondemned
can see (Lk. 16:23).

The Lake of Fire burns “with brimstone and fire”.
Brimstone is sulfur, and anyone who has ever hatefufrom
burning sulfur rise up into his nostrils knows thathas a
suffocating effect. This may have been what Resesrreferring
to when he described the eternal place of the ddras& mist
of darkness(2Pet. 2:17), as if the darkness in that plack wi
have a quality of thickness to it. This feeling@sistent with
Jesus’ declaration that the damned will b®dnd hand and
foot’. Concerning the condemned wedding guest, thel Lor
commanded,Bind him hand and foot, and take him away, and
cast him into outer darkness; in that place shelldeeping and
gnashing of teeth(Mt. 22:13). This binding of hands and feet
suggests that in the Lake of Fire there is an atemmd absolute
absence of choice such as has never been knowartim o
that the damned will never be able so much asdogh body
positions and that they will suffer excruciatingirpan the
tormenting blackness forever.

Of course, from the Lake of Fire there will never dny
escape or relief. Unlike Hell, it is the permankatme of the
damned. The wicked will be tormented in the pibthck
flames of God’s wrathday and night for ever and eVdRev.
20:10). It is a place of endless, absolute hopakss and
suffering. It is a place to which no one wantgty and to
which no godly person would want anyone else to go.

So, the answer to our question, “Is Hell The Lakieie?”,
is “No.” Hell is not the Lake of Fire. Hell is wrrifying,
painful holding pen for the wicked dead until theyDof
Judgment. At the Final Judgment, the wicked wWilba taken
out of Hell to be judged, and, after that, they alilbe cast into
the Lake of Fire, along with Hell and Death (Re®.12).



29

ARE THEREDEGREES OFSUFFERING INHELL?

As we have seen, within Hell (th&heol of the Old
Testament) were located both Paradise and TormAecbrding
to Jesus (Lk. 16:23), Paradise was located far@abovment,
for Jesus described the tormented rich man asntifp his
eyes” to see Abraham “at a great distance”. Adaee said,
those in Paradise were not suffering as were timserment;
still, they did not want to stay where they wefEhis ancient
division within Hell itself is the first indicatiothat within it,
there are degrees of discomfort.

Secondly, degrees of torment are suggested bycalbli
phrases such as “the depthsSifeal (Prov. 9:18), or “the
lowestSheal (Ps. 86:13; Deut. 32:22). Jesus plainly revealed
that this is the case by saying, and saying regbatthat it
would be more tolerable for some than for otherth@Day of
Judgment (e.g., Mt. 11:24). The phrase, “moraatle”, tells
us that there are degrees of pain imposed on sijmeghteous
judgment based on each individual’s deeds, in cutjan with
the level of his understanding. Jesus saldhat servant who
knew his lord’s will, and prepared not himself, ther did
according to his will, shall be beaten with manypsis But he
that knew not, and committed things worthy of ssjshall be
beaten with few striped-or unto whomsoever much is given, of
him shall be much requirédLk. 12:47-48).

The Bible consistently maintains that God’'s eternal
judgment of us will be based on our deeds (e.g.5:28-29;
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Rom. 2:5-10). And James cautions his readersmptutsue
positions of authority among the saints, for a tgea
condemnation awaits those who do wrong while ocirgpy
higher places in the kingdom of God (Jas. 3:1), iiSe clear
that just as there are sins that are forgivablesargithat are not
(Mt. 12:31-32), there are also sins worthy of geeptinishment
than others. Jesus, you will remember, told Periilate that
the sin of the Jews (in turning him over to the Ras) was
greater than Pilate’s sin (in holding the Son otiGoisoner).
Jesus also taught that there were some commandofeatxl
that were “weightier” than others (Mt. 23:23). 8&al times,
Jesus stated quite plainly that it would be “mailerable” for
some than for others on the Day of Judgment (etg1M15).

Isaiah 10:4 suggests that when unfaithful leadersng
God’s people have run their ungodly course and, drex) are
consigned to the deepest parts of Hell, below stldro are
there: Woe unto them who decree unrighteous decrees ahd th
write grievousness that they have prescribed. Without me,
they shall bow downnder the prisoners, and they shall fall
under thedain” (Isa. 10:1, 4). In Isaiah’s time, this meant, at
the very least, that false prophets in Israel wbeldast into that
part of Hell which is far beneath the prisonerParadise. But
it also meant much worse than that; that is, theyld/be cast
into a more painful, or “lower” place in Hell thather sinners.
Simply put, Isaiah’s words mean that false teachersng the
saints will receive, as James put theé greater condemnatidn
among the damned (3:1).

So, the answer to the question, “Are There Degudes
Suffering in Hell?”, is a definite “Yes.”
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IN HELL, WHAT CAN PEOPLEDO?

In Psalm 6:5, “the sweet psalmist of Israel” wréta,death
there is no remembrance of you. In Sheol, whogi you
thanks? The word “remembrance” here refers to worshig, b
in using it, David was not suggesting that thoseléfl forget
about God; rather, he was saying there is no worshGod in
Hell. Other verses in the Bible also use “remembe this
way, such as Hebrews 10:3n“those sacrifices, there is a
remembrance made of sins every year

By such Scriptures, the Reader is at first lefthwiihe
impression that in Hell there is no worship of Gadll. That
would certainly be the case if we were speakingy aflthe
worship God ordained in the Old Testament, withaigmal
sacrifices, holy days, circumcision, and water ic$&ag rituals,
etc. obviously, there cannot be any of that kindwairship
offered to God from Hell. But it is equally truleat in Hell,
there is no worship of God such as He has ordamtus New
Testament. Jesus described the only acceptalitedbiNew
Testament worshipTrue worshipers shall worship the Father
in spirit and in truth, for the Father is seekingck to worship
Him. God is a spirit, and those who worship Him musitsiip
in spirit and in truth” Now, there may well be some true
confessions in Hell because everyone in Hell, tileerich man
in Luke 16, is forced to acknowledge their misegadpiritual
condition, but there is no holy Spirit within peeph Hell to
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sanctify their worship, thereby making it acceptatd God
(Rom. 15:16).

Paul taught that Christ living within us is oundpe of
glory” (Col. 1:27). Then, if those in Hell have no ho@#rist
cannot be living within them. If while on eartmyadamned
people belonged to Christ, then in Hell they araples that
have been abandoned by the Spirit of God. Iltababply the
case that such unfaithful saints were abandoneithid\Spirit
before they even died. At any rate, we know theyvathout
the Spirit once they are in Hell itself, for theif8pgives us
hope, and Hell is the home of the hopeless. Thokkell who
refused Christ while on earth never received thet$pall, but
children of God who are cast into Hell at the ehtheir earthly
lives are “reprobate”, as Paul would put it, foriShno longer
dwells within children of God who are reprobate ¢2CL3:5).

From at least the tragic story of Aaron’s two feblsons in
Leviticus 10, and throughout the rest of the Bible are
repeatedly warned that worship is acceptable dnigad’'s
Spirit inspires it (Rom. 15:16); that is, worshgpaicceptable to
God only if it is offered as God wills. Then, ahet reason
there is no acceptable worship in Hell is that Godlonger
communicates His will to the dead. After all, wisathere that
God desires any dead man to do? The land ofvimglis the
only place where there is hope, and thereforeylabab said of
death, There the wicked cease from troubling, and theee th
weary be at rest There the prisoners rest together; they hear
not the voice of the oppressoifhe small and the great are
there, and the slave is free from his mds{@17-19). For
those who have died, all deeds are done, andjtidgment is
set. The wicked man’s degree of torment is alredgrmined,
being based on the deeds he performed while ligmgarth.
Therefore, God does not speak to him. David seetoed
understand this: Unto you will I cry, O lorRDmy rock! Be not
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silent to me; lest if you be silent to me, | bectikeethose who
go down into the Pit(Ps. 28:1).

Prayers on earth that receive no response fromaéma
warning; they are an earthly foretaste of Helltruly godly life
Is characterized by responses from God to one'gepsa(Isa.
58:6-9a; 1Jn.3:22). And such communion with Godams
earthly foretaste of the heavenly world to come.

NoBODY?

Isaiah joined his voice with others concerning vaaatls in
Hell can and cannot do when he said (38:18))€'ol cannot
praise you Death cannot celebrate yguBut this declaration,
repeated by others in the Old Testament, bringsauestion as
to whether this inability to praise God appliecatowho were
in Hell at that time or just to the wicked dead.heforical
guestions about this were asked by David and athBesvid
strongly suggested that to go down into Sheol wagotinto a
dreadful place where God is praised by no one?skim 30:9,
David sang, Shall the dust praise you? Shall it declare your
truth?’ In Psalm 88:10-11, David’s friend Heman askezhall
the dead arise and praise you? Shall your lovindkiess be
declared in Sheol or your faithfulness in destroe® And in
Psalm 115:17, David stated plainlyfHfe dead praise not the
LoRbD, neither any that go down into silent&o, it appears that
neither the righteous nor the unrighteous deadsedaGod in
Sheol

Solomon said, Whatsoever your hand finds to do, do it
with your might, for there is no work, nor deviceor
knowledge, nor wisdom in Sheol where you are daiigcl.
9:10). The curse of God on man after Adam’s sis that he
must labor (Gen. 3:19). In Hell, that is one cursen which
man is released forever, for in Hell there is ramla There are
no occupations or professions, nor philosophicasaentific
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inquiry, nor clever invention, nor even a thoughtt learning
and growing in knowledge. There will be degreesudfering

in Hell, but there is little indication of any othdistinctions
among the damned. Earthly prestige and positidh be
forever lost and will mean nothing. No one willibémidated
or ruled over by anyone else. The earthly kingdefi offered
this greeting to the once feared king of Babylonewte
descended into it:Are you also become weak as we? Are you
become like one of us@sa. 14:10). All his fearsome glory and
power were gone. They were left on earth for sother proud
fool to glory in; there is no such glory in Hell.

To have God, by His Spirit, reaching out to usjingl to
teach us, warn us, correct us, and guide us irhélisess and
truth, is an element of earthly life that is so coom that it is
routinely taken for granted and vastly undervalu@drnal men,
because of covetousness and ignorance of holyshiat after
rare earthly objects rather than humble themsébtvesceive the
free gift of God. God'’s great kindness in pursuisgthe living,
so completely envelopes all mankind that we carewan
imagine what it would be like to live in a place vl He is
altogether and forever silent. But untold milliorzsse
experiencing that fearful reality right now. TheW of God no
longer comes to the wicked dead. It was with Kmamwledge
that Isaiah said to GodThey that go down into the Pit cannot
hope for your truth (38:18). Those seeking to know the truth
should be warned to seek it here and not to wasbtain the
knowledge of God in the grave.

THE CHURCH OFY OUR CHOICE

In Hell, then, without the Word of God, people reever
damned to call on God, to “worship”, so to speakyéver they
think is best. Each person in Hell seeks God -nesily,
unashamedly seeks God — in whatever way he thinkbest
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serve his own desperate purpose. Alas, they havetimer
choice, for the damned are liberated forever frov tholy
Spirit’s pressure to worship God as He demandss ifleans,
of course, that they are cursed forever to follbe advice of
some well-intentioned religionists today who exhadn here
on earth to do such things as “worship with therchwf your
choice.” If a fundamental part of the damnatiorHedl is the
absence of the opportunity for true worship of Gibeén lost
souls will be forced forever to worship, so to dpewvith the

church of their choice.”

Contrary to what | stated earlier, the Lake of kirk offer
its inhabitants a choice, but only this one. latgblace of final
punishment for the wicked and unbelieving, the dednnill be
granted the choice of how they would like to wopsBiod. But
damnation will also impose upon them this reswittthey may
only worship God as they see fit to do so becausevay God
sees fit for men to worship Him will no longer be aption.
That opportunity is only for the living.

The condition of people in Hell is reminiscent bétsad
comment at the end of the book of Judges, desgrithe
miserable confusion of God’s people at that tinkezeéry man
did what was right in his own ey&sNot one of the rebellious
Israelites who was living according tavhat was right in his
own eyesunderstood the danger of self-willed service wdG
Self-willed hearts cannot understand that to lvé& aeems best
to oneself is rebellion against God.

But, what of it? What does it matter that the widlcannot
understand? Are men to be judged merely by whay th
understand, by the standards they set for thensaivdy the
standards for human conduct established by tha@Re#t the
time of the Judges, the wise were earnestly askindfe wise
are always asking, “What does God say?” for thegvkthat
what God says is the standard by which we wilbaljudged.
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If those ancient, rebellious Israelites never répearof
worshiping God as they thought best, rather tharGed
commanded them to worship, then it is certaintiiney are still
worshiping God that way now, as they writhe intibrenenting
flames of Hell. And, Reader, if you are worship@&gd now in
a way that you have chosen instead of worshipinipenway
that God has ordained, then you are already expeng a
foretaste of the Hell to which you are headed.

In ancient Athens, Paul declared that God, in gues,
tolerated some errors in worship among men butdinae the
time God’s Son gave his life for our sin§&dd . . . commands
all men everywhere to repérfActs 17:30). No man now has
the right, the authority, or even the permissiomvtarship the
Creator as seems right to himself. ThroughoutBiide, the
death penalty hung over the head of anyone amorgjsGo
people who dared worship God in a way God had ra#ined
(e.g., Lev. 10:1-2). But it is Hell, and afterwaite Lake of
Fire, that will be the supreme display of God’'sht&pus
judgment on those who worship and live as theyiseile on
earth. On them, God will have the last laugBecause | have
called, and you refused, | have stretched out mghand no
man regarded (but you have made light of all mynsel} and
would have none of my reproof), | also will laughyaur
calamity. | will mock when your fear comes Then they shall
call upon me, but I will not answer; they shalllse®e early, but
they shall not find me because they hated knowladdelid not
choose the fear of theokD. . . . Therefore shall they eat the
fruit of their own way and be filled with their ovdevices
(excerpts from Prov. 1:24-31).

The next time you see a sign or bumper stickerreeads,
“W ORSHIP WITHTHE CHURCH OFY OURCHOICE”, know that you
are seeing with your own eyes an invitation to gmjdittle bit
of Hell on earth.



37

WHAT, ME CHOOSE?

Man cannot possibly choose the right way (Mt. 1285,
he does not possess such wisdomVhére shall wisdom be
found? asked Job. And where is the place of understanding?
Man knows not the price thereof; neither is it fdum the land
of the living The depth says, ‘Itis not in me’; and the segsa
‘It is not with me It cannot be gotten with gold, neither shall
silver be weighed for the price thereof. Whence then cometh
wisdom? And where is the place of understandieging it is
hidden from the eyes of all living and kept clasenfthe fowls
of the air? Destruction and Death say, ‘We havartieche fame
of it with our ears God understands the way thereof, and He
knows the place thereaf. . And unto man He said, Behold!
The fear of the @RrD, that is wisdom, and to depart from evil is
understandingj(excerpts from Job 28).

Even a man of small intelligence, if he believessth
verses, can comprehend the fact that if wisdmm6t found in
the land of the living then the wisest and most diligent of
living men will be unable to find it. A truly wisman, then,
confesses the uselessness of his own wisdom, ateltivére is
hope, he cries out to God for true wisdom, knowiraj it is not
to be found anywhere on earth. This path to haggam, this
way of humble, child-like supplication to God falp is hidden
from the proud and worldly wise, and Jesus rejoiodtiat: 1
do praise you Father, Lord of Heaven and earth aose you
have hidden these things from the learned andligeesit and
have revealed them to babéses, Father, for so it was pleasing
in your sight (Mt. 11:25-26).

God must choose you (Jn. 15:16) and draw you toghe
of His Son, Jesus Christ (Jn. 6:44); otherwise, wdlinever
find it. Man cannot even guess what is right alfead. It is
hidden, and there is not in any man the abilitgiszover by his
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own work and wisdom the holy truth of Christ. Weshbe
invited and then guided to the throne of grace.

So, the answer to the question, “What can peoplendo
Hell?” is this: Not much, other than to suffer Heksly and
worship in their own way. And after that, when teemned
have been cast into the Lake of Fire, they wilhbke to do even
less than they could do in Hell.
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GEHENNA

About seventy-five percent of the time when Jesusélf
referred to the place of punishment for the wicklead, the
actual word used is neith&heolnor Hades It is instead the
Hebrew word Gehenna which is derived from the Old
Testament name of a valley outside Jerusalem, éflewof the
Son ofHinnom(more about this shortly). Thidehennagroves
to be, upon close examination, not a referenceetblddt to the
Lake of Fire. The evidence for this is overwhelgin

First, whenever Jesus mentions people being cést in
Gehenna, Jesus always says simply “cast Gebenng he
never mentions one being caswninto Gehennaas he does
when he mentionslades(e.g., Mt. 11:23).

Second, the similarity between Jesus’ descriptidn o
Gehennand God’s description of the Lake of Fire throtigh
prophet Isaiah is undeniable. Jesus sdids ‘better for you to
enter into life maimed than having two hands to igm
Gehenna, into the fire that shall never be quencivbere their
worm does not dieand the fire is not quenchédCompare that
description with this from Isaiah (66:24), remenibgrthat
Isaiah is speaking of the way things will be inreity after the
Final Judgment and after Death and Hell have bastimto the
Lake of Fire: They [God’s saints] shall go forth and look upon
the carcasses of the men who have transgressedsigae, for
their worm shall not die, neither shall their fibe quenched;
and they shall be an abhorring unto all flésiThis must be a
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reference to the Lake of Fire because the onlyepédter the
Final Judgment where the saints could possibly \8ewls in
torment is in the Lake of Fire; Hell will have aily been
destroyed.

Thirdly, note that, in the world to com&ehennawill be
located just outside the holy city of God, where saved will
gather to worship the Lord. Isaiah states thatnwthe saved
gather, they will fook upon the carcasses of the men who have
transgresset(lsa. 66:23-24). The location of this future g@a
of eternal torment was perfectly prefigured by Wedley of
Hinnom. It was also located just outside the oty of God:
Jerusalem.

Lastly, Jesus describes the fir&adehennaas “everlasting”
(Mt. 18:8). He adds that this firestall never be quenchéd
(Mk. 9:45). These phrases cannot describe the @fédell, if
Hell itself will be destroyed (Rev. 20:14).

Here are the eleven places where Jesus used tle wor
Gehenna

Matthew 5:22

“But | say unto you that whosoever is angry with viother
without a cause shall be in danger of the judgment]
whosoever shall say to his brother, ‘Raca’, shalihbdanger of
the council. But whosoever shall say, ‘“You foshall be in
danger ofGehenndire.”

Matthew 5:29-30 (= Matthew 18:9)

“And if your right eye offend you, pluck it out, drcast it
from you, for it is profitable for you that one ydur members
should perish, and not that your whole body shbeldast into
Gehenna And if your right hand offend you, cut if offnd cast
it from you, for it is profitable for you that oré your members
should perish, and not that your whole body shbeldast into
Gehennd
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Mark 9:43-44 ( = vv. 45-46 and 47-48)

“And if your hand offend you, cut it off. Itis ber for you
to enter into life maimed than having two handgytointo
Gehennainto the fire that never shall be quenched, whese
worm does not die, and the fire is not quenched.”

Matthew 10:28 ( = Luke 12:5)

“Fear not them which kill the body, but are noteata kill
the soul; rather, fear Him who is able to destrothtsoul and
body inGehennd

Matthew 23:15

“Woe unto you, scribes and Pharisees, hypocritasydu
compass sea and land to make one proselyte, aml hehes
made, you make him twofold more the child@éhennahan
yourselves.”

Matthew 23:33
“You serpents, you offspring of vipers, how can gsgape
the damnation oehenn@”

TOPHET INGEHENNA

The wordGehennaias a history that is as intriguing as it is
obscure. In the beginning of Israel’s history as#ton, when
Joshua and Eleazar were dividing the land of Caaa@ng the
twelve tribes, there lived, or had lived, a man adrilinnom.
We know almost nothing about him, even whetheiobhe was
an Israelite. What we do know is that he had astlene son.
Just once, late in Israel’s history, “children oinklbbm” is
mentioned (2Kgs. 23:10), but that could be a refegzeto
Hinnom’s grand-descendants and not to his immedats; so,
whether Hinnom sired more than one son must reraain
mystery. The name of Hinnom’s son, or of any otké&tive of
his for that matter, also remains unknown.
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The little piece of Canaan belonging to the soHliohom
was the valley just south of the walls of the digt would later
be called Jerusalem. God led Joshua and Eleanaalte this
Valley of the Son of Hinnom the dividing line bewvethe tribe
of Benjamin to the north and Judah to the soutsh(J&5:8;
18:16). The Valley of the Son of Hinnom, then, dree a
significant place on the map early in Israel’'sdngtin Canaan.

In time, sadly, this valley became notorious aslace
devoted to the Ammonite god, Molech, who requiréddc
sacrifices to be offered by his worshipers. But snch altar
proved to be insufficient, for the Israelites wezealous
worshipers.  Multiple altars for Molech’s worshipere
constructed in the valley at a place called Toghet 7:31) in
order to accommodate the multitude of Israeliteptreager to
offer their children to Molech, or to Baal, anotiged for whom
altars for child sacrifice were built there (J&:3). Even some
of the kings of Judah joined the crowds who desedmuto that
horrible valley to burn their children to blood sty gods. King
Ahaz (2Chron. 28:1-3) and King Manasseh (2ChroriL-83are
named specifically as visiting Tophet to sacriticeir children,
but there can be little doubt that there were okiegs and
many princes who did the same.

God sent Jeremiah to Tophet one day to prophesgsiga
the people who worshiped there, and in the smolkg hténe
Spirit cried out through the embattled proph&héy . . . have
filled this place with the blood of innocerit§ler. 19:4).

God angrily denounced this cruel, senseless pmactic
child sacrifice and swore that he would fill thelg of the Son
of Hinnom with so many dead Israelite bodies thatauld be
impossible to bury them. He saidiHe days come, says the
LORD, that this place shall no more be called Tophet, The
Valley of the Son of Hinnom, but The Valley of Gider. . . .
| will break this people and this city as one breakpotter's
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vessel, that cannot be made whole again, and thaly lsury
them in Tophet until there be no place to Bder. 7:32; 19:6,
11). This God would dodecause of all the evil of the children
of Israel and of the children of Judah which thayédone to
provoke me to anger, they, their kings, their pemctheir
priests, and their prophets, and the men of Jucald the
inhabitants of JerusalemAnd they have turned unto me the
back, and not the face, though | taught them, gisip early and
teaching them, yet they have not hearkened to vecei
instructior’ (Jer. 32:32-33).

Next, before Jeremiah turned and walked out of that
miserable valley, God warned the people and prigstswere
there that He would do in Jerusalem what they loa do their
sons and daughters in the Valley of the Son of blmnHe
would make the whole city of Jerusalem like Tophetretched
place of burning bodies and filthiness (Jer. 1932- The
priests and people there that day probably laugkeeeimiah to
scorn, or ignored him. Then came Jeremiah from Tophet,
whither the lorRD had sent him to prophesy, and he stood in the
court of the IbrRD's house and said to all the people, Thus says
the LORD of hosts, the God of Israel: Behold! | will bgimpon
this city and upon all her towns all the evil thathave
pronounced against it because they have hardereadrtbcks,
that they might not hear my wotrdger. 19:14-15).

This Tophet, the gruesome place of cruel, wickedship
by God’s own people, was used at least once byaSadfigure
for the Lake of Fire. When the Spirit proclaimbdbiugh Isaiah
that “Tophet is ordained of oldlsa. 30:33), it was not of the
Jews’ Tophet in the Valley of the Son of Hinnomtttiee Spirit
spoke, but of God’s Tophet, the hideous place eflasting fire
that Jesus said was creatéal ‘the Devil and his angélgMt.
25:41). lIsaiah’s prophecy was thisBéhold, the name of the
LorD is coming from afar, burning with His anger, arftet
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burden thereof is heavyis lips are full of indignation, and His
tongue as a devouring fire. . And the brD shall cause His
glorious voice to be heard, and He shall show ieting down
of His arm, with the indignation of His anger, andath the
flame of a devouring fire, with scattering, and psst, and
hailstones. . . .For Tophet is ordained of old. Yea, for the
king it is prepared. He has made it deep and large; the pile
thereof isfireand much wood. The breath of the LORD, like

a stream of brimstone, kindlesit” (Isa. 30:27, 30, 33).

The events that transpired in the Valley of the $6n
Hinnom, and in Tophet particularly, when taken tbge with
the revelation that God has a Tophet of His owrkeran even
more compelling case for interpreting JesG&hennaas a
reference to the Lake of Fire rather than to Hell.
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TARTARUS

In addition toHadesandGehennaone other word, used
but once in the Scriptures (2Pet. 2:4), is trapslats “Hell” in
the King James and other versions. This worchisarus and
it is a word that never refers to Hell. ReferenteJartarus
anywhere in the ancient world are infrequent, karehs one
from Homer’slliad (8.13), written as much as a thousand years
before Peter penned his second epistle. In tieisestromThe
lliad, Zeus, the Greeks’ supreme god, is threateningathe
gods who disobey his commandi|l“‘catch him and throw him
down into Tartarus! A black hole that! A long wadgwn! A
Bottomless Pit under the earth! Iron gates and zbera
threshold! As far below Hades as Heaven is ablogearth?’

Tartarus, to the Greeks, was an indescribably gjoana
horrible place, reserved for the very most wickechortals and
for the most dangerous enemies of Zeus among tmeitals,
in particular, the Titans (including Zeus’ fathelay according
to Greek mythology, ruled the universe before Zmtesthrew
him). There is some truth to this general concept.

Peter used a verb form of Tartarus when he wrdeet(2
2:4), “God did not spare the angels who sinned, but He gav
them over to chains of darkness, consigning thehattarus to
be preserved until the Judgmeéntit sounds a little odd to
translate the phrasecdnsigning them to Tartarliss “God
tartarized therfy but that is actually what Peter wrote. So, from
here on, | will use the word as a verb, as Peter di



46

If the evil spirits, or demons, mentioned throughthe
Bible are, in fact, the angélswho were cast out of Heaven with
Satan (Rev. 12:9), and since those fallen angele hieady
been “tartarized”, or consigned to Tartarus, agP&id, then
Tartarus is not a place of fiery torment but a ela¢ utter
hopelessness. Tartarus, then, is not a locatiom Ispiritual
condition, a living damnation. Itis the very woo$all spiritual
conditions, for reasons we will now explain.

Demons are undeniably in Tartarus right now, asgiid.
However, they have not yet been cast into Tormastthey
themselves acknowledged to Jesus in Matthew 8:28-28d
when Jesus had come to the other side into thaasrrof the
Gergesenes, two demoniacs, coming out of the tamdidiim,
so extremely fierce that no one could pass by atbagroad
And, behold, they cried out, saying, What haveongot with
you, Jesus, Son of God? Have you come here tehbras
before the time?

Peter’'s description of Tartarus, where fallen angeiw
dwell, matches what Jude said in verse six of hef lepistle:
“And the angels who did not retain their originaficé, but
abandoned their home, God has retained in eterhalins,
beneath darkness, until the Judgment of the grawat dFirst,
note that Jude taught that fallen angels are sitithe “beneath
darkness”. This suggests (and even Homer fetttiie of this)
that Tartarus is a place worse than the typicay freinishment
of dead sinners; that is, worse than Hell. Gaatgment of His
unfaithful angels, then, is that Hell is too goqalace for them.
And that means that Tartarus is the worst of @tes to be, a
place to which only the creatures most abhorredsbg are
consigned, being held in the chains of that darknedil the
time comes for their torment to begin.

One’s first reaction to this might be that Tartadags not
seem that bad, since the flames of Hell are prgséeing
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escaped. But wisdom teaches us not to be so imasgiching
such a conclusion. The fundamental difference eéetnwHell
and Tartarus, and the thing which makes Tartarfas &orse
place than Hell, is that, since no one in Hell aag longer do
anything, it is impossible for those who are inIHelsin any
more, while in Tartarus, just the opposite is trlie. Tartarus,
it is impossible to stop sinning Those in Tartarus are
condemned to live, but to live in sin only, contatiy storing up
an increasingly horrific punishment in the Lakd=ak.

The beauty and goodness of life on earth is thatiplace
of almost boundless hope, a place of opportunitotthe will
of God, a place of opportunity for growth in undargling and
in goodness, a place of hope for correction ancchange, a
place where choices are still available and resgmoan still be
made to God’s love. Not one of these precioussbigs exist
in Hell; they are reserved only for those stilitig on the earth.
Butin Tartarus — and tragically for those condedtioedwell in
it — some of these wonderful blessings are stdiilable. That
Is what makes Tartarus the most horrible of alldibons.

God hates wickedness, of course, but He hatestamiaf
wickedness and goodness even more. He forbadsrdadites
so much as to wear a garment woven with two kirfddath
(Dt. 22:11), and He strictly forbade yoking diffatekinds of
animals together, such as an ox and a donkey.eWes a half-
hearted shepherd in Laodicea who mixed love for@itdlove
for the world. Jesus said to himt,Know your works, that you
are neither cold nor hotl prefer that you be either cold or hot.
So then, because you are lukewarm and neitherdrataid, |
am about to vomit you out of my mdutRev. 3:15-16). Yes,
God abhors a mixture, and “mixed” is an apt desionipof
Tartarus. It is a mixture of blessings and curses, it is the
most hated of all places. It is the most desptdeadl spiritual
conditions, reserved for the most abhorred ofraatures, and
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from which there is no hope of escape — untilittne tomes for
those unfaithful angels to be cast into the LakEidd.

True repentance (one of the precious blessingsadaito
people on earth) is not something men are capdlaleiong on
their own; it is the work of God within the hearThe very
earliest believers understood this well. Wherb#leeving Jews
in Jerusalem heard that some Gentiles had beerdedythey
rejoiced — but not because the Gentiles had decmeepent
and believe the gospel! Rather, they rejoiced bezaas they
said, ‘God has granted repentance to the Gernitilgcts
11:18). They understood that true repentancenetiung that
must be granted by God. In Tartarus, fallen angetsnot
allowed to repent, for God refuses to allow therarewo feel
compunction for wrongdoing. Nor can Satan, thiefatherub
who is tartarized along with the angels who follaweam, feel
shame for his evildoing. The condition of his heéaward God
Is described well by JobHis heart is as firm as a stone; yea, as
hard as a piece of the lower millstdr(d1:24). Neither Satan
nor his angels are restrained in wickedness, asarerby the
influence of God’s holy Spirit, and being no longeder any
law from God, they cannot possibly do good in Gaitsht, only
evil.

Everything Satan or the fallen angels do is sinpadter
what they do. They cannot cease from sin becaogen@l not
grant them grace to stop. They are cursed withntost
terrifying of all of God’s curses; namely, a condtion of
God'’s refusal to allow them to repent and God'sisaf to let
them die. Those who are in Tartarus are bless#dlife but
cursed with the kind of life they must live. Thaye also
blessed with the ability change, but without araogrfrom God,
they can only change for the worse. They retaerblbessing of
liberty to make choices, but with no help from Sirit, they
can choose nothing but what is ungodly. They ¢#éingsow
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(they have no choice about that), but with no mémm God,
they can only grow more wicked — and this they tamty do.

This patrtial liberty, this mixture of good thingsdabad, is
what makes Tartarus so much worse than Hell. Thobkell
can sin no longer, and for that, they should beefud The
degree of their final suffering is set and will reftange, but
those in Tartarus are cursed to continue livindgusilives as
long as God chooses to impose upon them His blgsdilfe.
They are doomed to constantly add to their recdrdim in
God’s books (Rev. 20:12) and, so, to make theims
judgment and torment far worse than if God woulesblthem
with death so that they could stop sinning. InlHa$ the
Scriptures say, souls are “preserved” in death,they are
locked into the ungodly condition in which they dlie In
Tartarus, however, spirits are “preservedife, to commit ever
more iniquity and, so, to become worthy of an eyeyater
damnation. For the souls in Tartarus, death anbwésild be
a blessing.

2PETERZ2: “CURSEDCHILDREN”

It would be misleading for me to leave the topid aftarus
without pointing out the unsavory biblical facttisatan and the
fallen angels are not alone in the place of extliaary
damnation they inhabit. It is a fact that Peteg&erence to
God'’s tartarization of fallen angels is found iohapter that is
not focusing on the spiritual condition of angelsl rather,
that entire chapter concerns the spiritual conglitibcertain of
God’s own children who are still living on earthPeter’s
description of the state of fallen angels is ontg dlustration
among several that he employed in that chaptehaoav hhow
severely God deals with treachery in His familgtd?’s whole
point in bringing up the issue of God’s tartarieati of
treacherous angels and their present state ispba&size a far
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more important point for us; namely, that some ofiG own
children are tartarized just as the treacherouslarage.

In this 2 chapter of his? epistle, Peter’s entire focus was
to warn the body of Christ that it is possible¢brldren of God
to provoke the Almighty to such wrath that theyg,tanay be
“preserved [in life] unto the Day of Judgment topomished
(2Pet. 2:9). Such reprobate brothers and sister$ater said,
“cursed childrety who, like the fallen angels,cannot cease
from sii (2Pet. 2:14) because God will no longer extend to
them His grace. Peter described them in much Idethe
following information about tartarized children @od is
gleaned from 2Peter 2:10-13:

Cursed children of Godwalk after the flesh in the lust of
uncleanness, and despise governniehtcredibly, Peter says
they are ade to be taken and destroye(@ could hardly have
believed that such people existed in the body afs€hnless it
had been written in Scripture.) They unwisetpéak evil of
things they do not understdh@dnd “they shall utterly perish in
their own corruptiofi, receiving ‘the reward of
unrighteousness

They considerpublic luxury a delight and their exalted
opinion of themselves notwithstanding, they aspdts and
blemishesin the assembly of the saints, presuming too much
about their standing before God an@veling in their lusts
while they feast with you When Jude spoke of these fallen
saints, he called themtrées whose fruit withers, without fruit,
twice dead, plucked up by the rdogg. 12), and the author of
Hebrews held out no hope for those who are alremdyl a
second time (Heb. 10:26-31), ending that portiomisfletter
with the oft-quoted warningit'is a fearful thing to fall into the
hands of the living Gadl
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SWIFT DESTRUCTION?

In the main, Jude and Peter were speaking of lebavho
function as ministers, those dedicated but delud®w#ers who
are the New Testament equivalent of ancient Isdé#ise
prophets”. This is the awful conclusion forced nus by the
opening words of this incredible second chapterPefer's
second epistle:But there were false prophets also among the
[Old Testament] people, even as there shall beefedschers
among you, who privily shall bring in damnable tses, even
denying the Lord that bought them, bringing upoentkelves
swift destruction And many shall follow their pernicious ways,
by reason of whom the way of truth shall be evilkem of
Through covetousness, shall they with feigned wondke
merchandise of you, whose judgment now of a long lingers
not, and their damnation does not slunid@Pet. 2:1-3). This
condition would be a terribly tragic end to a lifiece sanctified
by the holy Spirit of God, but we must confess thaappens.
To deny it is heresy.

For years | wondered, if it was true that thessgéachers
are still functioning as leaders of God’s peoplal are
prospering among the saints, how could Peter saty“sift
destructiorihad come upon them anth&ir damnation does not
linger’? Now, | understand. And tartarization is thewar. A
tartarized minister may prosper in Christianity yrha zealous
and happy, and may be confident in his relationghip God.
But the blindness to his true condition is partha&f curse. That
is why, as Peter would also say of them in thigptéra ‘They
sport themselves with their own deceivings whitg fieast with
you”

Our point is that brothers and sisters in thisestat in a
spiritual condition similar to that of fallen anggthat is, they
are now in that place called Tartarus. Being atnearth, they
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are no more in torment than are the fallen angeld, despite
any pleasant circumstance in their livetheir damnatiofy
really “does not slumbéibecause they are in Tartarus. They
live out their damnation every day, ever confidehtt
supremely blind to their spiritual state, and theynow used by
God only as stumbling-blocks for the purging ofeathwho still
have hope. Jesus spoke of what will happen to tiveen,
shortly before his return, God will have finishesing them to
try the faith of the upright:The Son of man shall send forth his
angels, and they shall gather out of his kingdohthahgs that
offend, and those who commit iniquity, and theyl slagt them
into a furnace of fire There shall be weeping and gnashing of
teetli (Mt. 13:41-42; cp. 49-50).

In the last half of 2Peter 2, Peter continues bscdption
of children of God who are in Tartarus by sayingttthese
cursed children are ministers who have followedaBal’s
example (2Pet. 2:15-16). Balaam was an ancierghetoof
God who lived in Mesopotamia. His story is recaréarly in
the Bible, in Numbers. He was not an Israelité Heudid serve
the true God and became famous because of his mamy
prophecies. Balak, king of Moab, sent to Balaawh @ffered
him great wealth if he would make the long trip thoio Moab
and prophesy against Israel, but God would notelBalaam to
curse His chosen people.

Balaam, frustrated at his lost opportunity to gamalth,
immediately consulted with some nearby Midianitée (
cleverest people on earth), and together they dé\asplan to
gain for Balaam the reward that Balak had promisgeklizing
that God was never going to allow him to cursedkiar Balak,
Balaam, with the Midianites, counseled Balak ndigbt Israel
but to humble himself (or so it would appear) teral his nation
with Israel through intermarriage and a mixed wirsbf
Jehovah and the gods of Moab. It was extremelftyceand
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wicked advice, and when Israel fell into the pretap, Balak
was pleased and Balaam secured his reward. Buplars
inflicted a deep wound on Israel's spirit that wasver
completely healed. So, through Balaam’s counsialg Balak
conquered God’s people through peace, a cunnintictac
prophesied to be used by Satan again to confussudntlie the
people of God (cp. Dan. 8:25). Balaam’s sin wakeioous a
crime against God that Jesus still spoke of it withgnation in
the last book of the Bible (Rev. 2:14).

Balaam was driven by a desire for earthly gaiméoextent
that he was willing to teach what he thought wdudithg it to
him. In short, he became what Jesus called alitingre(Jn.
10:12); he agreed to perform a religious servictnéwicked
for money and position. He became a purveyor lsefaopes,
a professional liar, using his gifts and closensgb God to
obtain earthly riches.

THE WAY OF BALAAM

Ministers among God’s people now who are hiregé&ch
a particular brand of doctrine are also walkingha way of
Balaam (cp. Rev. 2:14), and Paul prophesied thatynsach
men would be needed in the future in order to fyatine lust of
fallen saints for pleasant doctrines (2Tim. 4:2-8prrowing
some imagery from Solomon (Prov. 25:14), Peterscsilich
ministers Wwells without water(2Pet. 2:17a), for their sermons
can raise hopes, but they can never satisfy saugriy for the
true knowledge of God. They ardduds that are blown abdut
by an impressive wind, clouds that betoken showiniessing,
but the rain never comes (2Pet 2:17b). They agalsgs who
can enthrall audiences, but onlghfough lusts of the flesh
(2Pet 2:18). But most tragically, for those whadnaewly been
converted to Christ, such ministers are an espgcdahgerous
attraction (2Pet. 2:18b), promising to lead thobabés in
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Christ’ into liberty while they themselves have actually
“returned to their own vormiitand have again becoméht
servants of corruptioch(2Pet. 2:22, 19).

WORSTAMONG THE WORST

As awful as the tartarization of fallen angels #melDevil
IS, the tartarization of cursed children of Goddasually worse.
And what makes the curse of God’'s unfaithful somsnsich
worse than the curse on unfaithful angels is timtaihgels know
they are damned; whereas, from everything we sdeiiew
Testament writings, and in life, it appears thaéwhons of God
are tartarized, they think they have actually takstep forward
in grace. Paul called this a “strong delusion”tsey God
(2Thess. 2:11). Like Samson when he awoke fronméson
Delilah’s lap thinking God was still with him, thelp not even
realize that God has forsaken them and that thezirth have
been cursed with hardness against the light of @mt looked
on in deepest grief while Israel (often called “Epm” in the
book of Hosea) became ever more hardened, to thk bf
being forsaken by the God who had loved them sg &md so
dearly. ‘Strangers have devoured his streng#aid the Lord,
“and he knows it notYea, gray hairs are here and there upon
him, yet he knows riatHos. 7:9). Finally, the awful day of the
curse came, and with a heavy heart, God resignadéli to the
fact that His people just did not love Him:will go and return
to my place, till they acknowledge their offence aerek my
face (Hos. 5:15). With His withdrawal came the logsholy
correction and guidance. | Will not punish your daughters
when they commit whoredom, nor your spouses wheyn th
commit adultery. . . . The people who do not usided shall
fall. . .. Ephraim is joined to idols. Let hifoaée’ (Hos. 4:14,
17). Jesus, with the heart of God, knowing thatyria Israel
were about to be turned over forever to the cereshdorms
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they had chosen instead of life with him, sat oe thll
overlooking the holy city and wept aloudD*Jerusalem!
Jerusalem, that kills the prophets and stones tiddeare sent
to you! How often | would have gathered you toge#ts a hen
gathers her chicks under her wings, and you woatt Behold,
your house is left unto you desolafsit. 23:37-38).

This curse of a rock-hard, misguided confidenceria’s
standing with God is without doubt the most fearsarurse
imposed upon any of God’s creatures, but it is¢la¢condition
of some believers, as many Scriptures indicate.dedrhis
curse, “blind guides” consider themselves to bestes of the
Lord Jesus (2Cor. 11:13), and, like their Old Tewsat
counterparts, they run when God has not sent tdlemZ3:21).
What they run with is humanly devised doctrinebeyrun, as
Isaiah put it, with their own “fire”, setting otrseon fire around
them with their lies, who in turn become little gpareflective
of their leader and who then pass on to otherssi&willed
style of worship and service to God (Isa. 50:11gsus bluntly
and roundly condemned such religious zeal amongspedple
(Mt. 23:1-33). Under this curse, many leaders otlG own
people had spent their lives and fortunes reacbintdo others
with their own ideas about God, but Jesus wasmptessed:
“Woe unto you . . . for you compass land and seaale one
convert, and when he is made, you make him twafole the
child of Gehenna than yourselve@it. 23:15).

A man under this curse does not know that his leisdbe
Devil and that the voice guiding him is Satan’scegispeaking
as ‘a messenger of light(2Cor. 11:14). Under this curse,
God’s own sons becomantnisters of Satdn(2Cor. 11:15),
and, ‘thinking to do God a servitewith a heart cursed to be as
hard as Satan’s, they disparagee“way of truthand persecute
the upright — all in the name of the Lord.
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This is the greatest curse of all, the same cursehaChrist
besought the Father to impose upon the Jews whedunim
over to the hands of sinners (Psalm 69). In tisatr®, Christ
prayed that God would turn His blessings to Isnatel curses;
that is, that He would turn into a stumbling-bldlk very things
God had given to Israel for their blessingfhey gave me also
gall for my meat, and for my thirst, they gave nmegar to
drink. Let their table [of shewbread] become a snareofeef
them, and that which should have been for theifase[the law
of Moses], let it become a trajhet their eyes be blinded, that
they see not . . Pour out your indignation upon them, and let
your wrathful anger take hold of them. . Add iniquity unto
their iniquity, and let them not come into yourhigousness.
Let them be blotted out of the Book of the Livary] not be
written with the righteousexcerpts, Ps. 69:21-28).

This astonishing prayer of the Messiah for God&aggst
curse to come upon rebellious, unbelieving Jewsamasered
after the elders and people of Israel rejectedsjeshoosing
instead to continue in those things he came tdlfulfe temple
worship, robes and incense, holy days, and the odtemonies
that the Law commanded them to keep. All thesegthiwvere
holy blessings, but they were intended by God tprophetic
signs of the work and majesty of their coming MalssiAnd by
rejecting him and clinging to the now worthless kgof the
Law, their greatest blessings were transformedinio greatest
curse — just as the Son of God had prayed. Theg tdeeir
hearts to the works of the Law instead of to the @nwhom
those works pointed. Tragically, instead of subngtto their
own Messiah and being filled with God’s Spirit, yrspent the
rest of their lives performing the now dead cereraloworks
that Christ had fulfilled, in rebellion against t&®d who had
given them the ceremonies to keep.
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Through Jeremiah also, the Spirit of Christ cried for
God’s help for his soul in Hell and for God’s curgmon those
who had persecuted him. Listen to his storfly“enemies
chased me sore, like a bird, without cau$bey have cut off my
life in the dungeon and cast a stone upon.me|l called upon
your name, O @RD, out of the low dungeon [the heart of the
earth]. You have heard my voice; hide not your ear at my
breathing, at my cry You drew near in the day | called upon
you; you said;Fear not!

“O LoRD, you have pleaded the causes of my soul; you have
redeemed my lifeO LORD, you have seen my wrong; judge you
my cause You have seen all their vengeance and all their
imaginations against meYou have heard their reproach, O
LorD, and all their imaginations against me, the ligstwose
who rose up against me, and their device againsilhtiee day.
Behold their sitting down and their rising up; | aheir music
Render unto them a recompense, O LORD, according to the
work of their hands. Give them [hardness] of heart, your
curse unto them. Persecute and destroy them in anger from
under the heavens of the LORD” (Lam. 3:52-66).

As for the traitor Judas, after the Son of God edajor
God'’s vengeance against him (Ps. 109), that poormad no
hope whatsoever. Jesus prayed that the Fathedw@kKe even
Judas’ prayer to be sin (v. 7).A$ he loved cursingChrist
prayed, %o let it come unto hihfv. 17). And it did.

Judas had walked closely with Jesus for years estzhply
was wise enough to realize, at least to some exteatthe had
been tartarized by God and, so, he could nevenageanything
but sin. What a terrifying place for a man to fimchself! Itis
not surprising that this doomed disciple chosetamit suicide
rather than to live out his earthly life in Tartamvith the fallen
angels, constantly sowing seed for a greater daomat the
Lake of Fire.
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How well David understood the value of being chaste
and allowed to repent!Blessed is the man whom you chasten,
O LoRrp, and teach out of your Law, that you may give fegt
from the days of adversity, until the Pit be dugthe wicked
(Ps. 94:12-13). And how true are the Master’s wptéls many
as | love, | rebuke and chasténf you have ever done wrong
and felt conviction enough to repent for it, fatl your face and
give God glory! You have been loved! Those whe @rrsed
with God’s greatest curse are not loved, and GodHis
righteous fury has so blinded them that, more oftem not,
those tartarized children of God think they ardl blessed.
Didn’t Peter tell us that theysport themselves with their own
deceivings while they feast with y8uThe chief priests who
helped kill Jesus no doubt made sacrifices to Jésiker the
next morning, kneeling and thanking Him for finallging rid
of the troublesome carpenter’s son from Galilee.

“BETTERNEVER TO HAVE KNOWN"

Jesus taught that to whom more is given, moreqgsired
(Lk. 12:48), and believers in this New Covenanteéndeen
given much more than angels in heaven have ever dgieen.
“Behold; wrote John, vhat manner of love the Father has
bestowed upon us, that we should be called the cglo@ed!
(1Jdn. 3:1). Ours is a relationship with God ahehich angels
know nothing. In fact, angels long to understangtr o
relationship with God (1Pet. 1:12). Then, becabhsesons of
God are more blessed than angels, more is requfithdm than
of angels. From that, it is easy to see that timfidisons of God
are worthy of a far greater damnation than areitiritd angels.
And that greater damnation expresses itself orheartallen
saints’ joy while in Tartarus. Their great blindsenakes them
happy to be where they are, and zealous to do gligjious
works as God hatestHinking to do God service
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Peter’s final words concerning these tragicalligfakaints
are sobering: If after they have escaped the pollutions of the
world through the knowledge of the Lord and Savesus
Christ, they are again entangled therein, and oware, the
latter end is worse with them than the beginnirpr it had
been better for them never to have known the way of
righteousness than, after they have known it, to from the
holy commandment given unto thégPeter 2:20-21). Because
of what eternity now holds for them, it would hdween better
for the fallen angels if they had never been cckateaall. And
because of the special damnation waiting for théatized
children of God in the Final Judgment, it would b&een better
for them if they had never even heard of the naesesl Their
own new birth experience will testify against them.

Paul pointed out the justice of such terrible jueégirfrom
God in his second epistle to the saints in Thesszdo There,
Paul shows that God is neither cruel nor unjustHis
tartarization of especially stubborn and rebellisamts; quite
the contrary, it is manifestly just to turn overdarkness those
who are given light but choose not to walk in i lsling to
darkness instead. Paul said that it wascause they did not
receive the love of the trutthat God would turn them over to
a strong delusiori And God will thus curse these formerly
loved sons and daughterso“that they should believe a lie, that
they all might be damned who believed not the thuthhad
pleasure in unrighteousnés@Thess. 2:10-12). We cannot
help but see and say that this is harsh; neveabelee cannot
call God unjust.

The wise humble themselves to confess this simpté,t
and it is a truth that makes every wise soul tremiNo matter
what God decides to do with any of us, it will ygesfectly just
judgment. That always will be true because God deimis
always perfectly just.
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DURING THE THOUSAND-Y EAR REIGN

Finally, as to God's future dealing with fallen ahg it
appears that during the thousand years that Jegusron the
earth, they, like their leader, the Devil, will rendered
inoperative, so far as earth is concerned. We kiatvat the
beginning of Jesus’ thousand-year reign, John sawahgel
come down from Heaven, having the key to the BtassniPit
and a great chain in his handAnd he laid hold on the dragon,
that old serpent, which is the Devil, and Satard bound him
athousand years, and cast him into the BottonRé@sand shut
him up and set a seal upon him, that he shouldidedbe
nations no more until the thousand years shouldulféled.
After that, he shall be loosed a little seas@Rev. 20:1-3).

It stands to reason that if the ruler of demonkeigt in
prison until God visits him and releases him fahart time,
then his followers would be imprisoned, too. Thkaé&nario
certainly makes part of the prophecy from Isaiatceoning the
end of the world understandabl&rid it shall come to pass in
that day, that the @rD shall punish the host of the high ones
that are on high and the kings of the earth upanaarth And
they shall be gathered together, as prisoners athered in
the Pit, and shall be shut up in prison, and aftemy days shall
they be visitedThen the moon shall be confounded, and the sun
ashamed, when the@kDof hosts shall reign in Mount Zion, and
in Jerusalem, and before His ancient ones gloriguéisa.
24:21-23).

e
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THE BOTTOMLESSPIT

Peter states unequivocally that fallen angelsraf@artarus
now, but neither Peter nor any other New Testamertdr ever
explicitly states that Satan is consigned to thedgowith them.
That biblical fact notwithstanding, we must assuraés there
because (1) God will not grant him repentance aornerthan He
will the fallen angels, and (2) Satan is still waridg about on
the earth, constantly doing evil, whatever he ddedl if Satan
is now in Tartarus with his fallen angels, as hagely is, then
contrary to what Zeus said in Hometlgad (see page 43),
Tartarus is not the same place as the BottomlésfoPiSatan
will be cast into the Bottomless Pit only afterueseturns to
earth (Rev. 20:1-3).

Except for the mysteries of Babylon (Rev. 17:5) and
Tartarus, the Bottomless Pit may be the least wholed of all
the ethereal places mentioned in the Bible whelleceatures
dwell. The Bottomless Pit is not mentioned by thaine until
the ninth chapter of Revelation, and only four sraéterwards;
still, it plays a significant role in end-time ewspand what was
revealed to John about it is astounding.

The first time we read of the Bottomless Pit, we t&id
that a “star” (an angel) fell from Heavearid to him was given
the key of the Bottomless PitAnd he opened the Bottomless
Pit, and there arose a smoke out of the &tthe smoke of a
great furnace, and the sun and the air were darkidnereason
of the smoke of the PiAnd there came out of the smoke locusts



62

upon the earth, and unto them was given power, has t
scorpions of the earth have powémnd it was commanded them
that they should not hurt the grass of the eartither any
green thing, neither any tree, but only those mka have not
the seal of God in their forehead&nd to them it was given that
they should not kill them, but that they shoulddsmented five
months, and their torment was like the torment starpion
when it strikes a manAnd in those days shall men seek death,
and shall not find it, and shall desire to die, atehth shall flee
from them (Rev. 9:1-6).

These are fearsome creatures such as mankina lukzdet
never seen, unless they were seen in ages pasb aecdord was
left of their existence. The shapes of the locusts were like
horses prepared for battle, and on their heads wasat were,
crowns like gold, and their faces were as the fa¢@sen They
had hair as the hair of women, and their teeth waees¢he teeth
of lions And they had breastplates, as it were breastplate
iron, and the sound of their wings was as the safrahariots
of many horses running to battleThey had tails like unto
scorpions, and there were stings in their tailsgd &neir power
was to hurt men five month&nd they had a king over them,
which is the angel of the Bottomless Pit, whoseenanthe
Hebrew tongue is Abaddon, but in the Greek tongaiedme is
Apollyort (Rev. 9:7-11)2

Where did these bizarre creatures come from? Hawllive
on earth in a previous age and, like Satan afteuslesturns,
were imprisoned in the Bottomless Pit to be reldade¢he end
time to serve God'’s purposes? Or did God creata fnom the
smoke that arose from the newly opened Bottomld8s We
are given no answers. These creatures are medtiare for
the first and last time in Scripture. Fortunatalywever, we are
given more information about the Bottomless Pit.
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In Revelation 11:7, John makes a comment, almoahas
aside, that is striking. In the course of tellaigput God’s two
special witnesses that will come and prophesy misidem
before the end of the age, John informs us thaetivwo holy
men will be slain by the Beast that ascends out of the
Bottomless Pit This, by itself, may not seem so amazing,
especially after reading about the locusts thatecaat of the
Bottomless Pit, but when other information abowt Beast is
added, it is simply astonishing.

The other information is this: First, the Beash isian; he
Is not a “beast” as we typically use the word.nJalso indicates
that the Beast is human by telling us the Beaste' up out of
the sed(Rev. 13:1), the sea representing people of &év.
17:15).

But the Beast is not an ordinary man. He is mysiisty
intelligent (Ezek. 28:3-5; Dan. 8:23) and an uncamin
twisted and devious man who, at least from thepaets/e of
the last days of earth, has already reigned asgpgekisome point
in human history, but who somehow ceased to live be earth
(Rev. 17:8). According to the vision given to Jptire Beast
will return to earthly lifefrom out of the Bottomless Pit where
he had been held. It will not be his first expece of earthly
existence.

In his wicked heart, the Beast has the same vithlatned
for Jews that Satan has. In fact, he is in sucmbay with
Satan that when he is released from the Bottoniége reign
on earth again, Satan gives the Behg power, his throne, and
great authority (Rev. 13:2). He is so intent on accomplishing
his evil purposes, especially his goal of eradntathe Jews,
that the passion consumes him; he cares nothirgjl dor
women or normal family life (Dan. 11:37). He ist&ds all-
time favorite person, his most reliable, pliablelto
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Whoever the Beast is, or was in history, his kimgsld not
come to an end because he died (though historyshmaly say
that he died when his kingdom fell). It is muchrenbkely that
he was taken from this life before he dfemhd that he was then
imprisoned in the Bottomless Pit, to be held u@ibd’s
appointed time for him to return. This Beast ohids
Revelation is an extraordinary prophetic figureyan who has
reigned on earth (or who will have already reighgdhe time
of the end), was cast by God’s angels into thedBaitss Pit,
and is (or is to be) kept there until very latearth’s history.

Based solely on the information given to us in Raten,
the Bottomless Pit comes across as God’s recyclefdn
especially destructive and wicked beings. TheilDee know,
Is to be put there during the thousand-year reigdesus on
earth, and then brought out again “for a seasoetv(R0:7).
The Beast is also imprison@dh the Bottomless Pit for a time
before being brought out again to fulfill God’s prdained
course for him, a cruel course that will end adtéong three and
a half years (Rev. 13:5). It was upon noticing thad re-used
Satan and the Beast after they had spent timesiBdiitomless
Pit which caused me to wonder earlier if the dretyléquipped
locusts that Apollyon released from the Bottoml€sishad
previously roamed the earth. It would fit the pait

It is perhaps significant, though, that John sags$ when
Satan was seized by God’s angel in Revelation 20that
powerful angel cast Satamto the Bottomless Pitnot “down
into” it. It was the same with the fallen angelbovwere
tartarized. Peter does not tell us that they ieast down” into
Tartarus, or into Hell (contrary to Zeus and theVKJ
respectively). The Bottomless Pit could not pdgstie in
heaven because the angels who opened the Bottdanlessne
down from Heaven (and to earth!) to open it (Reg; 20:1).
Further, smoke “arose” and the Beast “ascended’obubhe
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Bottomless Pit. So, it appears that the Bottomlegsis

somehow positioned earthward from heaven, butdbas not
necessarily mean that the Bottomless Pit is beth@sturface of
the earth; it only means that, wherever it issidown from
heaven and it has endless depth. It would surpres# it were
not in some way connected with the earth’s undddybut the
Bottomless Pit is such a different breed of spaliforison that
it could well be hidden by God somewhere else.

The information thus far presented is all thafisred to us
in the Scriptures about the Bottomless Pit, unbés®urse it is
called by another name somewhere outside the bdok o
Revelation. Precisely where it is located is uacland the
conditions that exist within it are never descriljeell, except
by Zeus, but he is not a credible source of infdrom.

— S
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ISHELL A NATURAL PLACE
ORA SPIRITUAL ONE?

If Hell is a spiritual place, then the question hesasked,
how can living people, still in their flesh, falto it, as in
Numbers 16:30-33, where we are told that God op#resdarth
to swallow up Dathan and Abiram after they led\ebleagainst
Moses? The Bible specifically states that thobelsefell alive
into Sheol And Dathan and Abiram are not the only examples
of people in a physical body being cast alive ifites of
damnation. We are told in Revelation 19:20 thaemvlesus
returns to reign on earth for a thousand yearsB#sest and the
False Prophet will bethrown alive into the Lake of Fire that
burns with sulfui’ And in Psalm 55:15, the Spirit of Christ
prayed through David that his enemies would be icéstHell
alive, but we are never told exactly when that prafor
vengeance was answered or upon whom that vengédhde
addition, there are several Scriptures suggeshagphysical
things can descend into Hell. For example, wetalc that
there are things under the earth(Phip. 2:10). It is obvious
that some of these “things” are the souls of mesv(&:3), but
until we are given clearer information, we muswkeapen the
possibility that “things under the earth” includasre than the
souls of men (Rev. 5:13). For example, EzekieRP3Xays,
“And they shall not lie with the mighty that areldal of the
uncircumcised, which are gone down to Sheol withirth
weapons of wat In this verse, Ezekiel may have been speaking
poetically andSheolmight best be translated here simply as
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“grave”, but the phrasegbne down to Sheak normally used
in reference to Hell.

On the other hand, if Hell is a natural place, tllea
guestion must be asked, how can spirits go théfe know that
the souls of men go into Hell on the basis of Sargs such as
these: For you will not leave my soul in Sheol; neithell wou
suffer your Holy One to see corruptidi®s. 16:10); But God
will redeem my soul from the power of Sheol; for sthall
receive mé(Ps. 49:15); You shall beat him with the rod, and
shall deliver his soul from ShédProv. 23:14). And while
Solomon mentioned saving a soul fr&meol(Prov. 23:14), he
never said anything about saving a body from@f qourse, it
wouldn’t make much sense to think that a body cheldaved
from Sheolif the wordSheolonly means “grave” as at least one
religious sect teaches.)

All things considered, the conclusion that seemstmo
reasonable is that Hell is a spiritual place. NKatlaw dictates
that the earthly, physical bodies of those whom Gast alive
into Hell or the Lake of Fire cannot survive witthaarthly,
physical sustenance. Even in the case of the Beasire told
that those who cast him down to the Pit killed Kifrek. 28:1-
8; the “Pit” mentioned here is not the Bottomles§. PSo,
earthly bodies cast alive into the flames of damematust
certainly die quickly, being in a place where theneot so much
as a drop of water, not to mention being a placeebement
flames. Then, simple common sense tells us tleahé#tural
body dies before the soul enters into Hell itg@lbugh in a few
rare instances, a few persons have provoked Gdidisufly to
cause Him to cast them down to Hell while theyl stgre in
their natural bodies.

Of course, God can make exceptions to any natanakb
that common sense is useless. Jesus and Elija4 @1t1Kgs.
19:8) went without food or water for forty conseagatdays.
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Common sense says that cannot be done. And Mabésisl
twice while Israel was camped at Mt. Sinai (Dt.-28), with
just a few days between those two forty-day periods

So, if God is so provoked by any people that Heoshs to
have them suffer in Hell while in their earthly liesl He will do
S0, no matter what the Scriptures or common setisais. The
Bible is forusto live by, not Him. There is nothing | have
written here, or that any man has ever writtert, bivads God to
a certain course of action. | am just pointing the fact that,
apart from a miracle on His part, no one can livélell or in
the Lake of Fire in a natural, human body. It @asl, you will
remember, who said that man was made from dirtthatto
dirt he would return. But, this was said only cams body.
The spirit of life that God breathed into Adam’staly body
was not made from dirt, and that spirit has neezome dirt
after any man has died. The spirit of man liveafber the body
returns to dirt. That is why this study of Hellagen worth
taking the time to do.
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THE BODIES OF THEDEAD

Paul said thatrfot all flesh is the same fleSland “there is
both a natural and a spiritual bodly(1Cor. 15:39, 44).
According to Jesus’ parable of the rich man in Kigll. 16:20-
31), the dead have eyes (v. 23); the dead havei¢srityat can
sense thirst (v. 24); the dead have fingers (v, tb¢)dead have
bosoms (v. 23); the dead can speak and hear (v26R4he
dead can feel pain (v. 24); and the dead can rereana have
feelings of fear and of compassion for their lowees still on
earth (vv. 27-28). All these things are revealedhat one
parable from the Lord. But there is much more aés@ by
other men of God. Paul said that the dead haves@agwell as
tongues (Phip. 2:10-11), and Paul and John bothesigd that
the dead have feet and legs (Rom. 14:10; Rev. 20:12

When God brought the prophet Samuel up out of tdell
rebuke King Saul (1Sam. 28:7-20), Samuel was in
recognizable form. When the wicked woman beingluse
God to bring up Samuel screamed, King Saul askedde
describe what she saw. She answered first thatashégods”
ascending out of the earth. These “gods” wereabbybangels
returning from Hell after carrying souls eitherdriRaradise or
Torment. Then the terrified woman adde&n“old man is
coming up, and he is covered with a mantl&nd from her
description, Saulperceived that it was Samuel

As for the dead still having bodies of some sbdugh not
of earthly flesh, Isaiah gave us some insight wieeprophesied
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of how things will be after the Final Judgment.r@imgh Isaiah,
the Father spoke to the Son and sdtayr“as the new Heavens
and the new earth, which | will make, shall remia&fore me,
says the bRbD, so shall your seed and your name remahkmd

it shall come to pass that from one new moon tdherpand
from one Sabbath to another, shall all flesh com&orship
before me, says theokD. And they shall go forth and look
upon the carcases of the men who have transgregsaast me
For their worm shall not die, neither shall theiiref be
guenched And they shall be an abhorring unto all fleglsa.
66:22-24).

By the time this prophecy comes to pass, the s@éhede
who will view sinners in the Lake of Fire) will havween given
bodies like Jesus’ glorified body (Phip. 3:20-2Cct. 15:52;
1Jn. 3:2). They will never again feel any painsorrow, nor
will they ever die (Rev. 21:4). These glorifieddoes are real
bodies; they are bodies made of a kind of “fledidttis not
earthly. Beyond that, however, in order for thergiled saints
to be able to view souls in the Lake of Fire, asdis clearly said
they would, the souls suffering in the Lake mustehbeen in
bodies of their own. What those bodies will be mad is
unknown, but they have to be observable; othertimesaved
would not be able to go out and look on thérarh one Sabbath
to another’ Even if it is beyond us to be able to desctibe
precise quality of the bodies of the damned, wetiaisast say
that the damned have bodies that could be viewed.

— S
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HELL ISWELL ORGANIZED

The fact that Hell was originally divided into tvdistinct
parts, Paradise and Torment, is the first indicedve have that
Hell is a well-organized place. The fact that ¢hare, as we
have seen, degrees of suffering, represented teyetitt depths
in Hell, is also an indication of a planned order‘the lower
parts of the eartli Isaiah (14:15) and Ezekiel (32:23) both
mention ‘sides of the Pit and Ezekiel adds a fairly lengthy
description of souls in Hell positioned in what epps to be a
regimented manner, even in Torment, with sinneps tagether
according to their nationality (32:23-29). In Gedspiritual
garbage dumps, He obviously separates the garbdgartto
specific bins. And He even has a bin for recydabt the
Bottomless Pit!

Throughout the Bible, but in John’s Revelation esgléy,
we are given glimpses of God’s orderliness, in Keatself, in
God’s week of creation, in the Law of Moses, anehiary other
thing He has done that we can observe, it is msinifat God
is the Master of organization. Therefore, it skioubt surprise
us to find that the things under the eartlwere also created in
a well-organized manner.

__4%%;>__
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FOOTNOTES

1

(Page 6) Understandably, there have been queséses]
as to the appropriateness of using material frocreahheathen
mythology in such a study as this. My respondbas | have
found elements of truth, remnants of truth oncesadad but
long forgotten, imbedded in many ancient mythiselleve that
the evidence shows a significant portion of theholggies of
the ancient world had roots in revealed truth, thuth which
had been twisted, and grossly at times, by theivaaginations
of men.

For example, it is a known fact that stories ofaaldrwide
flood may be found in unconnected cultures all atbthe
globe. It seems obvious that there had to have Be®mmon
basis for those flood stories and that the comnasmstfor them
was the truth about the Flood that is recordedendsis 7-9. |
also believe that the non-biblical flood storieattkxisted in
ancient heathen cultures were written after NoBlged and are
perversions of that holy biblical story.

When Homer, Virgil, and other ancient poets andessi
began their work, they would open their work witprayer to
certain goddesses called Muses for revelationeétients they
were about to relate and for aid in telling thergi@ccurately
and well. Inasmuch as Moses, David, Paul and atis and
godly men said that the gods of the Gentiles wefaat demons
(e.g., Deut. 32:17; 1Cor. 10:20), | believe thasd men were
contacting real spiritual beings, and that thosetspeally did
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communicate historical truths to those poets, mix¢dourse,
with error. We know that demons can reveal othsswi
unknowable information to humans, and even perfoiracles
through them; the Bible presents us with many exesysuch
as the fortune-telling slave girl in Philippi thRaul and Silas
dealt with (Acts 16:16) and the Egyptian magicianExodus
7:11-12. The epic poets, | believe, had a reaheotion with
fallen angels — demons — who sometimes spoke tm,the
revealing elements of the hidden past and inspifamgiful
elaborations on it.

Because | believe that there was known truth thedated
the myths of Classical Greece, | have confidenaedhce we
are grounded in the truth of Christ, we can disteerremnants
of truth that exist in those myths. Pride, theduat of carnal
knowledge (1Cor. 8:1) and the eldest child of thel@ionary
mind, tempts modern man to entirely dismiss the k&awf
ancient poets as the childish fruit of an insuéfidiy evolved
species. But history teaches us not to be quitensag and
skeptical. The ancients were not as ignorant anlibte as
proud modern man would like to think. Heinrich $eimann
was publicly ridiculed by Classical experts in tage 19
century because of his opinion that Homer’s epig lliad had
an historical basis, that there were elements stbhcal fact
mingled with obviously fabricated material. Whendet sail to
search for ancient llios (Homer's other name far dity of
Troy), no one expected him to discover it, confidas they
were that Homer’'s entire story was a product ofesilé,
unsophisticated human imagination. But when Soidien,
following Homer’s detailed geographic informatidiscovered
the ruins of the city of Troy in northwest Asia Min the entire
scholarly world was stunned. Once again, the solem
declarations offered to the world by scholars axukées were
proved to have sand as their foundations. Ancctdmdidence
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and pretensions of scholars and experts were edpagain, as
based more on pride for what little they know tlearhumility
before God for their obvious ignorance.

So, | believe that it can be helpful to refer tothr, or
elements of it, regardless of where that trutloisil. Doing so
can add color to one’s story and increase inteitestn give the
reader a wider and better perspective of the isstmved; it
can enlighten as to how certain issues developel, yes, it
can also at times turn out to be useless clutttespe that | have
successfully avoided that last possibility.

2 (Page 12) A prophecy in Isaiah 14:4-17 suggestgrary
to what we concluded in this study, that the Denaly actually
go, or may have gone, to Hell at some unrevealet potime.
All other biblical evidence agrees that the Dewdls/cast out of
Heaven onto the earth, that he has been walkingtabothe
earth since that time, and that, far from beingrtier of Hell
(as Christian myth has it), he has never even haarccupant
of it. So when or how, then, this prophecy ofdbaivas or will
be fulfilled, | cannot say.

3 (Page 12) The question has also been asked, thieae
will be a new heaven and a new earth (Rev. 21:hatwill
become of the heavens and the earth that now eWistare not
told that they will be cast into the Lake of Fitagrefore, |
assume they will not be. Jesus told us that “heared this
earth will pass away” (Mt. 24:35), but he says majhabout
howthey will pass away or what will be done with theReter
gives us more detail in 2Peter 3:7-13hé heavens and the
earth which exist now are kept in store by the Wofdsod],
reserved for fire against the Day of Judgment agstiiction of
ungodly men. . . The day of the Lord will come as a thief in the
night, in the which the heavens shall pass awal wigreat
noise, and the elements shall melt with a ferveat irhe earth
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also and the works that are therein shall be burapd . . The
heavens, being on fire, shall be dissolved, anélgments shall
melt with fervent heat Nevertheless we, according to His
promise, look for new Heavens and a new earth, &her
dwelleth righteousness

4 (Page 14) Peter explained that when Jesus destaride
Hell, he did so in order tgteach unto the spirits in prison, who
sometime were disobedient, when once the longsuffeir God
waited in the days of Noah, while the ark was gppring’
(1Pet. 3:19-20).

At first, it is unclear as to who exactly are “tieas prison”.
We know that they are at least those who lived teefloe Law
was given, for Peter expressly says so. Paul\aiste that
“until the Law, sin was in the world, but sin is moputed when
there is no law(Rom. 5:13), and sodeath reigned [over man]
from Adam to Mosé¢Rom. 5:14). The basic question is, does
the phrase “spirits in prison” include those wheetl under
Moses’ Law or does it refer only to those who livesfore it
was given? Paul explicitly said that those whedivduring the
time of Noah (that is, before the Law) had nothioygwhich
they could be judged, and their sins were not iegud them
because God had given no Law to men at that tifmwvever,
Jesus plainly told the Jews that Moses would stanthe
Judgment against those who transgressed the Lav.@h).
So, the question is, if those under the Law alrehdy
something by which they could be judged, then whybhd Jesus
go preach to them? It seems very unlikely thasJdisobedient
to the Law of Moses would be visited in hell byukeand given
another chance. This seems true for two readarst, because
Abraham told the rich man in Hell that if the Jemsuld not
hear Moses, they would not hear Jesus (Lk. 16:31gsus
himself said the same in John 5:46-47. Secon@oil has
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appointed Moses to stand in judgment against tias Jeho

lived under the Law, then Moses will judge themtlhg Law

that they transgressed. And if they are giventarathance by
having Jesus descend to preach to them in Heh, dinewhat
basis could Moses any longer judge them? Woubldribethen

be judged by something greater than the Law bedheasene
greater than the Law had come to them?

When Lazarus, the poor beggar in Jesus’ paral#d, te
was taken by the angels into the comfort of Abrakdmsom
(Lk. 16:22). That scene has been a wonderful eag@ment to
the poor among men since Jesus described it, blgatraises
a question. Lazarus lived and died under the lbastvAbraham
lived and died centuries before God gave the Law;yeet, they
were together in the same place in Hell. If Abraha to be
counted among “the spirits in prison”, then woutit bazarus
also be a spirit in prison with Abraham, beingia same place?
Unless there was some sort of spiritual differanade between
them, of which we are told nothing, the obviousvearsis that
they were in the same prison.

So, the question, for me, remains unanswered. PBtdr,
in the verses quoted, consider Jews who lived stuhder the
Law to be among “the spirits in prison” in the Hexdrthe earth?
We are confronted with information that could letal
conflicting answers, and it is best, in my viewt taspeculate
too much about such things as God chooses to leaept<Dt.
29:29).

> (Page 16) The closest thing to one’s sin beingddoout
before Christ came was when God “put away” Daviliss
during his wretched affair with Bathsheba. Thagike of
mercy was not allowed by the Law of Moses. It veas
forgiveness completely unexpected because unlawtfulas a
shadow of New Testament mercy in an Old Testanedtihg,
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and it was so confusing to the Israelites thaténgually led to
a terrible civil war; on one side were those, lgdiavid’s own
son Absalom, who did not believe that God had sheuch
mercy to David, and on the other side, much smétflen the
first, were those who believed that He had donesen if they
could neither understand or explain it.

® (Page 39) The phrasaht worm does not di€used by
Isaiah, 66:24, and three times by Jesus, Mark 94@448) was
in use in the mid-17century as a reference to a gnawing, guilty
conscience. A collection of sayings concerningugite for
young men, attributed to one Francis Hawkins, idetli this
admonition: Labour to keep alive in thy breast that little sker
of Celestial fire called Conscience, for Conscietzean evil
man is a never dying worm, but unto a good man at’'s
perpetual feast

Incidentally, as much as two centuries later, gfisase,
with the same meaning, was used by James FeninumeeC
America’s first great novelist, in hlsast of the Mohicans

" (Page 45) lItis obvious, from the words that Hoplaces
on Zeus’ lips, that in very ancient times, the Geeleelieved in
this extremely gloomy place, far worse than Hellled
Tartarus The fact that Peter knew and used the word
(Tartarug that Homer used many hundreds of years earles do
not mean that Peter was imitating Homer; it onlyansethat
there was a basis of truth behind some of Homeoskwtruth
that was perverted and lost as generations of fftertlae Flood
fell deeper into sin.

Homer’s mythological perversion of the truth abthe
existence of a place worse than Hell does noterléast make
that place itself a myth. And Peter’s use of tloed\l artarus
(in a verb form) does not mean that he was forrmgatoctrine
based on popular Gentile mythology. He was notywhe an
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anointed man of God moved by the Spirit of truttwiite the
things he wrote. Knowing that some would thinkesthise,
Peter himself declared to his readers thé¢ ‘have not followed
cunningly devised fables when we made known ttwquower
and coming of our Lord Jesus Chtig2Pet. 1:16).

| believe that Peter was moved by the Spirit of Gotkll
the unadulterated truth. | also believe that Howess moved by
demons to fabricate myths, sprinkled throughouhwiague
remnants of truth that demons knew, or truth tred been
revealed to men in generations before Homer but esh
neglected by them and lost.

8 (Page 46) Much of what is said here concerningthee
and status of fallen angels hinges on them beiagdé#mons
mentioned throughout the Bible. The Bible nevepliekly
states that the fallen angels are demons, and eddsht least
note that. Of course, the Bible never explicithtss that it was
the Devil who deceived Eve, either.

That said, it must be pointed out that we lay p foa our
own feet when we insist that no truth exists uniessplainly
stated in the Bible. Even Paul, in some of higutsions to the
saints, felt free to appeal to common sense (1Chd.4) or to
offer his own opinions about a matter (1Cor. 7:6eXen if he
had no specific Scripture to prove his point, andreif the
Spirit had not revealed anything specific to himatthe issue
(1Cor. 7:39-40).

® (Page 61) This key to the Bottomless Pit is foimthe
hand of another angel in Revelation 20:1, an aalgelt whom
nothing is said about falling from Heaven. Thstfangel who
opened the Pit, Apollyon, may have been a fallegelan

10 (Page 62) Apollyon, the “king” over the creatuir@sn the
Bottomless Pit, seems to be a fallen angel of gratority, one
of the most powerful of the “stars” drawn down toté by the
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tail of the dragon (Rev. 12:4). “Apollyon” meari3éstroyer”.
In the Old Testament, he passed over Egypt toalilithe
firstborn of the Egyptians (Ex. 12:23), and he isntioned
elsewhere (Job 26:6; 28:22; Ps. 17:4; Prov. 15:11).

1 (Page 64) | do not insist that Hitler is the comBeast, but
he does serve as an example of how a world rulddcdie”,
and yet there be no actual proof of his death.thdt was ever
found of his body, according to Russian officialada
documents, was the very charred remains of a maunt dlis
size. Tests performed on bone fragments eventuadge
available to Westerners after the 1993 collapsthefSoviet
Union seem to indicate the body which the Sovigt$riom the
West was actually Hitler's. Therefore, it is vgrgssible that
Hitler actually did kill himself, as was first anmaced by the
Soviets. On the other hand, it is also possikd¢ tire burned
bodies they found in a shallow grave outside Hglbunker on
that April day in 1945, were not those of Hitleddris mistress
Eva Braun.

Again, | do not teach that Adolph Hitler is the Beaf
Revelation. | only use him and his mysterious ez an
example of how men may assume a death took plaea vh
may not have. Atthe same time, | should pointtbat it is not
only Hitler's death that serves as an good exawiplee kind of
man the Beast will be, for Hitler's deeds whilerigy on earth
certainly exhibited enough of Satan’s vicious héirEthe Jews
for him to qualify to be the Beast, even if he &d.n

One more element important to the Beast'’s stomystiauld
be noted is that when the Beast returns to liveanth,he will
be recognized as truly being who he claims to Bkis could
hardly be the case with any earthly ruler, regasite# how evil
and powerful he was, if he lived before the timeswipictures
or film were invented. For example, if a man artiss@ower
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and claimed to be the Roman Emperor Nero returo@aith,
he would immediately be dismissed by all mankinduastic.
It would be impossible, with the technology andmhation we
have today, for him to prove his claim and convitieemasses.
But someone such as Hitler would be easily recaié to
billions of people. Television has made his faamifiar to
people in every culture around the earth. Indbedause of the
obsession with Hitler of many television producei®ok
publishers, and movie makers, Hitler's face is algythe most
recognizable face of anyone who has ever walkeeaht.

Whether or not the Beast proves to be Adolph Hitlee
Beast will be recognizable to the inhabitants ofteas someone
who has previously lived and ruled on earth. Héhlea a well-
known ruler in history who is presumed to be déwad he will
re-appear on the world stage, still lusting fortlegrpolitical
power and still hating the Jews with all his heart.

12 (Page 64) Hell (1Pet. 3:19) and the BottomlessMRitv.
20:7) are both referred to as prisons.
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RESPONSES TO THISTUDY ON HELL

Brother John:

When you were speaking tonight about Tartarus amat w
the darkness of no conviction for doing evil mustike, | was
reminded of something Peter wrote which helps neevdeat
you were saying about the “tartarized” conditiontlud fallen
angels (1Pet 1:12)Unto [the prophets] it was revealed that,
not unto themselves but unto us they did ministerthings
which are now reported unto you by those who hagaghed
the gospel unto you with the holy Ghost sent dowwn Heaven,
which things the angels desire to look ihtd his shows us that
angels (both fallen and faithful) desire to lookoirthe light
which we can have in Jesus. This was something Kaed
before hand, that even faithful angels would haeedesire, but
not the grace, to understand the gospel and thefihg Spirit.

Jude referred only to fallen angels when he wrbtide
angels which kept not their first estate, but ldfeir own
habitation, [God] has reserved in everlasting claiander
darkness unto the judgment of the great'day6). However,
even though they are “reserved in chains undemgasl, they
still have a desire to dwell among the saintshat were not the
case, then why would there be evil spirits hidingpagst us, as
we have found out in recent times? They certdialye a desire
to be around us. Satan, especially, remembersithas like
to be in the presence of God. He envied and waGiadls
glory while he was there in heaven with God, anceheies
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God’s glory in us now, and likes to be aroundviet, he and his
angels have lost the opportunity to be blessedchinveay by

what they see in us. Their desire proceeds fromvarheart.

Inthe “Tartarus” condition, nothing produces iariconviction
for evildoing — not even the holiest of things thia¢y might
witness among the saints. It must bring an everatgr

condemnation upon them to see the wonderful blgsdmom

God upon the body of Christ on earth.

Paul said that apostlesare made a spectacle (Greek
theatron) unto the world, and to angels, and to rhéfrappears
that God intended from the beginning for men angleénto
watch us who have the Spirit, so that in the waglont of our
salvation, there may be a blessing for upright Enged men,
and greater condemnation for ungodly angels and men

That verse from Jude does not say that God tooly Hvea
desire of fallen angels to look into the thingshage, but when
they “left their first estatg they lost the opportunity for that
desire to lead to any blessing for them. Cast doswminto this
state of darkness and “chained” to it, they aredeomned to
become more and More guilty by whatever holy thitigsy
witness, but from which they are forever barreteyjust can’t
stop themselves from making it ever worse for thedwes in the
Final Judgment.

| hope we can live so that we do not disappointaitaful
angels who are watching us, hoping to learn mocaiiatheir
God, if God enables them. We can learn the fe@aaf from
many places, and if we carefully consider thesegshiwe will
learn from the example of the wretched angels vdilowed
Satan and were, with him, cast out of Heaven ih&t place
called “Tartarus”.

Damien
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Yes, Damien!

And your comments reminded me of what Paul said tha
faithful saints are doing; that is, educating spial powers
concerning the things of GotiTo the intent that now unto the
principalities and powers in Heavenly places miggnknown by
the Assembly the manifold wisdom of G@ph. 3:8-11).
jdc

Dear Brother John,

Last night was so good for me to be able to be yothall
to learn about the “abode of the dead”, or Helld(anther
places). Reading the handout again this mornivggad very
thankful to have been there to hear the truthswieae talked
about. | would love to pass it on to others.

Some things that stood out and some thoughts Weae!:

All who are on the earth are before the Lord, dhd/lao
are in Hell are before the Lord. There is no eedegm Him in
either place. All those who are there (in Hellpknthat truth.
| have been thinking this morning that only on leacan a
wicked person believe that there is an escape lftelirand, so,
receive a type of “rest” (from the fear of Godi.that way only
(believing a lie) is there a sort of rest for thieked in this life.

| loved learning that Job knew that descending 8tteol
was a permanent condition, but he still had hope®@od would
not forsake him. He knew something about what tvame
in his prayer written in Job 14:130"that you wouldest hide me
away in Sheol, that you wouldest keep me secrét, your
wrath be past, that you wouldest appoint me a is&,tand
remember mé He was looking for the appearing of Jesus while
he lived, just as we do now. We also al@oking for that
blessed hope and the glorious appearing of thetgsal and
our Savior Jesus Chris{Tit. 2:13).
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Then, hearing how Jesus did remember those held in
Paradise was so good. He rescued the righteoasdid’t
forget those who trusted in Him. And now for thede belong
to Him through the Spirit, He does not delay orhivdld
Himself when this life is over. There is no wagtianymore.

| also loved learning that God had organizatiogheolnd
that the righteous were separated from the wickBagat was
merciful and kind. And now, even for those who tedj the
discomfort they felt is at an end.

There are still things that are going around inagd from
last night. It was so good. Thank you.

Brother John,

| understood tonight that Hell was not createdian, but
for the Devil and his angels. Does this meanttmaDevil and
his angels sinned before Adam and Eve?

Bro Randell

Hi Brother Randell:

Where in the Bible study did we read that Hell was$
made for men? You must be one of those who thaik t
Gehenna is Hell!:)

Matthew 25:41 tells us only that there is a firepared for
the Devil and his angels (rather than for people, assume).
But which fire is that? Hell or the Lake of Firel’think the
evidence points exclusively to the latter

But as to your question, yes, the Devil sinnedreefaam
and Eve did Otherwise, there would have been no serpent to
deceive Eve in the Garden of EdeAs for the angels that
followed the Devil in his wickedness, | supposeéttiy fell into
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sin shortly after the Devil fell, but the Bible dosot give us a
time frame there

Daddy,

| take it that the Devil and his angels sinned be#ddam
and Eve but were not cast out of Heaven until Jesses from
the dead and ascended into heaven. | wonder if €&ed
pointed the Devil out in Heaven as “a bad guy'if éte kept all
of it in His heart, letting him deceive those haildoof the
angels until they were all suddenly gone. . . .thisre any
evidence one way or another?

te.

Hi Token:

The evil spirits were still in God’s presence inaden
during the Old Testament (e.g. 1Kgs. 22:19-28) least, they
had easy access to the Almighty. God spoke vath tand they
with Him. In the case from 1Kings 22, God spoke quite gpenl
with an evil spirit, in what was something like aalkenly
counsel, about that demon coming to earth to lyegIspirit in
the mouths of the false prophets in Isragb, all the Heavenly
host must have known there was evil among them

The attitude of the faithful angels, cherubim, géien, and
other Heavenly creatures is unknown, but we camg @ from
certain of Jesus’ teachings that it was one ofgrate (After
all, who in Heaven has authority to do anythingtt@ad has
not commanded?) | am thinking in particular ofuggparable
of the tares in the fieldin that parable, God’s servants wanted
to rid the field of the tares immediately upon digery that they
were there But God forbade them to do so until His appointed
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time The attitude of those servants of God then hathamge,
and it did, once they heard His voice and learnéatiis will
was

So, there seems to have been among the faithfatuces
in Heaven a knowledge that some of them had bewocked
And when they saw God do nothing immediately aibotiney
resolved to share Heaven with unfaithful Heavendatures in
quiet confidence until God’s appointed time (whemethat
would be) They must have wanted badly for the wicked to be
cast out, though, for when the Son of God retutmatde and
Satan and his followers were finally cast out, flaghful
creatures rejoiced (Rext2:1-12)

You will remember also that Jesus tolerated Judas i
silence for years, even to the point of keepingther disciples
in the dark about him Indeed, even up to the moment Judas
exposed himself as the betrayer by leading the tm@brest
Jesus in Gethsemene, the other disciples (withptissible
exception of John), thought Judas was a disciplegaod
standing

John,

There are many thoughts that arise from last nikfay and
| had a good time this morning discussing it aratireg some
verses from the Bible.

We read Romans 9:14-23. In particular, these sestemd
out (22-23): What if God, willing to shew His wrath, and to
make His power known, endured with much longsufietie
vessels of wrath fitted to destruction, and thatriight make
known the riches of His glory on the vessels otgerhich He
had afore prepared unto gloty
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“Fitted to destruction” reminded me of 2Peter’dest@ent,
“But these, as natural brute beasts, made to bentakel
destroyedl which is an amazing statement now that we have
more understanding of iThese vessels of wrath are not merely
endured with longsuffering but with much longsuiifigr In
doing this, Paul says God is showing His wrathrma#ing His
power known; but to whom? Surely to those who lsimg
blessed in the way verse 23 describes. As muctheaBlood
and Sodom and Gomorrah are examples to us, switas we
see someone in this state. | expect that we aallnsore of it in
the future. God wants us to understand it now.

This was the same passage (the one from Romand) tha
was considering when the Lord posed two questionsst (1)
“If | told you that, no matter what you did, you uld not be
saved, what would you do?” This question came \liin
feeling that | would retain the knowledge of Golad (or at
least | thought that | did or that | was right)dg&) “If | showed
you a way to be saved, then what would you do?”

| now know the first question was describing theestor
close to it, of being “tartarized”. Utterly helgeand unable to
do anything that counted as right before God. ¥herg wrong
in His eyes!

Kay and | also discussed the fact that for a lamg Satan
and demons, as angels in Heaven, were able toloeforee God
and hear God and even receive instruction in wihabt We
wondered about the many ministers of Christiat{tywho do
hear from God. A “tartarized” person may stillddewed into
the presence of God and truly hear from God, andt ye all
damning them the more certainly. It seems to raeXty itself
must be connected to this casting into Tartarusome way.
The rejection of light by early believers was reslet by God
with the darkness of Xty, but still God has a tiyet reserved
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for His people to get out of it before it is casto that
inescapable place when God sends the “strong delusi

The way into Tartarus is to refuse to repenthéittis your
heart’'s wish, then God will grant it. Getting infartarus may
be more a process than an instantaneous thing.meéhey of
God may just make it that way becaus#nén He makes a way
to His wratli there is no escape.

Paul, Peter, John and Jude wrote letters which ghatv
they saw the rising up of this unrepentant spirliey marveled
at it and warned those who could hear them. GleBdter and
Jude discerned in the Spirit that some had beendaib@d by
God. We live in a time when God is revealing tridhus, and
it must surely come to pass that this truth willodely known
and taught. The more we have from God, the maeggpected
of us, and the greater the possible punishmentsefection.
These are clear principles in God.

This is wonderful, but so fearful.

John:

Damien wrote: “The way into Tartarus is to refuse t
repent. If that is your heart’s wish, then God grant it.”

Wow, John, this was a good insight by Damien. What
thought!

When we refuse to repent, it seems that non-repeatis
what we want with “all our heart”. And one day Guil give
us our “heart’s desire” — just as He said. Hégwle us a place
to live eternally where we will not, and cannopeat - and all
that goes with it.

Gary
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Yes, that comment stood out to me, too

Hey.

Damien wrote: “The way into Tartarus is to refuse
repent. If that is your heart’'s wish, then Godlwiant it.
Getting into Tartarus may be more a process than an
instantaneous thing.”

Does that mean that people can be in a half-tagdstate?

te.

No. It's all or nothing Either it is hopeless (Tartarus) or
there is hope. That said, it is normal that, agwainything else,
whether a blessing or a curse, a person would dess®wly
over time, by degrees of disobedience and dullvfdssart, into
the condition in which he would provoke God to eunsn like
that

Hi:

| loved what you gave us last night about beingétized”.
It put more fear of God in me than ever, but atdime time, it
gives me more encouragement than ever. It makesaneto
obey God more than ever. And it feels cleaner &vam. | love
that.

During the night, | kept having thoughts about ¥e&rd
“adulterous”. | would have different thoughts itough the
night. The first was that a person can be phylgiclise to their
spouse — but if they have physically been with sameeslse, or
if in their heart they are not with their spousethat is
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adulterous. Thenlremembered how Jesus defindteayl that
even if a man looked and lusted after a woman dakediready
committed adultery in his heart. | was also rememg what
we read last night in the Tartarus study, howhiter to be one
way or the other - but being “mixed” is worse tladih Then |
was having thoughts of the great whore in Revatatio
Christianity. She is not even married. She isin@ovenant
with God, but she loves the physical act — Chmstydoves the
physical act of worshiping God. But that’s allthizey have —
it is just of the flesh. And then how God is aadjiHis children
to “Come out of her, my people, that ye be notglaats of her
sins, and that ye receive not of her plagues.”

It all goes back to the heart! That's just whathvear God
saying to His people through the prophets. | dantw quite
how to put it all together, but it feels like | al@arning
something.

Donna

Hi Sister Donna:

Yes, it does feel as if you are learning something

| would not at all say that the children of God wdre still
inside Christianity have nothing but the ceremofoains of the
Christian religion with which to worshipAfter all, to be a child
of God means to have the holy Spirit within, bycktone can
really worship God. But | must say that, bein@imristianity,
their worship is “mixed”, which to God has alwaysdn the
worst spiritual state to be inlIf the biblical attitude of God
holds true in this case, God would rather His cteldeither be
nothing but Christians or be completely separatexnf that
abomination (“Come out of her!”) It is God’s children, trying
to force a mixture of His Spirit with the great was lovely,
wicked spirit, that causes most of the confusiahdivision that



95

exists among the saints on earth todMay God save us from
that great mistake!
jdc

John:

| have a question. If a person has been “tartdijziee way
| understand it, there is no coming back. But witbmk of the
king eating grass several years, would that bexample of
reversal?

Wendell

Hi Wendell:

Since last night, that question has already be&p@sf me
a couple of times

You were right with your first thought, Wendellhere is
no coming back from TartarusGod doesn’t play around with
people’s soulsHe is eternally serious about every judgment He
makes No one in Tartarus can possibly return to thieddife
where God speaks to man and guides him towardaaylgness

King Nebuchadnezzar was not sent into Tartarus bg G
when he was given the mind of an animélsay that with
confidence because it is obvious that with the rafrech animal
out in the field eating grass, Nebuchadnezzar cowgldhave
been sinning at all, just as animals do not sind amuch less
was the king sinning constantly, as those in Tadaare
condemned always to do

| think that anyone who claims that he has bedrattarus
and back is either ignorant or he is trying to iraps people
with an extraordinary tale and false humilityOr, it could
possibly be that he is under the wicked influeri€gadholicism,
which teaches that “Purgatory” existsThat is an imaginary



96

place, sort of a half-Hell, invented by ancientig&lus
myth-makers as a destination after death for pewpie did not
obey God in this life but weren't all that bad. eféfore, they
are rewarded with a second chance to go to Para@ifter they
have been “purged” in Purgatory from their sinsdayffering an
appropriate length of time) But it is foolish to think that any
amount of suffering on our part can purge our si@nly the
blood of Christ can do that for us, and no man aidGver
taught that after death, that precious, sin-cleagslood is still
available to sinners.

jdc

Hello John.

Thank you for your message last night on “tartdidrg.
| am thankful for some meat, John — meat that mate$e on
my bed at night and pray for God to help me, toehaercy on
me, to help me love Him more, and to obey Him.cQirse, it
takes “doing” - and for that, we have the powerta holy
Ghost. Most of God'’s children do not have suchidlpge to
“eat” what we eat, John. | want to stay VERY thamhKor
being allowed at this table. May God bless all ¢hddren to
hear things from Him that we do regularly througiuy

John, Wendell's question and your answer brougtteso
thoughts to me of these verses in 2Peter 3:9-The ‘Lord is
not slack concerning his promise, as some men chackness;
but is longsuffering to us-ward, not willing thahyashould
perish, but that all should come to repentan8at the day of
the Lord will come as a thief in the night; in thdich the
Heavens shall pass away with a great noise, anckbments
shall melt with fervent heat, the earth also anel Works that
are therein shall be burned u®eeing then that all these things
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shall be dissolved, what manner of persons ougtd e in all
holy conversation and godliness

Just because God does not immediately strike whwilean
we sin (or even when we are weak and sin multipieg), does
not mean He is “slack”. It does not mean we hateeg by, or
that He does not consider it important.

But God’s longsuffering is SO great, and His offigriof
repentance is SO generous that it's hard to takBut as Peter
said, He is not slack either. If correction cortiege and time
again, and we don’t let the Spirit fix it - whatllbod’s options
be? Either death for our good, or tartarizatiargamnation.

My pointis this: Personally, since | have beethis truth,
| have NEVER seen a situation where you had nat ieeking
to correct a person MANY times before God evenyusdint
them away somewhere (in their heart first, and timetheir
body). Itis just as God says - He is longsuffgrinot willing
that any should perish. But there comes “a timég’has been
different with each person - a different level atipnce and a
different amount of time the door stayed open.

But then, there was a time when it was over. Wihei
time is, God knows. Butit's not something to teypd around
with or delayed, when correction comes our way. n&ed to
fix it with all our heart, soul, AND BODY! We nedd fix it
FAST! What manner of people ought we to be irhaliness,
godliness, and lifestyle, knowing the time WILL cePn

Bro. John:

Thank you! | am so grateful that | had the oppoity to
proofread your study owhat the Bible really says about Hell
What a wonderful experience | found in the pagesaf study!
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First of all, as | read in the beginning how youd &éme boys
began your study, | was not expecting to find auqe page
that so tenderly spoke of the Father and the Sah the
“innocent pain” that they both endured so that weld be
where we are today. My! “Innocent pain”. | haar thought
of pain in that way, but that is exactly what itsvainnocent.
Considering the innocent pain they both enduredhited me
deeply. |felt the love as | read it.

As | continued reading, | found myself not so much

“engulfed in the flames” of Hell as | was overwhehinby the
love of God in everything | was reading. | reatizbat this was
not just a study on Hell, but a wonderful StoryGxd, God’s
love, God’s power, God’s righteousness, God’s gestGod’s
patience, God’s longsuffering towards mankind -t pigain
“‘God”. God is right; God is fair; God is just. Gas all
powerful. God’s power can destroy or save. | thumyself
several times stopping and asking myself, “Do yeliglve what
you are reading?” | knew that if | did, it wouldrapel me to
live God’s way, wanting only His desires in my hear

After | completed the reading, | sat soaking in Wwhiaad
justread. It was a Story of God the Creator.idtbe only One
with Power to “take and destroy” or “save and resto And
this side of the grave is the only place we caa éecording to
God’s will. After death, all is said and done. thiag else can
be accomplished. As Brother Darren’s song sayew should
we live, knowing the soul never diés?

Thank you for this Story of God.

Hi John.
This evening | began to read through your Hell g as
| got to around page 22 in the “Can Anyone Escapd”H
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section, | started to have some feelings, and &bég drift into
them. You were talking about men of Bible haviagH to
believe that God would deliver them from Sheol, dhen
having Jesus deliver them from it, and a feelingpgdreciation
flooded me. It all depended on Jesus!

| laid the study down on my chest and let gratitfiliene.
| thanked God for many things . . . for Jesus, eigflg that he
has made my heart open to the truth, and that Henaale my
life perfect for me — just because he loves mee, b¢cause it
pleased Him, has given me understanding in Himadode for
truth that many “mighty” earthly men do not hawe has kept
me, preserved me, and has created circumstanoegttout life
that have thus far kept the lust of the flesh herride of life,
or any other weakness or sin from sweeping me awigyhas
given me a holy Spirit that has the power and dhre that will
keep me from that place | am reading about — Héd.paid the
price. He did it all. These were some of my thasgas |
stopped reading — | just wanted to give glory tonHi

OK, then | picked the book back up and flipped bk
page 23. There, | read, “Let's Pause a Minute todt
God"!!!l Wow! Itgoeson... “We are loved byo@!". . . “We
must avoid the pitfall of pride, lest our study bee merely
academic”. . . “It was by the willingness of thenSand of the
Father to suffer that we may have eternal life”. “so, give
praise and honor to both the Father and the Sdahéqgrain they
endured to bring about so great a salvation”, etc.

It sure was a wonderful feeling to have alreadyseditiose
things when | read it. To be exhorted to do they Wieing God
had just put in my heart to do, did something il ni@at was
God putting it in my heart to give Him glory . far only He
knew what was on the next page! | love His ways His
feelings.
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I’m enjoying the book very much. But | really wadtto
pause and testify to my experience.

Good night and thank you for your labor.
Gary

If after reading the book, you feel like offeringnfible
praise to God, then you got the point.
So far, so good — from you and Sandy.

Brother John:

When we researched the question, “Do people in Hell
worship God?”, we found out that they cannot. FRsalm 6:5,
we read, For in death there is no remembrance of thee (God);
in Sheol who shall give you thanks®/ow.

So, my conclusion is that you should do all of ypraising
God on earth, live right, and then, praise Godsaven with all
the others that make it there. Then you won't eliane to
worry aboutSheo] much less the Lake of Fire.

Aaron
(one of “the boys”)

Thanks, Aaron.
| will try to remember to do that . . . while | can



