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WHY ME AND WHY THIS BOOK
(original introduction - October, 1980)

Early in this century, when the Pentecostal experiemas
freeing the hearts and souls of so many in Ameriexettvas a small,
scattered group of Pentecostal ministers who beganach te
doctrine they claimed had been revealed to them by Gloely stirred
many a mind with this teaching, but it never gained \aicteeptance.
Only a very few congregations, sprinkled among the Pestaco
community, held to this doctrine.

A very young and relatively well educated Pentecostaktein
George Clark (now approaching his 80th year), was recrioytéis
Overseer to visit these congregations and bring theck bo the
standard denominational line. This he assayed to do jrafact, he
did persuade some of the ministers to refrain from taegckiich
things in regular services, at least until they “goteright on it.”

Not long afterwards, “Preacher Clark”, who is my fathecame
increasingly burdened for the denominational divisionshvéxisted
among Pentecostal people, and, determined that God cowddhmit
body of Christ, he began to pray for the answer. uppased that he
would pray an hour or so, but his communion with God didstayh
until weeks later.

From that time, miracles and healings became an altpgrt of
my father’'s ministry, and, in addition, God began tocle&im
scriptural and spiritual truths for the sake of unitinggéisple. Much
to his surprise, the truths which God began to open tatingr were
the very doctrines he had labored to convince thosd, soattered
congregations to renounce.

Forthwith, he returned to each congregation to tefinthieeir
pastors had been right and that he had been wrong. dHatfiled
that responsibility, he went directly to the Overseat down with



him and the Bible, and showed him the truths he now statsd. The
Overseer could not argue with what was laid before Hi@.simply
said, “Brother Clark, we cannot change 30,000 people [apprtetima
the number of Church of God members at that timehérnrhe added
as he and my father embraced and wept, “Brother Clag&seldon’t
leave the church.”

My father didn’t leave. Later, however, his licemsss revoked
and he was ousted from that denomination for “teachimjrides
contrary to the church.” But contrary to the churchat, the truth
had to be taught to God’s people, and my father and atbetmued
preaching and teaching wherever possible the doctrinesindaught
them.

By the time | was born, the dust of those early es/eatl settled;
the participants were growing old and dying. The non-dematanal
prayer meetings my father led at Grandma's house had been
continuing fairly regularly for nearly 20 years. My fatlhwas 50. My
mother was 26 years younger.

| knew of, but never knew any other religion than thosme
prayer meetings. There were no committees, building fuods
bazaars. There were no contentions for authomt@sitions. There
were no patterned forms of worship. The saints wouttlegeon
Sunday afternoon in Grandma’s living room and begin tg praing
or testify to whatever God had done for them or throughtthat
week. This is the faith | learned.

At age 22, just months before | entered the seminaoylt not
have told you what a seminary was. (At times | stdinder.)
Nevertheless, my only difficulty in being accepted 3bminary was
the requirement of a recommendation by the “Board @icDes” of
my local church. There was no such thing down at GrarsidnAll
of those sorts of ecclesiastic or ritualistic systeand ceremonies
were foreign, strange, and a little suspicious to nwasd an alien to
the Christian religious world as you know it.

| stillam numbed by confusion when asked to what derettraim
| belong. | haven't yet found an answer to that questibich does
not communicate hostility. When | say “independenty,utter and
wiling dependence and reverence for Christ and my brethed



sisters everywhere, is belied. Or when | say “npnéiat
communicates a rebellious, government-despising spinever will
forget the contemptuous eyes of one professor at sgmuten he
looked at the “none” on my transcript and demanded, “Artdybat
is it that you have against the organized church? Boo'believe in
God?”

So, | really haven't learned the gentlest responsguestions
concerning to which faith | belong, for that therésexbut one faith
in God’s kingdom is all I have ever been taught and expese

After seminary, | entered for a short time the Orab&ts
Graduate School of Theology. While there, | heard depsor
express regret that there was no unifying theolog\eifPdntecostal-
Charismatic community. Coming from every denominagioth social
level, spirit-baptized people hold to all kinds of ideas arekds
concerning salvation, Spirit-baptism, and other spirixpleriences
and doctrine. He said that the Spirit-baptized people deedsiting
theology, and he was speaking the truth. My desire te tinis book
received that much more impetus from his words, becdusan the
truth that he was saying God’s people needed! | knew |
know even more surely now, that the uniting truths twitnd’'s
people are looking for and needing are the simple trutad khown
from childhood.

Shortly thereatfter, | left Oklahoma and returned toptayer
meetings and fellowship of the saints who had taught hmestC |
wanted to record the divinely revealed truths | knew waoelg the
children of God who were scattered everywhere. Burdbpete
divisive doctrines and deadened forms | had seen amonis Go
people, | prayed for guidance in the presentation of tiye Warayed
that 1 might be granted understanding and ability to comratic
faithfully to God'’s children the beauty and order anédi@m | had
always known of Christ, and to show my brothers asteéis of every
denominational persuasion how they might be one Imdaitl practice
as well as in spirit. And for the sake of His own deaeloved
people, God has enabled me to write these things.

This book is for the body of Christ and all who wouldabeart
of it. The contents are not contrived. They aveaéed and eternal.



They will heal broken fellowships in Christ's body. ephwill
enlighten and encourage and embolden. They will set Trieey will
bring peace, give joy, and make room for the perfect ¢d\@od.

With my heart, | give thanks to God for my determinetidat
who would not compromise his heavenly light for eartbigvenience.
God will reward him the reproach he suffered for theaamlesus.
And to the saints who have supported him and other nimigiieh
this healing message, this work belongs as much as to Foe
without their prayers, patience, and exhortations | trfigive fallen
to wolves long ago.

To every brother in every place, grace, love, and tiarnt the
fellowship of the Spirit, be your soul's world. And nthg things you
now read work God’s will in your heart.



INTRODUCTION TO THETHIRD PRINTING
(JANUARY, 2008)

Much has changed over the twenty-eight years singeniifirst
book, was produced in 1980. My father, “Preacher Clark”, died
Passover morning in 1989, at the age of 88, and mother di€8n
one day short of her 58th birthday. Except for Unc&slawidow,
Aunt Myrtle, all the other old saints have passed @, Sister Dell,
Sister Millie, Brother Frank, Uncle Joe, Aunt Leat8a&ter Manning,
and the rest. In 1992, lightning struck the farmhouse Gramgijpa
the house where the saints had met and prayed for rears; yAunt
Leatha watched helplessly as her birthplace burne@tgrdund. She
was the first child born in that house (in 1921) anddkeperson to
live there.

As those old warriors of the faith were leaving totgaheir
eternal home, God was adding souls to comfort us, anthemo
generation of saints is now being brought up to knowrthb &ind to
love it.

Jesus taught me the lessons you will read in this tititek, and
| am trusting him now to give you the discernment you neiéd in
order to determine whether or not | am telling thehtrut

My journey of faith began when | humbled myself to &him
those little country prayer meetings so long ago, aatl jtdurney
continues as | humble myself to Christ now to ligethe Spirit of
truth and obey it. | cannot adequately express my gratitrdée
faithful hearts who have encouraged me from the begjrinifollow
the sometimes astonishing voice of Jesus, no makierenthat voice
led me: my wife Barbara, whom God sent me as a g#nl never
repay, Earl and Betty Pittman, my elders in the Lord swiritual



children of my father as much as I, Glen Bartoaw I'sraelite indeed,
in whom is no guilg and Ellen Payne, my kinswoman within and
without. | mention their names as a small token ypnatitude for
the love of God they have shown me over these maaysyand
through great trials. God alone can give them a fittavgard.

To the saints of God everywhere, but especially to&ae saints
who gather at my house, | humbly offer this third editad my first
work. May God keep your hearts in His love until we nireaeaven,
and may He richly bless you forever.

Vi



MY CREDENTIALS

The only credentials that exist in the kingdom of God are the
credentials of the anointing of God. Earthlyacademic degrees and
religious titles are utterly worthless for edifying the saints. In
Matthew 16:17-18, Jesus told his disciples that only what is
revealed by God would edify the household of faith. In other
words, only what comes from the Father is safe for the children.

God loves His children with all His heart. That is the reason
that we see, throughout the Bible, the death penalty imposed on
men who taught God’s children false doctrine. The four chapters
in this book are ordained by God for you to read. They are the
result of four revelations from Jesus to me as a young man. Idid
not devise these things or glean them from other men’s teachings,
and the truths presented in this book will stand the test of the
Scriptures and of the Spirit.

[ begin each chapter with a brief description of the moment
Jesus spoke to me concerning the truth taught in that particular
chapter. Those four experiences from God are my authority, and
my only authority to write these things to His precious people.
But that is enough.



MY CREDENTIALS FOR WRITING CHAPTER ONE:
THE THIRD COMMANDMENT

In the summer of 1975, after I had completed my first year of
Seminary, [ happened to meet my father in a little hallway that ran
between his living and dining rooms. He was 73 years old, a
holiness preacher from the old school who, early in the 20"
century, had been anointed with power to heal the sick. I don’t
remember how the subject of praying in Jesus’ name came up, but
he made a comment that left me puzzled. He said, “You’ll see
these modern Pentecostal preachers lay hands on people to be
healed and say at the end of their prayer, ‘In Jesus’ name we
pray’, but nothing happens.” Then he added,“Jesus said if we
asked anything in his name, he would do it. That means
somebody’s got it wrong. Either Jesus told something wrong
when he said he’d do whatever we ask in his name, or saying ‘in
Jesus’ name’ to the end of a prayer is not what Jesus was talking
about.”

As Paul once said, “My mind was unfruitful.” I stood there
with nothing to say.

My father didn’t give me the answer. He calmly walked away
as if the conversation was over and left me staring at the wall,
wondering what it really means to pray “in Jesus’ name”.

My mind was so occupied with the issue my father brought
up, I didn’t even consider how very odd it was for him to bring up
such an important issue and then walk away without helping me
to resolve it. Only years later, replaying that sacred scene in my
mind, did I realize how strange it might have appeared to a third
party looking on. But by then, I understood what had really
happened. The Spirit had my father to put that issue before me
and then walk away because Jesus had determined, on that day, to
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take over my education in the things of God. Ifeel certain that my
father himself did not realize what the Spirit was using him for; but
then, whenever someone is “walking in the Spirit”, he is constantly
doing good things far beyond his own comprehension.

After my father left me standing there in the hallway without
an answer, | determined to read every verse in the Bible that had
the word “name” in it. Maybe by doing that, I could learn what
asking “in Jesus’ name” meant. Having gathered the necessary
materials, a notebook, a Strong’s Concordance, and my Bible, I
entered into my task, beginning in Genesis.

Whenever I came to a verse with “name” in it, I would copy
it, by hand and in full, into the notebook (computers were not yet
available), sometimes including the verses before and after, so that
I wouldn’t lose the overall sense. Many hours passed, as I
carefully went through the fifty chapters of Genesis. I did not
know that Jesus was waiting for me to arrive at the twentieth
chapter of Exodus.

So I continued working my way through the long list of verses
that had the word “name” in them, until my concordance led me
to the instance of “name” found in Exodus 20:7. Suspecting
nothing of what I was about to experience, but hopeful at every
verse, [ turned the pages of my Bible and read,

Thou shalt not take the name of the LORD thy God in
vain; for the LORD will not hold him guiltless that taketh

His name in vain.

When I read that Scripture, suddenly, and for the first time
in my life, the word of God came to me, and it brought a flood of
inner light that I cannot describe. It was the Lord Jesus, and he
gently spoke to me and said, “John, what in that verse has anything
to do with speech?”
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In response, I started to raise my hand to point to the word
in Exodus 20:7 that had to do with speech, but, astounded, I
realized for the first time ever that there wasn’t one. Throughout
my life, I had understood that commandment of God in Exodus
20:7 to be a prohibition against using foul language. Now,
because Jesus had spoken, that vain tradition no longer made void
the word of God. God’s true meaning, understood now for the
first time in my life, filled me with wonder. It was very much as
if T had lived in the dark my whole life and someone had suddenly
turned on all the lights in my house. I felt as if  needed to read
the entire Bible again, this time from the right perspective, for
what I saw was truly breathtaking.

And now, what the Lord Jesus graciously showed to me that
day, long ago, I humbly pass on to you, with my love in Christ.



CHAPTERONE
The Third Commandment

MARRIAGE

“Again the word of the @rRD came unto me,
saying, Son of man, cause Jerusalem to know her
abominations, and say, Thus says the Loo @nto
Jerusalem: Your birth and your nativity is of the land
of Canaan; your father was an Amorite, and your
mother a Hittite And as for your nativity, in the day
you were born, your navel was not cut, neither were
you washed in water to supple yolYou were not
salted at all, nor swaddled at all. No eye pitied you,
to do any of these things unto you, to have
compassion upon you; but you were cast out in the
open field, to the loathing of your person, in the day
that you were born And when | passed by you, and
saw you polluted in your own blood, | said unto you
when you were in your blood, Live!

“I have caused you to multiply as the bud of the
field, and you have increased and waxed great, and
you are come to excellent ornamentéour breasts
are fashioned, and your hair is grown, whereas you
were naked and bardNow when | passed by you, and
looked upon you, behold, your time was the time of
love, and | spread my skirt over you, and covered
your nakednessYea, | sware unto you and entered



into a covenant with you, says the Lordi;and you
became miné (Ezekiel 16:1-8)

God was speaking through the prophet Ezekiel to His wife,
Israel. He was recalling the time, nearly eight aees earlief,when
He rescued His beloved out of Egyptian slavery and ledtder
desolate mountainous region of the Sinai peninsula, viteentered
into a covenant of marriage with His beloved Israél.was an
incredibly eloquent proposal of marriage which the Lordl imade:

“You have seen what | did to the Egyptians, and how
| bore you on eagles’ wings and brought you to
myself Now therefore, if you will obey my voice
indeed, and keep my covenant, then you will be a
peculiar treasure to me above all people, for all the
earth is mine And you will be to me a kingdom of
priests, and an holy natich (Ex. 19:4-6a)

When Israel accepted God’s marriage proposal (Ex. 19:8), the
date was set for the marriage ceremony:

“And be ready against the third day, for on the third
day the IorRD will come down in the sight of all the
people upon Mount Sinai (Ex. 19:11)

What follows in the next chapters of Exodus is theoaot of
that sacred ceremony, the making of the covenantmiaga at Sinai,
when Israel was joined to her God and became His people.

TAKING THE NAME

When a man and a woman are united in a covenant obggy
they become “one flesh” (Gen. 2:24), and this “onehfiéars but
one name. For example, whBarbara Myersmarried me John
Clark, she became Barba@dark. She took my name.

Similarly, when we enter God’s covenant, we beconewith
Him in spirit (1Cor. 6:17). And in entering into God’srtidy”, we
take the family name. Paul once wrotebdw my knees unto the
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Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, of whom the whole family in heaven
and earth is namédEph. 3:14-15).

This is what happened at Mt. Sinai. Israel took Godine
promising to be His alone, while He promised thatwbald be ‘a
peculiar treasure unto me above all people

Now, there are fundamental conditions to every covenan
whether it is a business contract among men or dusdidovenant,
as here at Sinai. In a marriage ceremony, thesdafoental
conditions are called “wedding vows”, and the wedding voWws o
God’s covenant with Israel are preserved for us inddgd20:1-17.
They are popularly known as “the Ten Commandments”. watt
they really are is the agreement between God and Hiplgeo
concerning the fundamental requirements of life as agb&tis holy
family. The third of these ten commandments is (s 20:7):

“You shall not take the name of th@rRDyour God in
vain, for the Lord will not hold him guiltless who
takes His name in vaih

SPIRITUAL ADULTERY

The primary purpose for marriage, especially in the esmci
world, was procreation. Only by having children could tamily
name be carried on.

This was also the purpose of that holy marriage raiSiGod
was to be the head of the family. Israel was to biga children. |If
Israel would be faithful to her husband, His light andayaind truth
would spread throughout the world as membership in Hisyfgmalv
and grew. If she were unfaithful, there would be no lighthe
darkness, no instruction for the ignorant, and Israalldvdhave
entered into covenant with God to no good end. Beingtsaly
barren, she would have taken His name fruitlesslynédhing — in
vain!

To “take God’s name” mearts bear His nameto become a
part of the family that is called by His name, t@aeennto covenant
with Him and become His. To take His nameainis to enter into
covenant with Him and then fail to live up to the teraisthe
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covenant, resulting in fruitlessness. The wise md&raverbs 30:9
said that he could take God’s name in vain being a tii&f.could as
well say that a believer who has become a gluttorg lar, or an
adulterer, or who lives in any way that is contraryod’s will, has
taken God’s name in vain. This is what the Third Camidment
warns God’s people not to do. It does not specificaflgifl what is
commonly called “cursing” and using the word “God” as péthat

foul language. There are other Scriptures which forl@drisuse of
the name of “God” (e.g. Lev. 19:12a; 24:10-23).

The Third Commandment charges God’s people to bear His
name faithfully in holiness, for the way to God’s meis lighted by
the lives of His people. And if God’s own are livingliarkness, how
much greater is the darkness which is already in thielw®herefore,
God plainly warned Israel thatite LORD will not hold him guiltless
who takes His name in vain

The young bride Israel was to do just that. Rather bamn
God’s Law and light to the nations, she partook of theatdpbnd
immorality of those nations. She prostituted hewsedf God'’s gifts
by disobeying His commandments and following the ungodjjs\wé
the heathen. In yielding herself to foreign gods, Isbaeame a
spiritual adulteress, bringing a reproach upon the holy naime
Jehovah, the holy name she bore. Israel took time wdthe Lord in
vain.

Returning now to the chapter in Ezekiel with which taeted,
let’s continue reading God’s powerful message to Isragdeming
His care for her in her impoverished youth:

“Then | washed you with water; yea, | thoroughly
washed away your blood from you, and | anointed you
with oil. | clothed you also with broidered work, and
shod you with badgers’ skin, and | girded you about
with fine linen, and | covered you with silkdecked
you also with ornaments, and | put bracelets upon
your hands, and a chain on your necknd | put a
jewel on your forehead and earrings in your ears, and
a beautiful crown upon your headlhus were you



decked with gold and silver, and your raiment was of
fine linen, and silk, and broidered work; you ate fine
flour, and honey, and oil

“And you were exceeding beautiful, and you
prospered into a kingdomAnd your renown went
forth among the heathen for your beauty, for it was
perfect through my comeliness, which | had put upon
you, says the Lord @.

“But you trusted - poges :
in your own eﬁ(m
beauty, and £ m £y «
played the harlot .‘ kA
because of your X

renown, and f/{§
poured out your
fornications on
every one that ¥
passed by; his it %
was And of your
garments you
took, and decked
your high places with diverse colors, and played the
harlot thereupon; the like things shall not come,
neither shall it be so You have also taken your fair
jewels of my gold and of my silver, which | had given
you, and made to yourself images of men, and
committed whoredom with them, and took your
broidered garments, and covered them, and you have
set my oil and my incense before thévty meat also
which | gave you, fine flour, and oil, and honey,
wherewith | fed you, have you even set it before them
for a sweet savor; and thus it was, says the Land.G

“Moreover you have taken your sons and your
daughters, whom you have borne unto me, and these
have you sacrificed unto them to be devourdsdhis
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of your whoredoms a small matter, that you have
slain my children, and delivered them to cause them
to pass through the fire for them? And in all your
abominations and your whoredoms you have not
remembered the days of your youth, when you were
naked and bare, and were polluted in your blood

“And it came to pass after all your wickedness, (woe,
woe unto you! says the Lord8) that you have also
built unto you an eminent place, and have made you
an high place in every streetYou have built your
high place at every head of the way, and have made
your beauty to be abhorred, and have opened your
feet to every one that passed by, and multiplied your
whoredoms You have also committed fornication
with the Egyptians your neighbors, great of flesh, and
have increased whoredoms, to provoke me to anger
Behold, therefore | have stretched out my hand over
you, and have diminished your ordinary food, and
delivered you unto the will of them that hate you, the
daughters of the Philistines, which are ashamed of
your lewd way You have played the harlot with them,
and yet could not be satisfiedrou have moreover
multiplied your fornication in the land of Canaan
unto Chaldea; and yet you were not satisfied with
that

“How weak is your heart, says the Lordm; seeing
you do all these things, the work of an imperious
whorish woman, in that you build your eminent place
in the head of every way, and make your high place in
every street, and have not been as an harlot, in that
you scorn hire, but as a wife who commits adultery,
which takes strangers instead of her husband!
(Ezek. 16:9-32)
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HISTORY OFINFIDELITY

Prophet after prophet was sent to Israel, pleading, mgrni
delivering to her the great Husband’'s commandments fisr H
household. And prophet after prophet was scorned, beaigeyen
murdered for his effort. When the Lord Jesus nearetintiecfor his
own betrayal and death, he wept and grieved aloud:

“O Jerusalem,
Jerusalem! You
who kill the
prophets and stone
those who are sent
to you! How often
would | have
gathered your
children together ...
and you would
not!” (Mt. 23:37)

So Israel was left alone, but only after mercy uporncgnbad
been shown to her for her unfaithfulness, and chaséise upon
chastisement had befallen the nation, until both yneaad
chastisement had lost their effectiveness.

God had kept her alive in the desolate wasteland of firigi
years because He had promised Abraham that his childneld live,
even though keeping her alive meant keeping her alive tp Hiist
name in heathen worship and disobedience. He won biaitlasr
and established her in the land He had promised, oniytthezatch
as she compromised the honor of His name for the sgvade
godless living. And when, because of her own disobediémaagn
nations humbled her, He still cared for her and causededsis,
called “judges”, to rise up and break the yoke of foreign datiain.

“And when the @rD raised them up judges, then the
LorD was with the judge, and delivered them out of
the hand of their enemies all the days of the judge, for
it repented the @RD because of their groanings by
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reason of them that oppressed them and vexed them
And it came to pass, when the judge was dead, that
they returned, and corrupted themselves more than
their fathers, in following other gods to serve them,
and to bow down unto thenThey ceased not from
their own doings, nor from their stubborn way

(Jud. 2:18-19)

And Israel could not answer God'’s haunting questidfy have
you done this?(Jud. 2:2).

LIKE ALL THE NATIONS

After several centuries of living among heathen whoevied by
kings of their own rather than by Gédsrael approached Samuel,
whom God had raised up to judge Israel, and told hivigkée us a
king to judge us like all the naticghELSam. 8:5b).

“But the thing displeased Samuel, when they said,
Give us a king to judge uAnd Samuel prayed unto
the LORD. And the bRD said unto Samuel, Hearken
unto the voice of the people in all that they say unto
you, for they have not rejected you, but they have
rejected me, that | should not reign over thiem
(1Sam. 8:6-7)

The Lord then warned Israel, through Samuel, that the kings
over them would be severe rulers, and He pleaded with them to
be content with His own merciful kingship, but they replied:

“Nay! But we will have a king over us so that we also
may be like all the nations, and that our king may
judge us and go out before us, and fight our
battles” (1Sam. 8:19b-20)

And when God’s word came to pass, and the harshnesgf ki
rule divided the nation in half (1Kings 12:1-20), He stiflszhfor her
and sent His messengers to the northern half of tigglam (called
Israel) and to the southern half (called Judah), preqdbive and
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forgiveness, pleading with Israel to turn from followimg nations
and to be reconciled to God.

He sent Isaiah: (1:18):
“Come now, and let us reason together, says the
LorD. Though your sins be as scarlet, they shall be
white as snow; though they be like crimson, they shall
be as woaf

He sent Jeremiah (3:12-14a):

“Return, backsliding Israel, says therp, and | will

not cause my anger to fall upon you, for I am
merciful, says the @rp, and | will not keep anger
forever Only acknowledge your iniquity, that you
have transgressed against theAD your God and
have scattered your ways to the strangers under every
green tree and have not obeyed my voice, says the
LorD. Turn, O back-sliding children, says therD,

for I am married unto yall

He sent Ezekiel (33:11):
“As | live, says thedrD God, | have no pleasure in
the death of the wicked, but that the wicked turn from
his way and live Turn! Turn from your evil ways;
for why will you die, O house of Israél?

He sent Hosea (11:8):
“How shall I give you up, Ephraim? How shall |
deliver you, Israel? How shall | make you as Admah?
How shall | set you as Zeboidiy heart is turned
within me, my repentings are kindled together

He sent Joel (2:12-13):
“Therefore also now, says therb, turn you even to
me with all your heart, and with fasting, and with
weeping, and with mourningAnd rend your heart,
and not your garments, and turn unto th@rD your
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God, for He is gracious and merciful, slow to anger,
and of great kindness

He sent Micah (6:3):

“O my people, what have | done unto you? and
wherein have | wearied you? Testify against’me

He sent Zechariah (1:3):

“Turn unto me, says th@kbDof hosts, and | will turn
unto you’

He sent Amos, Elijah, Nahum, Habakkuk, Zephaniah, Haggai,
and others less known to us, but not to God. And wheseHethe
last prophetic voice in the Old Testament cryitidnave loved you,
says the brD’ (Mal. 1:2), Israel was no longer His bride, but was
married to vain paganism (Mal. 2:11) and could only respountten
blindness and bitternessifherein have you loved tgMal. 1:2).

And through the next four centuriésHne of the blackest
prophecies ever spoken to Israel became a living realitymore
prophets would be sent to guide her in the paths of°God.

“Behold, the days come, says tlerb God, that |
will send famine in the land, not a famine of bread,
nor a thirst for water, but of hearing the words of the
LorD. And they shall wander from sea to sea, and
from the north even to the east; they shall run to and
fro to seek the word of thekD, and shall not find it
In that day shall the fair virgins and young men faint
for thirst.” (Amos 8:11-13)

And it was so.
HOPEIN THE DARK

Those four dark, silent centuries saw the land of thes Je
wracked with cruel wars, treachery, confusion and féldre very
sacredness of Israel's faith grew stale. The tempie defiled by
heathen intruders. The High Priesthood became a pbfitize. The
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Law was surrounded, so as to protect it they said, &, adld fence
of uninspired tradition.

The religious harshness and emptiness of opinionatedidredi
resulted in the slow rise of sects within the Jewadigion during that
time. There arose the Pharisees, the SadduceestsZétdoodians,
Essenes, and other faiths within Israel itself. Eha its own
particular doctrine and standards, and each claimed toebegtit
way. Israel could no longer offer deliverance to gwused world; she
was herself confused.

And as the end of this dark era neared, the situatitsrael
grew desperate. The covenant of God was distortedetiMigt men
of great mind and empty soul. God'’s original, loving ititen for
making that first covenant was now so foreign to wie taught by
Israel's leaders that those who were persuaded to belmmsewvere
no longer being converted to God’'s faith. Jesus describe
situation in blunt terms:

“Woe unto you, scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites!

For you compass sea and land to make one proselyte,
and when he is made, you make him twofold more the
child of hell than yourselve's (Mt. 23:15)

This means that Israel's pastors converted peopleon@otl’'s
covenant, but ttheir interpretatiorof God’s covenant. It means that
the religion then taught and observed by the Jews wakeceligion
God originally gave the nation. It meant that throughthg
synagogues of Israel, rabbis were telling the congragatitat they
were prepared to meet God when they were not prepared; dlia
was their God when He was not, and that they could expsct
blessings and great favor, when only disaster and nuahiead. The
people were being taught to long for the day of the Landdirely
He would greatly reward them!), but did anyone considenitrels
of Amos?

“Woe unto you that desire the day of tlorb To
what end is it for you? The day of theRD is
darkness, and not liglit (Amos 5:18)
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During these long centuries, when the word of the Lorsl med
heard in God’s vineyard, many traditions budded and grew angl w
added by Israel's pastors to her religious diet. They apgear
authoritative, but all of them were wild, poisonous fraitd everyone
who ate of this fruit partook of its degenerate natifears before,
Isaiah had sung this sad song of his well-beloved God asd H
vineyard:

“My wellbeloved has a vineyard in a very fruitful hill
And he fenced it, and gathered out the stones thereof,
and planted it with the choicest vine, and built a tower
in the midst of it, and also made a winepress therein
And he looked that it should bring forth grapes, and
it brought forth wild grapesAnd now, O inhabitants

of Jerusalem, and men of Judah, judge, | pray you,
between me and my vineyard/hat could have been
done more to my vineyard that | have not done in it?
Why, when | looked that it should bring forth grapes,
did it bring forth wild grapes? And now go to; | will
tell you what | will do to my vineyardl will take
away the hedge thereof, and it shall be eaten up, and
break down the wall thereof, and it shall be trodden
down, and | will lay it wastelt shall not be pruned,
nor dug; but there will come up briars and thorris

will also command the clouds that they rain no rain
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on it. For the vineyard of the@rp of hosts is the
house of Israel, and the men of Judah His pleasant
plant, and He looked for judgment, but behold
oppression, for righteousness, but behold a’cry

(Isa. 5:1b-7)

Amid all the frightening words of doom and ugly pictures of
destruction found in the ancient scrolls of the propheis one last,
bright hope. In enigmatic terms, the prophets spoke efvam
would come to restore and reconcile the people to Galdharhope
which these promises sparked prevented the future for @Giodigard
from seeming so utterly dark, for out of its dried and bnat@mps
and roots would rise God'’s great apostle. Isaiah agaih,t 53:2):

“There shall come forth a rod out of the stem of Jesse,
and a Branch will grow out of his root3 he Spirit of

the LorRD shall rest upon himHe will grow up before
Him as a tender plant, and as a root out of a dry
ground”

Said Zechariah (6:12):
“Behold the man whose name is the BRANCH! And
he will grow up out of his place, and he shall build
the temple of the@rD.”

And Hosea (14:5b-6, 9a):

“He will grow as the lily and cast forth his roots as
Lebanon His branches will spread, and his beauty
will be as the olive tree, and his smell as Lebanon

Who is wise, and he will understand these things?
prudent, and he will know therh?

FOR OUR ADMONITION

The purpose of God’s choosing of Israel was the blessing
others; it was to make people a vehicle of His grea aad healing
and peace. When God’s people humbled themselves beforen Hi
obedient holiness, godly fruit was produced. When pride,
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compromise, and greed worked in His people and, so, hindised
working through them, what good fruit could have been pratfuce
In the end, the kingdom of God was taken from Israel arehgw
others who would be more faithful ibfinging forth the fruits thereof

" (Mt. 21:33-46).

But have we done so? Have we, the called-out ones,theen
light of the world, the salt of the earth? Have wetlairselves from
the errors of ancient Israel? Have we escaped #mesbf division?
Are there any congregations of strangers to the gr&God being
told that they may look with joy to what lies ahead?

The next question is even more sobering than thoseealieor
if God so fiercely punished a guilty Israel, will He failpunish guilty
believers now? Some of the last words spoken by desilns earth
warn us not to think so. Gathered with his discipleghennight
before he was crucified, the man called “the Brananétuilly labored
in words that they might understand:

“I am the true vine, and my Father is the
husbandman Every branch in me that does not bear
fruit He takes awayAnd every branch that does bear
fruit, He purges, that it may bring forth more fruit

“Now you are clean through the word which | have
spoken unto youAbide in me, and | in youAs the
branch cannot bear fruit itself, except it abide in the
vine, no more can you, except you abide in fream

the vine, you are the branches: He who abides in me,
and | in him, the same brings forth much fruit, for
without me, you can do nothindf a man abide not

in me, he is cast forth as a branch and is withered,
and they gather them and cast them into the fire, and
they are burned (In.
15:1-6)

No, God has changed neither His standard nor His purpose fo
His people. For the sake of all men, the redeemediawe=d to live,
that in demonstrating before all men God’s way of teme of them
might choose to honor Him.
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The body of Christ needs to examine its faith, #slitions, its
methods, and its goals. If division in Old Testamerdadswas an
indication of confusion and error, can the confusiorsexts that
God’s children join now indicate anything else? Wi woint the
finger at Israel and wonder why she chose to die, natifgpehe
Scriptures, when our own Scriptures tell us that as lsripexe are
divisions among us we are carnally mindé€or. 3:3) and to be
carnally mindeds death (Rom. 8:6).

And when we cross land and sea to make a convert, whose
convert is he? Christianity’s or Christ’s?

Or if a poor, unschooled and unheard-of preacher boldly
proclaimed that many of the most famous, most reveeédious
leaders among us were blind guides, would we be so offenaedeh
would not even consider it?

Israel compromised holiness, increased her memberdkj@aral
God cut her off. WillHe look at the congregations thigdren have
joined and see less compromise? It is imperativeGbats children
be taught toknowthat Israel's fate is not unrepeatable, taay
people who bear God’s name must bear that name in helimdse
destroyed! Taking the name of the Lord in vain isstl] and it will
not go unpunished.

The body of Christ must hear her own prophets! Ifngo will
understand that the things which happened to Istagbened unto
them for examples, and they are written for our admonition, upon
whom the ends of the world are comeé\nd we will also see the
good in Paul's warning Wherefore let him who thinks he stands take
heed lest he fdll(1Cor. 10:11-12).

On another occasion, referring again to God’s judgmemstga
His unfaithful Old Testament people, Paul warns New Temsta
saints (Rom. 11:20b-22),

“Be not high-minded, but fear, for if God spared not
the natural branches [the Jews], take heed lest He
also spare not yau Behold therefore the goodness

and severity of God; on them which fell, severity, but
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toward you, goodness, if you continue in His
goodness Otherwise you, too, will be cut dff

We must come to know, fully know and take to heart, firsit
of all, there is such a things taking the Lord’s name in vain and that,
secondly, the only people wisantake God’s name in vain are those
who have taken His name at all: believers in Jesus. mi¥st (we
must!) come to know the fear of God and the fierceatbls wrath
againstHis own peoplevho bear His name in vain by living ungodly
lives.

We are no better than the ancient Israelites. Ye&eegually
capable of being led astray and persuaded to call goocamyikvil,
good, to love darkness rather than light and cling toinstead of
truth. Therefore, we tremble for our need of God'saypeand for
His power to grant it.

From the beginning, God has been open and direct widetho
who come to Him concerning His simple requirements:

“You shall not take the name of tl@rRDyour God in
vain, for the IorRD will not hold him guiltless who
takes His name in vaih

| know that there are many religious leaders who tehah
because of the blood of Christ upon us, God does natisdees not
take into account, our sins. But it is not true thatanes counted
good in God’s sight for Jesus’ sakeenwhen we are disobedient to
Him. That is an old heresy, and it wearies God toéwear such
nonsense:

“You have wearied theoRD with your words Yet

you say, Wherein have we wearied you? When you
say, Every one that does evil is good in the sight of
the LORD, and He delights in them; or, Where is the
God of judgment? (Mal.
2:17)

We need to reject doctrines that flatter us and evéytudien
they have finished their rambling course, make whatrtsgy seem



21

right. The truth is and always has been simple: Olme/&d live, or
disobey Him and die. It is when we are seduced by sajatted
theology and glittering religious manners that we becoomused,
divided, carnal. Those who do righteousness are righ{édns3:7-
10); those who do evil are evil. The righteous willdased; the
unrighteous will be cast into the Lake of Fire. Théts gospel.

Jesus gives us wisdom and power to overcome the fledivend
godly lives so that at the Final Judgment we may stand gnade
innocent before his judgment seat. He came and suffetakle away
our excuses for sinning; but we have often used hidisetact as
our excuse to continue in it.

If we hope to enjoy the promises of eternal life tBad offers
us, we must learn the lesson which Israel’s failuaehes (cp. 1Cor.
10:1-12); namely, that being the people of God, bearing élis h
name, carries with it the responsibility of faithieds to God by
walking in His holiness. It teaches us that withouinless, no man
will see God (Heb. 12:14), whether he is one of God’'s emansinner
who has never tasted of the grace of God in Christ.

BEFOREWE CONTINUE

Refusal to consider seriously and humbly the possikalty
spiritual error was a hallmark of Israel's elders. Tlewld have
continued to revere their traditions, yet be wilingcdmnsider the
prophets’ and Jesus’ words, and, thereby, be helped. Bint th
unwillingness to hear, their readiness to condemnuaggestions that
they had misunderstood, ultimately ruined both them anddtien.

A willingness to hear is a mark of righteous people; tmyguilty are
hardhearted.

Because the truths in this beginning chapter help quicken our
minds to the real possibility and awful consequencetewéloping
(even unintentionally) spiritual hardness to truth, Isider it to be
merely the introduction to what this book really hasay. For much
of what is being taught to the saints today, and mutieafreligious
practice, is not of God. In fact, the sects thattrob§&od’s children
have joined are contrary to Christ because they dividecanfuse
God’s children. Merely belonging to different sects alhieach
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conflicting doctrines hardens their hearts against Godth. And it
is only in remembering with what steadfast confidencéheir own
righteousness that Israel slaughtered the prophets thaamvée
warned to listen for the chastening word.

In His fear, we sheep of His pasture must earnestijhamibly
examine ourselves and our faith, for much of the regipitysto be
led rightly lies squarely upon the shoulders of each falowf | stand
before God “poor, blind, and naked”, my shepherd may wsivar
for it, but neither will | be guiltless. Every one o$ shall give
account of himself to God (Rom. 14:12).

It is certainly nothing new to your ears to hear thatbody of
Christ is “off track”. We all sense that somethincamiss. The
presence of so many divisions among us is an indictttievery good
conscience of some pervasive yet hard to define arhach owns
great influence over God’s people. Differences in dostr
ordinances, standards, and governments are so obviogselgiythat
at times they have even been defended — on the baisSad would
not allow such awful things to exist among us if inde&y there so
ungodly. But at heart, we all know fully well that itist as it should
be.

The Spirit of God is calling to you right now, as icalling to
everyone who is looking for the right patfCdme out of her, my
people? But God is not merely calling us out of confusion; e
calling us into His light. Let us go to Him outside théeha

The chapters that follow will, for many of you, iaité a difficult
task of re-examination. They will require all of yofaith, your
attention, and your prayers. In reality, you will netjbdging their
contents; they will be judging you.

Saints everywhere are longing for a move of the hqlyitS
throughout the world that will eventuate the uniting dbf\vilo trust
in Jesus, bringing all believers together into the aith,fthe one
hope, and the one mind of Christ. However, much depanddat
we, as believers, do. There are many beliefs @mbbadoned, many
traditions to be discarded, many confessions to be nademuch
chastening and pruning to be received. And if God’s recgradf
Israel’s failure to do these things, and His recordinthefesults, do



23

not make us wiling (yea, eager!) to examine in earnestown
beliefs and to be willing to hear words not easy orsouis, then will
be fulfiled the words of Solomon (Prov. 1:24-26):

“Because | have called, and you refused, | have
stretched out my hand, and no man regarded, but you
have set at nought all my counsel, and would have
none of my reproof, | also will laugh at your
calamity; | will mock when your fear comes

The messages that now follow may be a tiny part ofGaat's
call to the divided and confused household of faith. , $tly are a
part. They will not all be easy to accept, but theyadl true, and we
all need them. They will stand the tests of scriptexamination and
endorsement of the Spirit.

There is nothing to be gained by strife and faultfindinée have
all been wrong, and we will stay that way if we ref@ead’s help.
These truths require humility from me as well as yod,yau will find
no spirit of strife or self-aggrandizement in this worKhere is,
however, everything to be gained by instruction in gglasness, and
the Spirit of truth has given me these messages fotirtresfor the
body of Christ.

“My son, if you will receive my words, and hide my
commandments with you so that you incline your ear
unto wisdom and apply your heart to understanding;
yea, if you cry after knowledge and lift up your voice
for understanding; if you seek her as silver, and
search for her as for hidden treasure, then you will
understand the fear of theokD, and find the
knowledge of GadFor the LORD gives wisdom; out

of His mouth comes knowledge and understanding
He lays up sound wisdom for the righteous; He is a
buckler to those who walk uprightlyHe keeps the
paths of judgment and preserves the way of His
saints Then you will understand righteousness, and
judgment, and equity; yea, every good path
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(Prov. 2:1-9)
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MY CREDENTIALS FOR WRITING CHAPTER TWO:
THE SACRIFICE OF CHRIST

When I began my walk with Christ Jesus, I had a deep hunger
to know the Bible, even the most complicated and confusing parts.
As part of my quest for biblical knowledge, I set out to study the
details of the tabernacle which Moses and Israel built while they
were camped at Mount Sinai. These details are given in the last
sixteen chapters of Exodus, and I happily familiarized myself with
the measurements of each piece of furniture, the materials used in
the construction of the tabernacle, and it’s coverings and curtains,
it’s boards and bars, the courtyard, the two altars, and everything
else associated with the holy place where atonement would be
made for Israel’s sins.

[ took detailed notes of everything I read, but I did something
much more important than that. Every day while I was doing my
research, I watched the clock on my shelf by my desk, and at the
top of every hour I would put down everything and fall to my
knees and pray to God, that He would help me understand what
[ was reading.

[ remember pleading with Him to show me why He gave
these instructions to Moses. I remember confessing to Him my
faith that he had a wise purpose for everything, that these
tabernacle details were not random, that my professors were
wrong in telling me Moses’” tabernacle was an assimilation of
elements from various heathen temples. I confessed to God my
faith that the Bible was true, that He really had revealed these
things to Moses while he was with God forty days on the top of
Mount Sinai, and that I believed with all my heart that the design
and purpose for that tabernacle was relevant to the lives of
believers today, if we only had the eyes to see it!
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I did this at the top of every hour, every day as I studied the
details of Moses’ tabernacle. When my study was completed, I
reviewed the 3x5 cards on which I had taken notes and then, I put
it all away. Ihad learned much, and was content with that, but I
did not know that God had accepted my prayer to reveal to me
what Moses’ tabernacle really represented.

Shortly afterwards, I was preaching one Saturday night to a
small congregation far out in the country, and I found myself
talking about the sacrifice of Christ. I was explaining things about
that sacred event which I, myself, did not understand. I did not
realize what was happening, since this had never happened to me
before. The holy Spirit was revealing something to me as well as
to the congregation, using my own mouth to speak hidden
mysteries, right in the middle of my own sermon! It was
wonderful!

All of a sudden, this glorious experience was interrupted by
an angry man. He jumped up and started quarreling before us all
about a doctrine he had been taught. Apparently, he felt
threatened by this new thing that I was preaching, and was so
offended that he became enraged. I was stunned. In just a few
minutes, he stormed out of the meeting, withseveral other people
following him. I didn’t finish my sermon; the flow of the Spirit
had been interrupted and my attention diverted. Those of us who
remained, knelt and prayed, and then went home.

The following Wednesday night, I had an appointment to
return to the same little congregation and preach again. As I
drove south on Highway 39, about halfway between my
hometown of Henderson and Louisburg, the Lord, quite
unexpectedly, interrupted my thoughts by asking me a question.
It is difficult to describe exactly how it happened, but the answer
to the Lord’s question was enfolded within the question itself.
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The question was,“Where was Christ when he was
sacrificed?” The Lord gave me enough time to ponder the
question so that I knew I did not know the answer; however,
somehow, at the same moment the question came, God created
in my heart the knowledge of the answer. It is impossible to
describe the event adequately. AllI can say is that, suddenly, I
understood that the sacrifice of Christ took place in heaven, in the
presence of the Father, not on Earth, hanging on a cross before
men. Furthermore, because I'had prepared myself to receive that
revelation by studying the Bible and humbly seeking God’s help,
[ wasnow equipped to use the Scriptures to explain to others what
Jesus had shown me.

All those long hours of studying the tabernacle of Moses paid
off, with enormous dividends. All the prayers, at the top of every
hour, now seemed well worth the time. I felt rich, for at last I
understood the Scriptures which spoke with such power of the
sacrifice of Christ, especially those in Hebrews, chapters 8-10.
The reasons for building the Old Testament tabernacle made
perfect sense. God did have a holy purpose for it, and that Old
Testament sanctuary was relevant to our life in Christ Jesus!

All the pieces of that puzzle began to fit together, and I
marveled at the astonishing picture that I now saw. A hundred
questions of my own had been answered in that one, precious,
holy moment.

With the revelation of God now guiding my heart, I set about
to gather biblical information concerning the sacrifice of Christ,
that awful, pivotal event in human history, and that labor is now
offered to you, in the chapter that follows.
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CHAPTERTWO
The Sacrifice of Christ

LIGHT ON PENTECOST

“Then, indeed, the first covenant had also ordinances
of divine service, and a worldly sanctudry
(Heb. 9:1)

“For Christ has not entered into the sanctuary made
by human hands, a copy of the true one, but into
heaven itself, now to appear in the presence of God
for us” (Heb. 9:24)

The Day of Atonement, “Yom Kippur”, was the most hday
of the Old Testament calendar. It was the day wrehithh priest of
Israel entered into the presence of God to offer id@doof sacrifice
for the sins of all the people of Israel. This cereynmok place at
the tabernacle, and to fully grasp the significancé®gtvent of Yom
Kippur, we must first understand the significance of tigetnacle
itself.

The Old Testament tabernacle was built by men, butag w
designed by God. God showed Moses the design for thengabeer
when Moses was with Him on Mt. Sinai forty days aights (Ex.
24:18; 25:9, 40; etc.) Centuries later, when the time dama
templé to be built in Jerusalem, we are told that its paftgimilar to
that of Moses’ tabernacle, was given to David “by ®yeirit”
(1Chron. 28:11-12).
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Seeing, then, that the tabernacle (and later, Solsnemple)
was not of men’s design, we should not be surprised to tbat it
was more than just an earthly tabernacle, thapresented a spiritual
reality. And the spiritual reality that the tabereactpresented is
heaven itself, God'’s true tabernacle (Ps. 102:19; 104:240s22).

THE CoPY AND THE TRUE

The tabernacle was divided by a vell into two rooinghe first
room, called “the holy place”, was a candlestick wétes branches
for seven lamps, or candles (Ex. 25:37). In his visidreaven, John
saw that'there were seven lamps of fire burning before the throne,
which are the seven spirits of Go@Rev. 4:5). So, on earth, the
seven flames of the candlestick were dead, earthieflatut the
flames they represented in heaven were living flasegen special
“spirits which are before God’s throhgRev. 1:4).

In the second room, the “most holy” place, were tWwerabim,
each molded onto opposite ends of the mercy seat (Godfdyea
throne) that sat atop the ark of the covenant. €edlwere added,
in Solomon’s temple, two huge cherubim standing on egluer of
the mercy seat. These cherubim were carved frora tilee wood
and covered with gold (1Kgs. 6:23, 28). So, on earth, thasgsbe
were made of dead material, wood and gold, but young Zelkhzam
told by an angel that these two olive trees repredetitee two
anointed ones that stand by theRD of the whole earth(Zech.
4:14).

Throughout the whole of Moses’ tabernacle, as well as
Solomon’s temple that came later, cherubim were daowehe doors
and walls, sewn onto the curtains and veils, and eldisehto the
furniture (1Kgs. 6:32, 35; 7:36, etc). When the priest entdred
temple, he felt surrounded by thatdltitude of the heavenly hbst
living beings in heaven, though mere dead figures in hésagarthly
replica.

Leaving the many other impressive heavenly correlataf the
tabernacle for your personal study, let’s look now at#ernacle as
a whole’
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The Bible speaks of three heavens. The first isptaee of
clouds and birds and wind. The second heaven is the qgfiatars,
moons, and planets. Into these two heavens, as \tastion of
airplanes and rockets have proved, men may freely gointuthe
third heaven no man in a fleshly body has ever ganeijlieever go.
Correspondingly, the tabernacle was divided by a veitinb rooms:
the Holy Place and the Most Holy Place (Ex. 26:33). Hblg Place,
where priests were constantly present, was exadtig twe length of
the Most Holy (1Kgs. 6:2, 20)And, though the priests had free
access to this Holy Place (first two heavens), thiese not allowed
into the Most Holy (third heaven). The privilege ofpiag through
the vell into the Most Holy Place of God’s personasgnce was
reserved for the High Priest, and he was allowed thhi@rence each
year — on the holiest day of the Old Testament caleiNaan Kippur,
the Day of Atonement.

The veil, and what it represents, is most significlmt an
understanding of the work of Christ. What did it represelsiétah
gave us a clue when he said that God would someday do athay w
“the covering cast over all people, and the veil that is spread over all
nations (Isa. 25:7). This vell, spread over all people, is hufiesh,
as Hebrews 10:20 explains. Intheir flying machines, mengo, and
have gone into the first two heavens in fleshly, play®odies; but in
order to enter into the very presence of God, we misst {hmough
the veil; that is, our fleshly bodies must be changextder for us to
see God. This “passing through the veil” is called “fjt&tion” in
the New Testament.

As | have said, Yom Kippur was the one day in the yeahich
the High Priest was allowed to pass through the veitim presence
of God in the Most Holy Place. There, as atonerfeerthe sins of
the whole nation, he sprinkled the blood of the saiifamimal on
the mercy seat. But in order to have blood to off€éod, the victim
must havealreadybeen slain.

Think about that.

The sacrificial victim was slainutsidethe tabernacle. Then, the
High Priest entered with the blood into the taberndblen through
the veil into the presence of God to make the atorangfse. The
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slaying of the animal outside the earthly tabernaealethe pattern for
the slaying of Jesus outside God’s true tabernacle (heaviEm.
entrance of the High Priest into the earthly
tabernacle to offer the sacrifice of atonement
foreshadowed Jesus’ ascension into heaven,

“for Christ is not entered into the holy
places made with hands, which are the
figures of the true, but into heaven
itself, now to appear in the presence
of God for us Nor yet that he should
offer himself often, as the high priest
enters the holy place every year with
the blood of others, for then must he
often have suffered from the
foundation of the world But now
once in the end of the world he has
appeared [before God in heaven] to
put away sin by the sacrifice of himself

(Heb. 9:24-26)

AN IMPORTANT DETAIL

Over long periods of time, words often undergo a
metamorphosis. Their meanings change. An examplesoistthe
word “offend”. In the era when the King James Versi@s written,
the meaning of “offend” was usually “to cause sin”. Egample,
Jesus said |f'your right eye offend you, pluck it 8@iMt. 5:29). But
now “offend” most often means “to insult” or “to haie feelings of”.
The meaning has changed. Among other such examplearafecin
meaning is “sacrifice”.

| once asked my students to give me a synonym for tidfisa”.
| gave them this sentence:

“The man is going to sacrifice the lamb.”

Next, | removed “sacrifice” from the sentence and dskem to
replace it with a synonym. You do it. Fill in theubk with another
word for “sacrifice”
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“The man is going to the lamb.”

What word did you think of? To kill? To give up? To
slaughter? If so, you are correct in modern usage botrgct
biblically speaking. In the Bible, “to sacrifice” resvmeans simply to
kill. Killing the victim alwaysprecededhe sacrificeto sacrificeis
to offer the dain animal to God. “To sacrifice,” then, is to offer
something to God that has been prepared to be offenethe Icase
of an animal, the killing was only part of the prepanator sacrifice;
it was not the act of sacrifice itself.

Christ, then, was no more sacrificed on the cro€abfary than
the Old Testament animal was sacrificed where it wiedki His
crucifixion was only part of the preparation for thergee which
followed. On Yom Kippur, had the Old Testament High Pkéled
the animal and then not entered into the tabernaaidfér its blood
to God, there would have been no sacrifice. And had Jesers
killed and then not risen from the dead and ascendedeateeh (the
true tabernacle) to offer himself to God, there wowldehbeen no
sacrifice. In both cases, the sacrifice was madsilplesby, and
followed, the death of the victim. The
earthly High Priest entered into the earthiy
tabernacle with the blood of goats an
calves, but Jesus, the High Priest of heave
entered into the

“greater and more perfect
tabernacle, not made with hands,
that is to say, not of this world

Neither with the blood of goats and
calves, but with his own blood he
entered in once for all into the holy
place” (Heb. 9:11b-12)

Jesus did not ascend into heaven because the sawdge
complete; rather, he ascended into heaven to completsatrifice.
Unorthodox as it sounds, the Spirit and the Scripturehtes that
Jesus had to die before he could offer himself to Gadsasrifice for
our sin. Before his death, Jesus had nothing to offer.
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PASSING THROUGH THE VEIL

It is interesting to focus for a moment on the spetine that
Jesus was glorified, or “passed through the veil’. We kfrom
observing the earthly pattern that, since the ves weide the
tabernacle, the Lord’s “passing through” took place inshke t
tabernacle. So, according to the pattern God gave se$/desus’
glorification took place after he entered into God’s Vieaty
tabernacle and entered the very presence of God.

Jesus’ ascension into heaven followed the three dagpdm
preaching in the heart of the ea(tt. 12:40; 1Pet. 3:19) and the
forty days he spent on eartspeaking of the things pertaining to the
kingdom of God (Acts 1:3). And seven more days of consecration
are accounted for after his ascension (Lev. 8:33-36). totas of
fifty days accounts for the fifty day period betweenddasr and
Pentecost.

There is some doubt as to exactly when we shouldcstanting
those fitty days. Still, though we may not be abldhs time to
pinpoint the precise day or hour that Jesus passed throaighikto
offer himself to God on our behalf, we know that prasievent took
place only after his ascension into heaven in teedhapter of Acts,
and at least seven days after that.

Whenever the precise moment Jesus’ glorification oedythat
glorification was our deliverance. For when God, aeiPgreached
in Acts 3:13, “glorified his Son Jesus” with the gloriziieh was his
with God “before the world was” (Jn. 17:5), the SpiritGdd was
sent down from heaven upon a large group (about one hundred
twenty) of Jesus’ disciples on Pentecost morning.

John (7:37-39) told us that the Spirit would not be given unt
Jesus was glorified (not crucified or resurrected). fifidation”
means to be changed from life in a fleshly body ®ififa spiritual
body, being changed from mortality to immortality, fraanbody
subject to disease and sickness to an incorruptible aldyification
is synonymous with “inheriting the kingdom of God”. Thad®rn of
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the Spirit are heirs with Christ, but as long as wesillein these
fleshly bodies, the inheritance has not yet beesived. Paul told the
Corinthian believers:

“Now this | say, brethren, that flesh and blood cannot
inherit the kingdom of God; neither does corruption
inherit incorruption Behold, | show you a mystery;
We will not all sleep, but we will all be changed, in a
moment, in the twinkling of an eye, at the last trump
For the trumpet will sound, and the dead will be
raised incorruptible, and we will be changedror
this corruptible must put on incorruption, and this
mortal must put on immortality

(1Cor. 15:50-53)

We will all be changed! We will all pass through thd,er
Christ “will change our vile body, that it may be fashioned like unto
his glorious [glorified] body (Phip. 3:21). What a wonderful
promise! In these bodies of flesh we cannot see &oHe is; it
would kill us to do so (Ex. 33:20). And althougih does not yet
appear what we shall he .we know that when he appears, we shall
be like him, for we will see him as h&(sJn. 3:2). This glorification
of the body is the “passing through the veil”; it is fv®mised
inheritance of sons.

If you are a faithful child of God and die blind or lar@®d has
promised you that you will not spend eternity in a blindlasne
‘ ~spiritual body. A glorified body will not have our
/% physical inadequacies, or missing parts, or scars.
; The “mansions” Jesus is preparing for us are
. perfectly glorious, eternal and whole. John did not
see any blemish on the glorified Jesus in his
| revelation of the Lord (Rev. 1:13-14):

“And in the midst of the seven lampstands
, [was] one like the Son of man, clothed
-z With a garment down to the foot, and
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girded up to his chest with a golden

girdle. His head and his hair were white
like wool, as white as snow, and his eyes were like a
flame of fire And his feet like unto fine brass,
glowing in a furnace; and his voice as the sound of
many waters

There are no blood stains on the robes Jesus nows eahorn
pricks in his forehead, no lash marks on his back. #&fepassed
through the veil that was subject to those things.

When Jesus came out of the tomb, however, he wagandied.
He was still in the same body of flesh that had edlad to the tree.
The nail prints were still in it; the spear wound walsthere. He
even had to tell his disciples, before they would believthat he was
not (yet) a spiritual being. He said in Luke 24:39b:

“Handle me, and see; for a spirit does not have flesh
and bones, as you see me have

So, if he was yet in a body of flesh and bones, h@ably was
not yet glorified. And if not yet glorified, then th@igt was not yet
available because the sacrifice had not yet been made.

ONE ASCENSION NO RETURN
The book of Hebrews adds this instructive note to awdyst

“But this man, after he had offered one sacrifice for
sins for ever, sat down on the right hand of God, from
henceforth [waiting] till his enemies be made his
footstool” (Heb. 10:12-13)

The fact that Jesus sat down at God'’s right hand afftening
himself as our atoning sacrifice is important, famgans (1) that he
did not (as many teach) return to earth after he affenmself to
God, and (2) that he will not return to eartimtil his enemies be
made his footstodl Of course, in Spirit, both Jesus and the Father
returned at Pentecost (Jn. 14:16, 20, 23). But as for Jessshpe
presence, let it suffice to remind the reader thatredoaking for his



37

secondcoming, not his third or fourth. After his firstsiti he sat
down.

THE WITNESS

Not all that these truths imply concerning the doctoh€hrist
is immediately evident. Some elaboration is, thesgfm order.

When Jesus ascended (Acts 1:9), he ascended out of thefange
human sight and hearing. And in the heavenly templevihioh he
ascended, there were no microphones, tape recordersfasa or
newsmen to record and report to people on earth as 4o el
occurred. Jesus, being glorified, sat down at God’s reyid And has
not returned to earth since then. No angels were disg@to report
the accomplishment of the sacrifice. How, then, lkldne hundred
twenty faithful followers of Jesus find out that thersfece had been
made and accepted, and that Jesus had been glorified with J&bin
gave us the simple answer:

“It is the Spirit that bears witness, because the Spirit
is truth.” (1Jn. 5:6b)

While with his disciples, Jesus had foretold of the 8pzoming
and the purpose for it:

“But when the comforter is come, whom | will send to

you from the Father, even the Spirit of truth, which

proceeds from the Father, he shall testify of."me
(In. 15:26)

The followers of Jesus could testify of seeing his cles his
suffering, his resurrection, and his ascension. Taeytbese things
for themselves. They did not need the holy Ghoseveal to them
that these events occurred. But as to what happenyeddehe
clouds into which Jesus disappeared, the disciples wenpletly
ignorant — until the Spirit of God came from heaven thir hearts,
testifying that God the Father had accepted the Soaifica and
that “God also has highly exalted him, and given him a name which
is above every nahéPhip. 2:9).
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The Spirit of life given at Pentecost was, and is Gadis
immutable testimony of His Son. We could even saytt@&(Spirit
that came at Pentecost is God’s Word concerning His(§n Eph.
6:17). And so, to receive God’s Spirit demonstrates diaéls in
what He says about His Son (cp. Jn. 3:33). On the bdrat, the
one who rejects God’s Spirihas made Him a liar because he has
not believed in the witness which God has given concerning His Son
(1Jn. 5:10b).

The Scriptures, then, leave us no alternative. Eitleereceive
God’s holy Spirit and, so, declare before men that &tesppoken the
truth about His Son, or we reject God’s Spirit, His paedtestimony
that Jesus is Lord, and thus declare that God is aTiiais doctrine
of John’s is sobering in its simplicity. Those witie baptism of the
holy Ghost have believed that God is true and are woftbalvation,
and those without it have made God out to be a liar s arthy of
the damnation that is coming.

Another truth that is made obvious, once the Sacufig@hrist
is rightly understood, is that when the Spirit came eatt&cost, it
came for the first time The disciples received the holy Ghost when
they were baptized with it on the day of Pentecost,rext before.

Jesus’ ascension in the first chapter of Acts precedddH®
sacrifice and his glorification. When the sacrifreas accomplished,
he sat dowr{Heb. 10:12-13); he did not return to edrthf then,
Christ’s sacrifice and subsequent glorification wereaoabmplished
until Acts, it is clear that the Spirit was not aahble until Acts, for the
Spirit came as a result of the sacrifice. Jn. 7:37-39) and as God's
witness to the Son’s glorification.

The disciples, therefore, received the Spirit at Pesteahen
they were baptized with it, and not before. This ree¢hat they were
converted on the day of Pentecost because receivilg@pttieis what
conversion is (see Rom. 8:9b). Just a little studge8criptures will
show that baptism with the Spirit and receiving of3p#&it happened
simultaneously in every recorded case: the Samaribats§:14-17),
Paul (Acts 9:17-18), Cornelius (Acts 10:44-45), and the twelve
Ephesian disciplg#\cts 19:1-6). Every personwho has ever received
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the Spirit of God received it when he was baptized witlBut we
will deal more with that point in a later chapter.

ACTS2:4

All that we have studied withers and comes to noughtowtth
taking the next step and observing the practical restitec$acrifice
of Christ in the lives of his followers. Since treceiving of God’s
Spirit happens at conversion, this medhs disciples were not
converted until their experience during the feast of Pentecostisn Ac
chapter 2! There is nothing in the gospels that suggests that the
disciples were born again before the book of Acts.thi@rcontrary,
long after he had called his disciples to follow hingu¥espoke of
their conversion as a future event (Mt. 18:1-3), even uedast
hours of his earthly life (Lk. 22:32).

While it is true that the disciples were chosen (Jn18:3.9),
separate from and hated by the world (In. 17:14), lovekedydther
(In. 16:27), and ordained to spread the word of the kingdom wit
power (Mt. 10:1-8), they still were not sanctified (IJn. 17:17) ythe
were not in Christ (Jn. 17:11, 21-23), the love of God wagrthem
(In. 17:26), nor did they have the Spirit (In. 14:15-17; cp(:3i-
39). All these things would happen to them at their cewe.

Jesus’ passionate desire was to have the discipletwebeith

him in the Father (Jn. 17:20-23). And as much as Jesus Wwavid
savored having fellowship in spirit with his disciplesilevhe walked
on earth, he knew that it could not be until he paidatltl price.
His death was the precondition of their regeneratidiie utter
aloneness of Jesus in this sense is an often overlquacedf his
earthly suffering which must have been among his hetabigdens.
His beloved disciples would not really understand him aetivent
away and the Spirit had come.

During his last supper discourse, Jesus compared the spiritual
condition of his disciples to a woman in labor. Cavex by the word
of life, they had continued with Jesus until, at the ekis earthly
ministry, they were near the hour of birth (Pentécodesus said:
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“Truly, truly, | say unto you, that you shall weep and
lament, but the world shall rejoice: and you shall be
sorrowful, but your sorrow shall be turned into joy

A woman when she is in travail hath sorrow, because
her hour is come: but as soon as she is delivered of
the child, she remembers no more the anguish, for joy
that a man is born into the wotldAnd you now
therefore have sorrow: but | will see you again, and
your heart shall rejoice, and your joy no man taketh
from you” (In. 16:20-22)

BAPTIZED INTO CHRIST

The doctrinal separation of conversion and baptismesod the
most puzzling and indefensible developments in the kistbfaith.
Paul plainly taught that the baptism of the holy Spiaswhe means
of entering the body of Christ (Rom. 6:1-4; 1Cor. 12:13; G&l7;
Col. 2:12) Peter just as plainly taught that the resurrectid®hoist
brought about the baptism that saves us (1Pet. 3:20-21).

Yet, somehow, despite these Scriptures, and Jesus’ own
teaching, and the accounts of conversions in Actspétief that
conversion occurs before receiving the holy Ghost &aptis
practically ubiquitous among modern believers. And whe t
abundance of such clear, contradictory evidence, sta&hing that
such a doctrine should have ever gained such widespreadaameept

Let's take a closer look at conversion and baptism righ.
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MY CREDENTIALS FOR WRITING CHAPTER THREE:
CONVERSION AND BAPTISM

For consecutive evenings in early 1978, after coming home
from work, I was driven by the Spirit to study the Scriptures and
to write. I do not remember what the subject was on the first
night, but on the second night, I felt led to write on “The Smoke
and the Glory”. It was an examination of the effect God’s glory
had on men when it filled Moses’ tabernacle and again, later,
when it filled Solomon’s temple. Then, on the third night, I felt
impressed to research and write on the relationship of conversion
with baptism. After being engaged for a couple of hours or so
withmy study, the Lord opened up my understanding, not merely
about baptism and conversion but about Paul’s passionate view of
the subject. What the Spirit showed me was that the perverse
doctrine that Paul spent his entire life opposing is the very
doctrine held most dear by many of God’s children now.

Paul earnestly warned the saints not to think that one must be
in covenant with God before receiving the baptism of the holy
Ghost, that one does not even belong to Christ until he is in
possession of the holy Spirit (Rom. 8:9b). In spite of Paul’s
mighty effort, however, the doctrine he hated is promoted as
gospel now among the people of God.

Will we ever be free of it? Hopefully, what you read now
will help you as you make your own life’s journey toward the

“liberty of the sons of God.”
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CHAPTER THREE
Conversion and Baptism

Two GOSPELS

“And he said to them, Go into all the world, and
preach the gospel to every creatutde who believes
and is baptized will be saved; but he who believes not
will be damned (Mk. 16:15-16)

“...when once the longsuffering of God waited in the
days of Noah, while the ark was being prepared,
wherein few, that is, eight souls were saved by water,
the like figure where unto baptism does also now save
us” (1Pet. 3:20-214a)

From the above Scriptures, we can see that salvailbbe
given only to those who have been baptized. But thetiqndasat
must be answered is this: “Is the baptism required flvasan a
baptism with water or the baptism of the holy Ghost?”

The earliest saints (who were nearly all Israellbgsbirth)
practiced two baptisms. They baptized the penitentwatier, with
instructions to expect the holy Ghost baptism to wlloPeter’s
message to the Jewish multitude at Pentecost wasitine ‘fitepent,
and be baptized every one of you in the name of Jesus Christ for the
remission of sins, and you shall receive the gift of the holy Ghost
(Acts 2:38).

But the apostle Paul taught a doctrine he claimed had been
revealed to him personally by Jesus Christ (Gal. 1:11al@pctrine
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which excluded water baptism. He taught that, as fealaation was
concerned there was only one baptism (Eph. 4:5) andhisabne
baptism was the baptism of the Spirit (1Cor. 12:13). €hevater
baptisms Paul did administer bothered hifo(Christ sent me not to
baptizeé), and he regretted ever having been involved withmthe
(1Cor. 1:14-17).

The apparent contradiction of Peter's message with$lawolhly
that. Apparent. Neither Peter nor Paul was wronleatitne and in
the places they ministered. The key to seeing thadwar of their
teachings is to see the different peoples to whom BatePaul were
sent.

Paul wrote in Galatians 2:7the gospel of the uncircumcision
(Gentiles) was committed unto me, as the gospel of the circumcision
(Jews) was unto Petér Peter's message of the need for water
baptism was for th@ewsonly.® In fact, the entire faith of Jesus was
withheld from Gentiles by the earliest believers. @wdn had to
repeat a shocking vision to Peter three times befeter Would even
consider traveling to a Gentile’s house to preach (A0)s

THE BROADERVIEW

The doctrine of conversion for Gentiles was a coraf#id one
before Paul had his revelation. In order to recéigeSpirit they were
expected, first, to become Jews by circumcision, suibgnitb the
Mosaic Law, and, in a spirit of repentance, be waggtibed in Jesus’
name. Only then were they to receive the Spiritisapt This is what
all earliest believers taught, and for that earligse tit was true.

The distinction between Jew and non-Jew, and theeyreenony
that represented all ceremonies, was circumcisior génealogical
line of Abraham was distinguished by circumcision, ardGlentiles,
being outside that line, were disqualified from the \agilability of
Christ. The promise was to Abraham’s seed, not lhergbeoples.
The earliest Jewish saints believed — and it was trtigei beginning
of the New Testament — that if the Gentiles becames by receiving
ritual circumcision, then they were candidates fomtessage of the
gospel and could receive the Spirit. Gentiles were derel
unworthy to have Christ preached to them. Only Jegrgwrdained
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to hear the gospel. And again, at that earliest tiimeiv Testament
history, that was true (cp. Acts 3:25-26; 13:44-46; Rom. 2:9-10).

Without a revelation from God, the Jewish community of
believers could not have believed anything else comge@entiles.
Atfter all, Jesus himself said that he was sent @izt house of Israel
(Mt. 15:24; Rom. 15:8). When a Gentile woman came to him,
begging for help, he refused at first to speak to the poonam, and
when he did speak, he called her a dog (Mt. 15:25-26). Moreover
when he sent the disciples out, he strictly commandsd ttot to go
to the Gentiles (Mt. 10:5). The disciples, without anylatp
understood his later command to go to “the uttermost qfattte
earth” to mean that they should preach only to JewsJandsh
converts who were scattered throughout the nationartf.eSo, in
the earliest New Testament era, the doctrine comgp@entiles was
clear and firmly fixed.

It was at this time that Peter had his visions fiéad and was
led by the Spirit to preach Christ to a household of i&snt And
when God’s holy Spirit descended on those Gentilesdtlungs”, to
use Jesus’ term for them), the six companions of Patdews, were
utterly dumbfounded:

“And they of the circumcision who believed were
astonished, as many as came with Peter, because that
on the Gentiles also was poured out the gift of the
holy Ghost For they heard them speak with tongues,
and magnify God (Acts 10:45-46)

Here at Cornelius’ house, God not only by-passed tletdfere
required water baptism, He had by-passed the entire Litosés!
Moreover, He had by-passed the very thing that madeethe a8
distinct race of men — circumcision! God had given Hegjmus holy
Spirit to “dogs” Up to that moment, the body of Ghrivas
exclusively Jewish. Every person who had received aipéidm of
Christ had either been born Jewish or been convestéddaism; but
at Cornelius’ house, God was showing Peter and the hddsaho
faith a new and amazing thing.
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Peter, James, John, and the other leaders in the bety w
spiritually discerning enough to recognize the meaningoohélius’
baptism(cp. Acts 15:1-11). Their previous message had not been in
error. Christ had to be preached first to the JewsActs 3:25-26;
13:44-46; Rom. 2:9-10); therefore, if Gentiles were to rec€hrist,
it was necessary, in the days immediately following tay of
Pentecost, for them to become Jews. But when nmorenare Jews
refused to obey the gospel, God by-passed them altogethreach
the Gentiles with His grace, baptizing them into tbeybof Christ
without requiring them to be Jews by submitting to the Good had
given the Jews.

But the recognition on the part of these few leaders @wd
would baptize Gentiles by the Spirit into the body ofi€tdid not
resolve two crucial issues. First, it did not changefabt that Peter,
James, John, and the other leaders were sent otilg thews. By
acknowledging the work of God upon the Gentiles, those @&gsostl
were not thereby sent to the Gentiles. Second, theognition of
God’s work did not settle the question for others inlibdy. A
sizable portion of Jewish believers either could matould not have
fellowship with any Gentile unless he submitted tolién, no matter
what Christ had done for that Gentile (cp. Acts 15ka€y, as one
elderly mother in Christ used to tell me, “God neededtrsranan.”
And the man He chose was Paul.

CIRCLES

For three years after his Damascus road encounterGluttist
and subsequent spiritual baptism, Paul spent his time phteger
and study in the Arabian Desert region (Gal. 1:15-18). Havin
discovered himself warring against the truth of God berafishe
understanding he had received from human instructorsfusedto
seek the counsel of men, be they rabbis, apostleshatever. He
had learned, as no other man had learned, the vadigpehdence on
tradition, however long established, or wise men, haweevered
and capable. He had learned that he must receivestuisation from
God or run the risk of discovering himself opposing, inadiew to
God, God’s own truth. And when Paul did begin to proclaien th
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gospel, his message not only challenged sinners babithballenged
the spiritual fiber of believers. If angels had beepart of the
believing community, Paul's astonishing gospel would prokadole
challenged them as well. As for Paul, he uttered a aypea any
creature in heaven or earth who would dare teach agytiointrary
to his doctringdGal. 1:6-12).

The earliest believers had from the beginning knowh ahéy
those Jews who believed in Jesus would be saved fronothiag
wrath. The end result of an unbelieving Jew, they kwely would
be the same as the uncircumcised Gentiles. But tleaylfsistly
affirmed the distinction, as the Scriptures and Jesuselfimad done,
between the Gentiles and the chosen people of Godyamyalone,
the promise of the Messiah was given. They would lolase/n a
picture like this:

Circumcision

Water Baptism

The Body
of Christ

Spirit Baptism ==

GENTILES
"Heathen"
IIDugsll
"Uncircumcised”

But Paul's revelation was that there was no longay
distinction in God’s sight between Jews and Gentiles;dth have
come short of the glory of GddOutside of Christ, all were sinners,
and the only Jews that now existed in God’s sighttayee who had
been circumcised in heart by the Spirit (Rom. 2:28-29). '$aul
diagram would have been like this:
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EWS
Spirit Baptism > The Body Jand
of Christ
GENTILES

Paul commanded his converts to cling to this simplafit@hrist
(2Cor. 11:2-3),

“for he is not a Jew who is one outwardly; neither is
that circumcision, which is outward in the flesBut
he is a Jew who is one inwardly, and circumcision is
that of the heart, in the spirit, and not in the letter,
whose praise is not of men, but of God

(Rom. 2:28-29)

The earliest believers could easily receive Paulstieg, ‘for by
one Spirit are we all baptized into one bgdyut many of the same
people staggered at the rest of his sentenabether we be Jews or
Gentiles (1Cor. 12:13).

Add to this, the fact that Paul taught that Christéseéhd of the
Law, and you can imagine the opposition Paul faced frafmmthe
ranks of the Jewish believers, besides the usual hazdrds
missionary evangelist preaching a crucified and resudeaied.

In practically every one of Paul's letters, this issumentioned.
In some of them, it is Paul's major concétiThe following lengthy
excerpt from the letter to the Gentile assembly phdSus is an
excellent example of Paul's declaration of the Gesitpeivilege to
receive Christ, and, as it is often the case, what &oes not say (in
brackets) is as instructive as what he does say:
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“Wherefore, remember that you being in time past
Gentiles in the flesh (who are callddincircumcision

by that which is calletthe Circumcisiohin the flesh
made by hands), that at that time you were without
Christ, being aliens from the commonwealth of Israel
and strangers from the covenants of promise, having
no hope, and without God in the warl@ut now in
Christ Jesus [Paul intentionally omits anything else]
you who sometimes were far off [from God] are made
nigh by the blood of Christ [another intentional non-
reference to the Law]For he is our peace, who has
made both [Jew and Gentile] one, and hath broken
down the middle wall of partition [the Law] between
us, having abolished in his flesh the enmity, even the
Law of commandments contained in ordinances, for
to make in himself of twain [Jews and Gentiles] one
new man, so making peace, and that he might
reconcile both unto God in one body [the body of
Christ, not the nation of Israel] by the cross, having
slain the enmity thereby, and came and preached
peace to you which were afar off [Gentiles], and to
them that were nigh [JewsFor through him we both
have access by one Spirit [and nothing else] unto the
Father. Now therefore you are no more strangers and
foreigners, but fellow citizens with the saints, and of
the household of God, and are built upon the
foundation of the apostles and prophets, Jesus Christ
himself being the chief corner stone, in whom all the
building fitly framed together grows unto an holy
temple in the Lord, in whom you also are built
together for an habitation of God through the Spirit
[alone].

For this cause |, Paul, the prisoner of Jesus
Christ for you Gentiles [had Paul not preached a
gospel for the Gentiles, the Jews would not have
caused his arrest in Acts 21], if you have heard of the
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dispensation of the grace of God which is given me
toward you, how that by revelation He made known
unto me the mystery (as | wrote before in new words,
whereby, when you read, you may understand my
knowledge in the mystery of Christ), which in other
ages was not made known unto the sons of men, as it
is now revealed unto His holy apostles and prophets
by the Spirit, that the Gentiles should be fellow heirs
[with the Jews], and of the same body, and partakers
of His promise [to Abraham] in Christ by the gospel
Wherefore, | was made minister, according to the gift
of the grace of God given unto me by the effectual
working of His powerUnto me, who am less than the
least of all saints, is this grace given, that | should
preach among the Gentiles the unsearchable riches of
Christ” (Eph. 2:11-3:8)

Try to imagine the radical nature of Paul's doctrinethe
orthodox ear of his time. To the earliest belieyvamnost entirely
Jewish, the Gentiles were “dogs” (in Jesus’ words)siciened to be
so unclean that they were unfit even to eat withit. Vet Paul was
declaring, contrary to everything he or other Jews dnaat been
taught, that spirituallythere is no difference between the Jew and the
GreeKR (Rom. 10:12a). For Paul to say that these uncircumcised
foreigners were now one with the saints of Christldw citizens” of
God’s kingdom, and partakers of Abraham’s blessing, wasutiest
heresy, even blasphemous, to most Jews, including Jbeliskers.
They would have considered Paul's doctrine to be demetmihgir
God-given heritage and contrary both to the Scriptursstliiay
understood them) and the example of Jesus himself, wiachze
only “to the lost sheep of the house of Israel

The promise of God was to Abraham and to his childred for
Paul to claim that God had sent him to the heathgmeach Christ
seemed heretical and utterly indefensible. But God hashled to
Paul that Abraham’s children were not those that daome his flesh
but those who demonstrated the same kind of faith Abwdied.
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And if those who had faith happened to be uncircumcisedt, offit?
Paul pointed out the indisputable fact that Abraham waigdsby
faith while he himself was still uncircumcised (Ron®-40). Paul
further explained that Abraham

“received the sign of circumcision as a seal of the

righteousness of the faith which he had yet being
uncircumcised, that he might be the father of all those
who believe, though they be not circumcised, so that
righteousness might be imputed unto them also, and
the father of circumcision to those who are not just of

the circumcision, but who also walk in the steps of the
faith of our father Abraham, which he had being yet

uncircumcised (Rom.4:11-12)

God is the one who persuaded Paul to believe that the only
children Abraham had are those who have faith in Chfgime of
Abraham’s physical descendants did have faith, but tbselid not
were not his children (cp. Rom. 9:6-8). Jesus hintedhigttituth
during a heated exchange with certain Pharisees:

“They answered and said unto him, Abraham is our
father. Jesus said unto them, If you were Abraham’s
children, you would do the works of Abrahamut
now you seek to kill me, a man who has told you the
truth which | heard from God; Abraham didn’'t do
this.” (JIn. 8:39-40)

The Jews of this period considered any uncircumcised oriae t
permanently separated from the blessings of Abrahanoh,tlzey
cannot be condemned for thinking so. Jewish believess al
understood the standing of Gentiles before God to bevdngtbased
on their understanding of Jesus’ ministry, certain Oldtdment
Scriptures, their traditions, and the fact that God, upabtime, had
given the promise of the holy Ghost to no one but Jelas loved
and kept the Law.

But when God, first of all, baptized Cornelius and higdatold
with His holy Spirit, and then sent Paul to declare tharaham’s
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heirs were those of every nation who demonstratedhfsm’s kind
of faith (Gal. 3:6-9), a new light began to shine inwrld.

Before that time, Gentiles had been taught that yf wented to
receive the baptism of the Spirit, they must firstibeumcised (i.e.,
become Jews) and submit to all the ordinances ofakedf Moses,
including John the Baptist’'s water baptism in Jesus’ néBog God’s
revelation to Paul, and to Peter at Cornelius’ houss,that all God
required of Gentiles in order for them to receive tlenpse of the
Spirit is obedient faith in Jesus. It was a gnat whigimy a Jew had
great difficulty swallowing. For Paulto teach that @gius and other
redeemed Gentiles were Abraham’s children, while niems were
not, was the sheerest nonsense to them, completelsacpto all
truth that God had revealed up to that time, as they uoder.

SAME WRONGMESSAGE

In the light of these things, consider the traditionattdoe
among Pentecostal believers today concerning the traptitie holy
Ghost. As a whole, most of them are adamant thaess must be
converted before that baptism may be received. Somedstals
insist not only on conversion preceding Spirit baptibot, on an
additional experience they call sanctification thaieceived between
conversion and Spirit baptism. Still others, such asehof the
“Oneness” faith, insist that water baptism is requibedore one
should receive the holy Ghost baptism, just as the garjest
believers did.

So, the message that sinners receive from the bo@hiast
today is practically the same message that Paul sgglife i Christ
opposing. That erroneous message is that sinners ncostd&od’s
people in order to qualify to receive the holy Ghostibapt Standard
doctrine today among Pentecostals concerning Spiritdpajiithat
it is only for God’s people, only for those who haveeatly been
converted. But the revelation that burned within Padid was that
the holy Ghost baptism was not for saints, the baptism cannot
possibly be for people in the kingdom of Giod it is by the baptism
of the holy Ghost that people enter into the kingddrod. The
baptism of the Spirit cannot follow conversion fasitonversion! It
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can only be for people outside the body, for no onderigie body is
without it.

Even at present, after so long a time, God’'s peopletdire s
drawing circles around the baptism of the Spirit whidd®as not
drawn, leading sinners through all sorts of admissiamsfessions,
and initiations before instructing them to seek theisapt And God
is still surprising those who cling to such things, asddgorised
Peter’'s companions at Cornelius’ house, by baptizing pewoial the
body of Christ simply because they come to Him inrtaie of His
Son Jesus, hungering and thirsting for tighteousness, peace, and
joy of the holy Ghokt

Paul's gospel, not Peter’s, fulfilled Isaiah’s prophecywatay
being made that would be so simple even fools would nat toaerr
while walking in it (Isa. 35:8). The only prerequisite feceiving the
holy Spirit and being cleansed from all sin, accordimgPtul, is
repentance in the name of Jesus. Anything else addadybye is
godless tradition. Conversion neither precedes norqaiss spiritual
baptism, for it is spiritual baptism which convertshefe is not one
example in the New Testament of anyone being convéréme
being baptized by the Spift And though there be many thousands
testifying today of being born again (or “saved” as tbay) before
receiving the holy Ghost baptism, not one of themwish
understanding. We may have a change of mind and hearaywbe
touched by God’s love, or be delivered of evils greanaall, and yet
be unconverted. There are many genuine, thriling, amdinge
experiences with Jesus that we may have without beingagain!
But there is only one genuine experience of new birémté&costal
baptism.

There is no such thing as a non-Spirit-baptized memikreo
body of Christ, for we are made members of the bo@hoist by the
baptism of the Spirit. This was the major doctrinadtleaof Paul's
time, and it remains one of the great doctrinal battleus to win, for
the glory of God and the good of God’s people.

CHRISTIS SUFFICIENT
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The fundamental problem with the Jews of Paul’s timjeireng
circumcision for Gentiles, or requiring John’s baptismany other
ceremony that was under the Law God gave them, is siilthe
problem caused by Christian sects in requiring theimcenges. The
problemis this: the use of any ceremonial rite insgleat Christ alone
is not sufficient. The holy works of the Law weredeaiseless for
obtaining salvation by what Jesus did, and if uselesafeation, then
those ceremonial works became nothing but vain ritisalah boldly
prophesied that the day would come when God would turn tize ho
works of the Law into vain, sinful exercises desenonghe death
penalty:

“He who kills an ox [will be] as if he slew a man; he
who sacrifices a lamb [will be] as if he cut off a dog’s
neck; he who offers an oblation [will be] as if he
offered swine’s blood; he who burns incense [will be]
as if he blessed an idbl (Isaiah 66:3)

For anyone among the Gentiles in Paul's day, and fgorenat
all now, to practice ceremonial rites is to implyiasufficiency in
Christ. Jesus does not need and does not use any fomatef
baptism to save sinners. His baptism, his circumgi$is sacrifices,
his garments for worship, his communion, and all ogtements of
service to God in this New Covenant, are spiritual. Ghapter
following, which deals with the relationship betweeatvation and
works, will examine this aspect of the gospel in detail.
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MY CREDENTIALS FOR WRITING CHAPTER FOUR:
SALVATION AND WORKS

One evening at home, while I was still a seminary student,
my wife and I decided to read the Bible. We chose to read Paul’s
letter to the Galatians, and when I read aloud the first words of
greeting from Paul, I felt, as if a weight, the soberness of the holy
Spirit settle upon me. I cannot say that I read the book of Galatians
to Barbara; I preached it — all six chapters! But I did not preach it
to her alone; I preached it to myself!

When I had completed my sermon, I could remember certain
phrases I had used — I could even have written out some of the
very words that came out of my mouth — but I could not have
given an explanation of what those words meant if it had been
demanded of me at gunpoint. I wondered at some of the things
[ had said, and I knew that God had visited me, but what did it all
mean?

Some weeks after that precious experience, I recorded a
sermon for our weekly radio program, and based my message on
some of the things [ remembered God had spoken through me that
night at home with my wife. On the night that the program aired,
[ was visiting in the home of Brother Earl Pittman, who was
listening intently to the message, leaning forward in his chair. At
one point during the sermon, with great feeling, Brother Earl said,
“Man, that is good!”

But I was sitting there, still wondering what I was talking
about! I still did not understand my own message. So, I replied
to Brother Earl, also with great feeling, “Well, explain it to me!”

But all Earl could do was look at me. He had been rejoicing
in the message, but until that moment, when I implored him to
explain it to me, I think he did not realized that he didn’t
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understand it either! We both could feel the liberating joy of the
message; there was no doubt that God was saying something very
important to us, but what was the truth God was trying to show
us that gave our hearts such inexplicable joy and peace?

In about six months or so, the Lord graciously allowed me to
understand the message I had preached, and it is, indeed, a
message that will bring great liberty and joy to God’s people
everywhere. In this chapter, I have explained in full this precious,
hidden truth that is so great that it made Brother Earl, as well as
my wife and I, rejoice in it before we comprehended it.
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CHAPTERFOUR
Salvation and Works

IGNORANT AND UNSTABLE

“For by grace are you saved through faith, and that
not of yourselves; it is a gift of God, not of works, lest
any man should boasFor we are His workmanship,
created in Christ Jesus for good works, which God
has before ordained that we should walk in tHem
(Eph. 2:8-10)

“And account that the longsuffering of our Lord is
salvation, even as our beloved brother Paul,
according to the wisdom given to him, has written to
you, as also in all his letters, speaking in them of
these things, in which some things difficult to
understand, which they who are ignorant and unstable
twist, as they do also the other Scriptures, to their
own destructiorf (2Pet. 3:15-16)

There are, indeed, some things difficult to understancut's®
letters, and Ephesians 2:8-10 is one of them. Thosesyexrs much
as anything Paul ever wrote, have been twisted byf@gm and
unstable” men to the destruction of many a soul. ltake a careful
and prayerful look at these and similar Scriptures whitth\im sure,
open to you a new world of understanding of the Saviooa@bd’s
will for His people everywhere.



58

STATING THE QUESTION

In saying that our salvation is “not of works,” was Psaying
that the behavior of believers is not taken into account, concerning
their hope of salvation? Is he really saying, as someteach,that
regardless of whether God’s children do good or evil in this life, they
will still receive eternal life with God? Of courset. Paul wrote:

“But after your hardnesand impenitent heart, you
are treasuring up for yourself wrath against the day
of wrath and revelation of the righteous judgment of
God, who will render to every man according to his
deeds To them who by patient continuance in well
doingseek for glory and honor and immortality, [God
will give] eternal life, but unto those who are
contentiousand do not obey the truth, but obey
unrighteousness, [God will pour out] indignation and
wrath, tribulation and anguish,upon every soul of
man that_does evibf the Jew first, and also of the
Gentile,but glory, honor, and peace,to everyman
that doesgood, to the Jew first, and also to the
Gentile” (Rom. 2:5-10)

Clearly, eternal life will be given only to those who do good, and
eternal damnation will be given tevery soul of man who does évil
How, then, could Paul saythat our salvationdoesnot dependon
works? Furthermore, if our deeds do not determine wheitbevill
be saved or damned, how could Jesus speak of the dead being raised,
“those who have done good unto a resurrection of life, but those who
have practiced evil unto a resurrection of damnatig¢dn. 5:29)?

Was Peter giving empty warning believerswhen he wrote:

“But as he who has called you is holy, so you be holy
in all your conduct, for it is writterBe holy, for | am
holy. And if you call on the Father, who without
respect of persons judges according to every man’s
work, pass the time of your sojourning here in fear
(1Pet. 1:15-17)
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In John’s great vision called Revelation, Jesus taofdthat only
those who obeyed his commandments would be permitteat tof e
the tree of life and enter into the city of God (R&2.12-14). Besides
this, how many of the prophets and apostles warned @edide that
a Final Judgment was coming upon all men and that thid Fina
Judgment will be based on their works! David (Ps. 62:12pn%m
(Prov. 24:11-12; Eccl. 12:14), Jesus (Mt. 16:27), John (Rev. 20:12-
13), along with every writer of the books of the Biltkyght us that
our works will determine our eternal destiny.

How then could Paul say that salvation was “not ofkstt

The answer is easily seen once the word “salvai®pioperly
defined.

Basically, what is taught by many of the religioushis tulture
is that when a sinner repents and is converted, he $getd” at that
moment. Therefore, as the current persuasion holdsyane who
believes has already received salvation, so thabddg of Christ is
comprised of “saved” people. But in the Scriptures we &ee
significantly different understanding of salvation. Egample, Paul
wrote, ‘now is our salvation nearer than when we believ/gdom.
13:11). If “salvation” means “conversion” as Christia@ach, then
what was Paul saying? Our conversion is closer thiaen we
believed? Or, when Jesus salde“who endures to the end shall be
saved, was he teaching that whoever endures to the endbwill
converted”? Of course not.

These Scriptures obviously conflict with the populasuse of
the word “salvation”, for it never uses that word asyaonym for
“conversion”. Paul understood conversion to be tise sirep toward
the salvation of God, which salvation would be gively do those
who were converted and afterward were faithful to God.

Old Testament Israel again provides the prime exampleif
truth. Leaving Egyptian bondage, the people were led byeslo
through the Red Sea into the Sinai Wilderness. Tlieeg,grieved
God with sin until He refused to allow them to entex ginomised
land of Canaan. Every Israelite male twenty yeltt@nd older was
condemned to die in the wildernéé&orty years later, when they all
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had died, Joshua led the remaining Israelites acro$divbe Jordan
into Canaan.

This journey had six major steps:
1 - Egypt
2 - Red Sea
3 - Mt. Sinai
4 - Wilderness
5 - Jordan River
6 - Promised Land

In a spiritual sense, these six steps exist in the Nestament,
with different titles:
1-Sin
2 - Repentance
3 - Conversion
4 - Life as a believer
5 - Death
6 - Salvation

Salvation is our hope; it is something we turn frontgiobtain.
We cannot say that we have received salvation sitmpbause we
have turned from sin, any more than the Israeliteladaim to have
entered the promised land simply because they had cribes&kd
Sea! Our Promised Land of eternal peace and rest tginter
promised to us who have been delivered from the bondage sfill,
we must faithfully follow the cloud across the burningedesf this
life in order to obtain it.

HEBREWS

So few people enjoy or appreciate the book of Hebreatslth
have called it “the Leviticus of the New Testamentl” have
concluded, however, that a major reason for the dlifficin
understanding Hebrews is the popular misconception congetre
meaning of the word “salvation”. If someone were typ ®athe
author of Hebrews, “l got saved last night,” the authiolHebrews
would probably wonder why that person was still hereanmh, for
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the author of Hebrews unequivocally taught that “savedplecare
those who faithfully served Christ all their days aod/mre with him.
The rest of us are in the wilderness, on our way tdwalvation.

Listen to this God-given exhortation to God’s peopleceoning
Israel in the wilderness:

“Therefore, just as the holy Ghost says, Today, when
you hear his voice, do not harden your hearts as in
the rebellion, during the time of testing in the
wilderness, when your fathers tempted me, proved me,
and saw my works forty year§herefore | was angry
with that generation and said, They always err in
their heart, and they have not known my wa$e |
swore in my wrath, They shall not enter into my.rest

“Consider it, brothers, that there be not in any of you
an evil heart of unfaithfulness, in departing from the
living God Rather, exhort one another each day,
while it is called'today; in order that none of you be
hardened by the deceitfulness of. sikor we are
made partakers of Christ, if we firmly maintain our
confident beginning until the end his is the reason

it is said Today, when you hear his voice, do not
harden your hearts as in the rebellion

“For who, having heard, rebelled? Was it not those
who had come out of Egypt with Moses? And with
whom was He angry forty years? Was it not those
who sinned, whose carcases fell in the wilderness?
And to whom did He swear that they would not enter
into His rest, but those who disobeyed? And so we
see that they were not able to enter because of
unbelief

“Therefore, let us fear, lest, having a promise left to
us of entering into His rest, any of you seem to be
excluded For we have heard the gospel as well as
they, but the word which was heard did not profit

them, not being mixed with faith by the hearers.
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Therefore, let us labor to enter into that rest, lest
anyone fall in the same pattern of disobedi€hce
(Heb. 3:7-4:2, 11)

Not all who were rescued from Egyptian slavery weonadd to
enter the promised land, and not all who have beenectd/ to
Christ will be saved. Salvation will be given ontythose who are
faithful to their Deliverer and who do not harden tlingarts against
Him after He brings them out of bondage.

This is the importance of “today” for God’s people evdrgre.
Having yesterday obeyed God’s commandment to repent &edecbe
the gospel, are we still, today, yielding to His commaithas the
deceitfulness of sin subtly dulled our ears and hardeneceatiisiio
what He would yet have us to do? In this serteeldy is the day of
salvatiori (2Cor. 6:2), for it is only our present spiritual conaliti
that counts before the Lord. Or, as my revered fathght the flock
of God under his care, “The only thing that mattersvi@od is this
day onward.”

It is the constant theme of every biblical teachat members of
the body of Christ are required to be faithful unto deatrder to be
counted worthy of salvation. This was Jesus’ messagldeven of
the pastors in Revelation (2:7, 11, 17, 26-28; 3:5, 12, 21). Asétho
exhortations were consistent with the message hewgaileehe was
still among us:

“And then will many be offended, and shall betray one
another, and will hate one anotheAnd many false
prophets will arise, and will deceive manyAnd
because iniquity will abound, the love of many will
wax cold But he who endures unto the end, the same
will be saved (Mt. 24:10-13)

HoPE

If believers are not yet saved, one might ask, thert shhe
difference between saints and sinners? The answepe To be
without Christ is to be without any hope of salvafiop. Eph. 2:12).
But for Christ to dwell in us is to have hope of etélifea(Tit. 1:2;



63

3:7). Christ within us is a source of joy about whiodworld knows
nothing (Rom. 5:2), as well as a source of boldnesghbatorld has
always misunderstood (Heb. 6:17-20), and that precious hape is
primary motivation for keeping ourselves from worldlinégs. 1Jn.
3:2-3). Having the hope of salvation compels us to livehab we
might receive it. Paul wrote:

“For we are saved by hope, but hope that is seen is
not hope For what a man sees, why does he yet hope
for it? But if we hope for that which we do not see,
then we wait for it with patience (Rom. 8:24-

25)

KEPTBY POWER

Because Paul wanted to see his converts saved in théend,
continually warned them to obey Christ and be sepdrate the
world. The surest way to accomplish this separatias) asd is to be
filled with the Spirit of God, for it is only God’s powey which the
saints overcome the unbelief, lust, and fears of tirdw Outside the
keeping power of God’s Spirit, we all are certain toftalithe clever
devises of Satan, the errors of foolish men, and perimost
dangerous of all, our own opinions and desires. Petdewro

“Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus
Christ, who according to His abundant mercy has
begotten us again unto a living hope by the
resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead, and unto
anincorruptible, undefiled, and unfading inheritance,
reserved in heaven for you who, through faith, are
kept by the power of God unto the salvation ready to
be revealed in the end timie (1Pet. 1:3-5)

When Paul wrote that the gospel of Christtiee“power of God
unto salvation to every one who beliév@Rom. 1:16), he was
agreeing with Peter; that is, he was saying that Satvevill be given
to every believewho trusts in God’s power until salvation comes.
He was not saying that sinners are given salvatitdreatconversion.
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Paul exhorted believers to learn to rely on the pamerwisdom of
God’s Spirit. Men may sound theologically profound and have
impressive personalities, but God, and God only, is hyoot utter
trust, and God only has power to save. He told then@aais:

“My speech and my preaching was not with enticing
words of man’s wisdom, but in demonstration of the
Spirit and of power, that your faith should not stand
in the wisdom of men, but in the power of God
(1Cor. 2:4-5)

Salvation will be given to believers who walk in Seirit and do
God’s will. In order to be able to live that way, weist let Christ
live in us; we are incapable of godliness without Godt idth God,
we may have power over our own base desires, poweurtile
ourselves to do His wil, and we may have this poweevsry
situation we face.

GLORIFIED

Salvation, then, is the hope and the goal of a belg\ie, not
their conversion. So, how did so many of us develop anobhdd
understanding of salvation as to confuse salvation eativersion?
That is hard to answer. It may be in part becauseetsion is such
a wondrous gift of God that it is a kind of salvationwé define
salvation in this case as “rescue”. Indeed, the Nestalment writers,
in rare instances, do use the word “salvation” in thésner (e.qg.
2Tim. 1:8-9; Tit. 3:5; Jude 5). Fairly common as well @ferences
to a present state of “being saved,” with the understgritiat in
these cases the definition of “saved’kgft from committing sin by
the power of the Spitit(cp. 1Cor. 1:18). No biblical writer would
ever have considered someone “being saved” if that parsce living
a sinful life. A believer who is practicing sin isifige lost, not being
saved.

Beyond all contradiction, however, the major biblicake of
“saved” or “salvation” is in reference to being gl@adf with Christ at
the end of the world. The primary emphasis of thecaibiriters was
the preparation of the members of the body of Cluiséteive their
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inheritance: the salvation of their souls. The dpsstever boasted
of already being saved, although they humbly expressed their
confidence that they would be saved in the end (e. ¢ ¥ef7-11).

TwoO ROCKS

This light on salvation will seem, for many, to c@atict the two
most quoted passages of Scripture concerning salvationaf®om
10:9-10 and Acts 16:29-31. These Scriptures provide two classic
examples of misinterpretation of Scriptures becauseadition and
neglect of context.

First, let's consider Romans 10:9-10, in its context:

“For Moses describes the righteousness that is of the
Law, saying, The man who does those things will live
by them But the righteousness that is of faith speaks

this way: Say not in your heart, Who shall ascend into

the heaven (that is, to bring Christ down from above),

or, Who shall descend into the deep? (that is, to bring

up Christ again from the dead)

“But what does it say? The word is near you, even in
your mouth and in your heartthat is, the word of
faith, which we preach, that if you will confess with
your mouth the Lord Jesus and will believe in your
heart that God has raised him from the dead, you will
be saved For with the heart man believes unto
righteousness; and with the mouth confession is made
unto salvatior

After Moses gave Israel the commandments of God ai, 3ia
led them in their forty years of wilderness wanderingsl they
approached the border of the promised land. There nvaidint of
“Canaan’s fair and happy land,” Moses was to die, butbeddre
delivering a final, lengthy sermon to the nation. €hére book of
Deuteronomy is comprised of little else besides ttis d@armon of
Moses. Init, he not only reviewed and restated l&sioents of the
Law (hence the name “Deuteronomy” meaning “second)ldwe’also
summarized Israel's wilderness experiences, along withggmany
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new commandments and exhortations to obedience wigaribssed
Jordan to possess Canaan. And when Moses had remirdedth
all they had learned and experienced, he took a few nismeme to
make clear to Israel that he had given them all teegled to know
in order to do the will of God. God’s word was nowheit hearts,
not hidden in some distant place; therefore, they coul@atiis will
and had no claims on ignorance. Moses said (Deut. 30:11-14),

“For this commandment which | command you this
day is not hidden from you, neither is it far.off is

not in heaven, that you should say, Who will go up for
us to heaven and bring it [the commandment of God]
unto us, so that we may hear it, and do it? Neither is
it beyond the sea, that you should say, Who will go
over the sea for us and bring it to us, that we may
hear it, and do it? But the word is very near you, in
your mouth, and in your heart, that you may do it

The heathen nations around them would have to hear the
commandments and study them if they were ever to knots®all.
But Israel had lived with God’s commandments forty years, and
knew them, and had no need to search for them.

WHAT SINNERS CANNOT DO

This was, as well, the spiritual condition of the Rarbelievers
to whom Paul wrote. Just as Moses was speaking to pebplead
received and learned the Law, Paul was speaking to peogplbadh
received and learned Christ (cp. Rom. 1:7-12). Thus, wieen
(quoting Moses) told the Roman§ay not in your heartWho shall
ascend into heaveii?t was because Christ was already in their
hearts that they needed not send to heaven. ThesaRwmtevers,
like the Israeltes in Deuteronomy, already knew God’s
commandments; they already knew what was required of ihem
order to be saved in the end.
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“The word is near you, even in your mouth, and in
your heart; that is, the word of faith, which we
preach” (Rom. 10:8)

The “word of faith” was already living in the hearfglwe people
to whom Paul was speaking. They already knew the wiliax for
their lives. It was not something hidden or distamtrfthem. It was
simple and clear to their minds. The word which God ladted
long ago in the heart of each of these saints Whaat‘if you [saint of
God] confess with your mouth the Lord Jesus and believe in your
heart that God has raised him from the dead, you [saint of God] will
be saved(Rom. 10:9).

So, in Romans 10:9, Paul was not explaining to sinnewstto
be converted; he was reminding the saints of whatrthesy do to be
saved! Sinners cannot confess Christ. The very act of sin denies
him (cp. Tit. 1:15-16). The only confession a sinnerroake is the
confession of sin! The saints, those in whom Clhigells, are the
ones who are to confess Christ, and they are to déusto
salvation”; that is, to the end.

Consider this question Paul asks in verses 13-14a:

“For whosoever shall call upon the name of the Lord
will be saved How then shall they call on him in
whom they have not believéd?

In other words, an unbeliever cannot do what the Béfters to
as “calling on the name of the Lord.” The biblical g&a“calling
upon the name of the Lord”, is used exclusively of comoatian of
believers with God (e.g. Acts 9:14; 1Cor. 1:2; 2Tim. 2:22; 1Pet.
1:17; see also Zeph. 3:9). What Paul is saying is thgttloalborn-
again people who keep communicating with God will be savéuki
end, for they alone (by God'’s Spirit — Rom. 8:15) are tbéall upon
the name of the Lord.

The confusion of “saved” with “converted” during the tweth
century led to a tragic misunderstanding of Romans 10:9-1¢heln
last half of that century, this error actually becatandard among
millions of believers. It was not used as an exhiondo believers to
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be faithful unto salvation, but as an exhortation toesmrio do
something they cannot do (confess Christ) in ordeeteive what
sinners cannot receive (salvation).

It is not impossible for sinners to repent and be eaed; it is
impossible for them to be saved — unless they firstrteged are
converted. When Paul wrote thattfrist came into the world to save
sinners (1Tim. 1:15), he quickly addedf whom | am chief He
had in mind the mighty love and mercy of God in Christiming and
dying for sinners so that they might find forgiveness, et the end,
be saved from the destruction of the world and the wickadil was
not saying that he was still practicing sin or thahers could expect
to be saved at the end of the world. Instead, heeeadiing the evil
person he had been and the blasphemous acts against Gad he
committed before Jesus stopped him. No sinners wslaled at the
final judgment. Peter points this out with a question:

“For the time is come that judgment must begin at the
house of God And if it first begin at us, what shall
the end be of those who obey not the gospel of God?
And if the righteous scarcely be saved, where shall the
ungodly and the sinner appedr? (1Pet. 4:17-18)

When the twentieth century tradition of defining cosven as
salvation is combined with Romans 10:9-10, those versesela to
be instructing sinners as to how to be converted wBat we rightly
understand what salvation itself is, and when we undetstee Old
Testament context of Romans 10:9-10, it is easy tahseétaul was
speaking to the saints at Romencerning something that yet lay
before them! Those verses are not for sinners; they are fer th
children of God, those who have repented of theirasidshave been
converted.

ACTS16

Having said these things concerning Romans 10:9-10, thefamo
verses from Acts 16:30-31 should need but scant attentidre
context (w. 16-34) clearly shows that the jailor’s sfien, “What
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Believe on the Lord
Jesus Christ, and
thou shalt be saved,
and thy house.

Acts 16:31

must | do to be saveti8hould not be taken to mean, “What must |
do to be converted?” Feeling the tremendous forceeadhthquake,
he thought his city (and himself in particular) was ge&lastroyed by
God for their mistreatment of Paul and Silas. Consety@mthis
scene, he came running into the innermost prison ta péth Paul
and Silas for instructions on how to escape the wohtheir God.
Paul's response was complete:

“Believe on the Lord Jesus Christ,
and you will be saved, and your hotise

No doubt, the jailor was at that moment willing to dstjthat.
My guess is that at that dreadful moment, he would haste wiling
to believe anything Paul said. It is only conjectorg,when Paul told
him to believe in Jesus, the terrified man probablyiedpll do
believe! | do believe! . .. Who is he?”

The jailor needed to know who Jesus was and what he dethan
of him. Paul must have thought so, too. Verses 32-Bdgé¢hat
Paul went to the jailor's house amgpbke unto him the word of the
Lord.” Subsequently, the jailor and his household were egizith
the Spirit)** Thus the jailor beganbtlieving on God with all his
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housé (v. 34). And having begun to believe, the promise tleat h
should be saved was his, if he continued in the faith.

PAUL AND TIMOTHY

A good way to demonstrate the differing attitudes of dabli
saints and modern believers concerning salvation tisisnmanner.
Paul wrote to his beloved fellow-laborer Timothy:

“Take heed to yourself, and to the doctrine; continue
in them For in doing this, you will both save yourself
and those who hear ydu (1Tim. 4:16)

Had Timothy been a typical modern believer, he miglithase
written Paul this response:

Dear Brother Paul,
[ know I'm already saved, and nobody can make me doubt that!

Don’t you remember? You taught me that salvation is not of works
(Eph. 2:8-9)?

Love,
Timothy

SAVED THROUGHFAITH

We are saved by grace through faith; therefore, faighviery
valuable possession. But faith may be weakened or Hostigh
disobedience, neglect, or deception. And with the lbsith, the
hope of salvation is also lost.

Another word for “faith” is “confidence.” And, as witfaith,
confidence is not something we may simply decide weair®y to
have. It is not something that is of the will of maRather, it
naturally arises from a clean heart. Guilt replacat fwhen
disobedience occurs, for guilt itself naturally arisesnfran unclean
heart. Saving confidence, or saving faith, is, tleessfa quality that
exists only in the hearts of children of God who tilean, obedient
lives.

As a young boy, my father was commanded by his fatheave
the kindling chopped by the time he returned from work. ridutte
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day, he not only chopped the kindling but he also shuckecbtime
At sunset, he eagerly was waiting for his father tmetome to see
what he had done. This eagerness is the biblical deiva faith, or
confidence. His heart was clear. He obeyed his fathe
commandment, and then he had “gone the second mile” tiardys
he knew would please his father. John wrote:

“Loved ones, if our heart does not condemn us, we
have confidence toward God, and whatever we ask,
we receive from Him because we keep His
commandments and do the things that are pleasing in
His sight” (1Jdn. 3:21-22)

The opportunities we have to obey God and then go tlemdec
mile to please Him are precious, fleeting opportunitiésneglect to
do good is to become destitute of faith, for faith esgpiritual result
of doing good. Consider this fatherly, compassionat@ration
found in Hebrews:

“Cast not away therefore your confidence, which has
great recompense of reward~or you have need of
patience, that, after you have done the will of God,
you might receive the promisé&or yet a little while,
and he that shall come will come, and will not tarry
Now the just shall live by faith, but if any man draw
back, my soul shall have no pleasure in.hiBut we
are not of them who draw back unto perdition, but of
them that believe unto the saving of the Soul

(Heb. 10:35-39)

This “saving of the soul” is what we hope and live fitris the
reward of righteousness. It is eternal life and ré@sicordingly, it is
the one blessing Satan most envies.

It was not without purpose that the leaders of theesadiaints
strictly warned them to be diligent in prayer, faithpdoess, and love,
and to be perfect and pure and free from every ungodlin€ksy
knew our salvation depended on it! During and since tinat it has
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been one of Satan’s highest priorities to convincthasthis is not
true.

If he can convince us that salvation will be givetheaut regard
to the quality of our lives, then half the battle ofwirgy us into
godless living is won. If he robs our hearts of thgemstanding that
“the wages of sin is death”, then he can easily iabhearts of the
fear of God. And if the fear of God is not a part of tives, evil will
not seem as hateful as it is, for the fear of Godtesehatred for evil
(Prov. 8:13). And if Satan can deceive us into beliethagjsin is not
as dangerous as it is and that holiness is not as psea®it is, his
desire to moderate our zeal for righteousness and clataation will
eventually be accomplished.

Your salvation depends upon your deeds in this life. Bl
message most hated and dreaded by Satan, for that mnlthe
message which will stir people to seek a holiness eé¢fe Lord that
they can know about. If peopieally believe that the kind of life they
live will determine their eternal destiny, they vigar to do evil, learn
to despise it, resist it, stand up against it, and condtesmd that is
exactly what Satan does not want.

For this reason, he persecutes every person whoaadifeoice
speak out against sin. Jesus told his brothers (In. 7:7):

“The world cannot hate you, but it hates me because
| testify of it, that its works are eVil

Yet, inthe face of the hatred of the world and théesafy which
will ensué®, Paul steadfastly commanded God’s childrerhiavé no
fellowship with the unfruitful works of darkness, but rather reprove
thent (Eph. 5:11).

What many believers have been lulled into neglectinthes
hatred of evil and the denunciation of it, both by wand deed. That
is an essential element of true holiness. Tharme lsoliness without
it. And if no holiness, then no hope of ever seeing G1eb. 12:14).

ERRORIN THE NAME OF TRUTH

But not all that at first appears evil may be evitj ant all that
appears to be right is always right\We must bury ourselves in the
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love of God and wisdom of His Spirit in order to learmatvis truly
good (that we might do it) and what is truly evil (tha might hate
it). Paul said that Satan disguises himself as “an antight” (2Cor.
11:14). In other words, he propagates error in the natreedfue
Lord. And the sole reason for his disguise is to gdlireince among
God’s people. Any doctrine or tradition that leavesndfor any
work of darkness is of him.

There are many conflicting doctrines held as true &éythititude
of sects within Christianity. Most of them are doectly from Satan.
They are simply misunderstandings and opinions of merghvare
not usually binding on the soul and are often outgrown aecteally
forsaken. But there is a spirit of bondage that conitéstiae present
confusion of salvation and conversion which men didmant, and
which bondage men are hardly able to escape.

One brother confessed to me that when he first hdasd
message, a spirit of fear troubled him. He was afred.ord would
be angry with him if he confessed that he had notegetived his
salvation, that it was the reward toward which he stasing in
Christ. But it wasn't the Lord’s anger he was sensidgqd he is
today more prepared to receive salvation than he was ldclaimed
he already had it. And had he not been taught that dalcgriror in
the name of Jesus, it would not have bound him afall.it was his
love for Christ and his desire to please him that ezaspelling him
to cling to what he thought Jesus wanted him to beledeconfess.

FuLL CIRCLE

Still, all false doctrines, whether of men or ot&g have one
common characteristic. They all excuse or condonleast one
spiritual blemish in the lives of their adherents.m8times it takes a
while for those blemishes to be made manifest, laytwhll show. As
a result, the adherent to any false doctrine is madaenrable to the
influence of at least one unclean spirit. It is a demge thing to
believe a lie about God.

Jesus said that if we continue to follow him, we wouwlthe to
know the truth, and the truth would set us ffé® 8:31-32}/ The
truth neither condones nor excuses any sin amongittte, ssecause
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the truth is that Christ is sufficient for your perfeatin this present
world (cp. Tit. 2:11-14¥® The truth leaves no room for demonic
influence becauseGod is light, and in Him is no darkness at’all
(1Jn. 1:5b), and.”.as He is, so are we in this waridJn. 4:17b).

As all the New Testament Scriptures show, the doctriirtbe
apostles is that the saints are to be God’s lightteontorld, and any
saint who will not be what the Father has commandredd be will
not be saved. Jesus warned his disciples:

“Let your loins be girded about, and your lights
burning And you yourselves be like men that wait for
their lord, when he will return from the wedding, so
that when he comes and knocks, they may open for
him immediately Blessed are those servants, whom
the lord when he comes will find watchingruly, |

say unto you, that he will gird himself, and make them
to sit down to meat, and will come forth and serve
them And if he comes in the second watch, or come
in the third watch, and find them so, blessed are those
servants And this know, that if the goodman of the
house had known what hour the thief would come, he
would have watched, and not have allowed his house
to be broken through

Be you therefore ready
also, for the Son of manj
iIs coming at an hour
when you think not
Then Peter said to him,
Lord, do you speak this
parable to us, or also to
everyone? And the Lord§
said, Who then is that
faithful and wise
steward, whom his lord
will make ruler over his household, to give them their
portion of meat in due season? Blessed is that
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servant, whom his lord when he comes shall find so
doing Of a truth | tell you, that he will make him
ruler over all that he has But and if that servant
should say in his heart, My lord delays his coming,
and begins to beat the menservants and maidens, and
to eat and drink, and to be drunken, the lord of that
servant will come in a day when he does not look for
him, and at an hour when he is not aware, and will
cut him in sunder, and will appoint him his portion
with the unbelievers (Lk. 12:35-46)

Obedience or disobedience will be the determining fanttire
judgment of every child of God. Salvation or damnatests in the
moral quality of each saint’s life. And so, we argvremme full circle
and are returned to our original question: If we mustHvly lives
in order to receive salvation, how then could Paukkal/salvation
is “not of works™?

PAUL’S GREATESTCHALLENGE

Let us understanahat kind of worksare of no use to help us
attain to salvation. There are many different kindsworks
mentioned in the Bible: works of the flesh, workshaf Spirit, works
of the devil, good works, and others. So, let’s allauIfimself to
tell us what kind of works, or deeds, are no longer ofus®y for
justification before God:

“Therefore by the deeds of the Law there shall no
flesh be justified in his sigfit (Rom. 3:20)

“Therefore we conclude that a man is justified by
faith without the deeds of the Ld&w (Rom. 3:28)

“Knowing that a man is not justified by the works of
the Law, but by the faith of Jesus Christ, even we have
believed in Jesus Christ, that we might be justified by
the faith of Christ, and not by the works of the Law;
for by the works of the Law shall no flesh be
justified” (Gal. 2:16)
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In saying that salvation is “not of works,” Paul wext saying
that salvation is not ojood works. Paul's message was that the
ceremonialorks prescribed by Moses’ Law were no longer of any
value; they were dead works, useless in the soul's prepatatmeet
God. In order for anything to be a work of the Law, ¢héxur
criteria must be met:

1. It must have been ordained by God for men to do
or to make.

2. It must have been ordained during the time in
which the Law was in effect (from Exodus 20 to
Acts 2:4, though it may have been practiced
before or after).

3. It must be ceremonial in nature or purpose.

4. It must point to a spiritual reality.

Physical circumcision, for example, is a work of thewLa
Though given to Abraham before the Law (Gen. 17), it Wss a
commanded by the Law (Lev. 12:2-3), as a ceremonial feadt t
showed a man’s connection to Abraham. It also repted spiritual
circumcision in the heart, as Paul explained to thevmk in Rome
(Rom. 2:28-29).

Using the above criteria for works of the Law, takenedime to
determine for yourself which of the following are werdf the Law
and which are not:

1 the veil in the temple

2 Moses’s rod

3 the Day of Atonement

4. the opening of the Red Sea

5. holy water (Num. 5:17f)

6 David’s sling

7 the passing of the wine and bread at the last supper
8 manna

9. the washing of the disciples’ feet (Jn. 13:4-15)
10. the golden calf (Ex. 32)

11. robes and costumes for worship (Ex. 28:1-4f)
12. the cloud of glory (Ex. 40:34-38)
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13. the Passover
14. the rainbow
15.  water baptism

For reasons which will be made even clearer as we continue, thestorre
answer is that all the odd numbered items are works of the Law and all the
even numbered items are not

The works of the Law were prophecy without words, prophecy
acted out rather than spoken. What they symbolicallgtpgsied was
the kingdom and glory of Jesus Christ; and when he acaredlhis
work, the purpose for having symbolic works is finish@dherefore,
as Paul emphasized, for believers now to perform wdrksed aw
implicitly denies their fulfilment in Christ.

Paul's greatest challenge, and perhaps ours today, was to
communicate to the hearts of God's people that Chtmte is
sufficient. Those who were trying to lead Paul's Gebnverts into
the Law’s symbols were, as he said, only tryitmrhake a fair shew
in the flesh (Gal. 6:12). But more than that, those who had been
spiritually circumcised in heart, who then submitted touwncision
of the flesh, were saying in effect that Christ, firi@llment of that
Old Testament symbol, was insufficient. This is idaul asked the
Galatians having begun in the Spirit, are you now made perfect by
the flesh? (3:3).

The entire Galatian letter has to do with this crugisstion.
Paul had started this Gentile assembly in the ligrtize Spirit, but
others came behind him bringing the message Paul bette@adyhout
his ministry; namely, that it was necessary for & to be
circumcised and obey the Law in order to be saved irnde(cp.
Acts 15).

What Paul could not get so many of his sensitive Jdwathers
to understand was that Christ had not destroyed circamgise had
perfected it. He had not destroyed the sacrificialesys he had
become the perfect sacrifice. He had not destroyedHilgé
Priesthood; he had simply become the perfect High Prigsd so it
was with every other work of the Law. To be in Ghis to be
beyond those carnal symbols. And to have been takémelSpirit
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beyond the works of the Law, and then turn to thempigd
backward and declare that the Christ you met was insuifficto “fall
from grace” (Gal. 5:4).

REMNANTS OFWORKS

All those things being understood, let us look at somgswa
which present day believers are still clinging to remaaf works of
the Law which Christ fulfilled.

First, and most prominent in our day, is water baptikmwas a
work of the Law. It was ordained by God during the tirine Law
(e.g. Lev. 14:8; Mt. 3:1), being a symbolic religious ceneynehich
pointed to the spiritual baptism of Christ.

The earliest believers, composed exclusively of Jeighfly
continued baptizing in water, as well as circumcisindermig
sacrifices, and following every other precept of thevL8ut Paul's
message to the Gentiles was that in Christ, tisebeti one baptism
(Eph. 4:5), and that this one baptism s in spirit (1C&r13) Having
received the spiritual baptism of Jesus, the realityhich Old
Testament water baptism pointed, where then is tletfoea fleshly
baptism? Paul's message, for which he was persecutedtbgaints
and sinners alike, was that the only baptism that sdontsalvation
is Jesus’ baptism of the holy Ghost (cp. 1Be20-21). And to
practice the symbol after being baptized by Chrisoisniply an
insufficiency in Christ’s fulfillment of that work dhe Law.

Another example of a ceremonial work such as the Law
commanded is special robes for worship. Our robe fosko now
is to be the righteousness of God. Choir robes, rhaists, clerical
collars, ministerial drapery, are all extensionsheféra of symbols, a
step backward from Christ. And whoever is involved & tise of
such things simply has not realized the commanding sufGgi of
Christ’s fulfillment of the Law.

THE SUBSTANCEINTENDED

Christ was the master of communicating heavenly deetrsing
earthly motifs. But it is both the blessing and theden of God’s
teachers that in communicating to humans, earthly wandsideas
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must be employed. A blessing, because familiar eaethlities may
communicate the loftiest eternal truths to the simyiddis. A burden,
because most of the time most of the people will sepen the
vehicle used rather than the substance intended.

Consider the washing of the apostles’ feet in John 13:R&ter
asked, Lord, do you wash my feétJesus respondedydu do not
now understand what I’'m doing, but later you’ll understanéeter
obviously knew that Jesus was washing his feet, but henatid
understand what Jesus was really doing. Jesus was sinmgjythes
earthly example of feet washing to communicate a mausessage
which would be understood by them only at a later tinfegnwthe
Spirit came. He was not ordaining foot washing ceressohe was
trying to communicate a spiritual truth to carnal minds!

Such is exactly the case with what is referred td‘hady
communion.” Jesus never intended for his followensetenact the
physical last supper. His giving, and their consumingadhé bread
and wine was merely the earthly vehicle used to conuatena
spiritual reality which they would understand only aftemas gone
and the Spirit had come. The disciples did not know wdgislwas
saying when he told them to eat his flesh and drinkbloisd (Jn.
6:53-56) any more than they knew what he was doing when he
washed their feet. This is what he told his discifiley had to do to
inherit eternal life:

“Therefore, Jesus said to them, Truly, truly, | tell you,
if you don’t eat the flesh of the Son of man and drink
his blood, you do not have life in yotle who eats
my flesh and drinks my blood has eternal life, and |
will raise him up in the last dayFor my flesh is real
food and my blood is real drinkHe who eats my
flesh and drinks my blood abides in me, and | in’him

Anyone can see that Jesus was speaking figuratively IBare.
on that day, many of Jesus’ disciples did not see than, though the
Lord promptly added this explanation:
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“It is the Spirit that gives life; the flesh is worthless
The words that | speak to you, they are spirit, and
they are life” (Jn. 6:63)

It is the Spirit that the saints drink together (1Cb2:13). And
our fellowship with one another is the spiritual brehdt we eat
together!

“I speak as to wise men; carefully measure what.l say
The cup of blessing that we bless, is it not our sharing
in the blood of Christ? The bread that we break, is it
not our partaking of the body of Christ? For we,
being many are one loaf, one body, for we all share in
the one loaf (1Cor. 10:15-17)

LIveD FORUS

The time is passed when we should have understood thege th
and should have been enjoying the liberty of Chrignfo@remonial
works. We should have already understood what “worksedfaiw”
means, and should have spent the time and money wastieelhom
prayer or study or almsgiving or some other work thdtowilint for
good when we face God. The only thing worse than haweq b
entangled with those dead symbols for so long is toirmoato be
entangled with them.

It is rightly proclaimed that Jesus died for us. But hew f
understand that he also lived for us! Born under the foaws, he
was circumcised the eighth day for us, was baptized ianiat us,
kept the holy days and feast days for us, and fulfilledyeatéser work
of the Law for us. And once we are baptized by thatSmio Christ,
God not only considers us to have been crucified with(Riom. 6:6),
buried with him (Rom. 6:4), and risen with him (Col. 2: 12§ also
considers us to have been circumcised with him (Cll)2and to
have fulfiled the Law in every other respect.

Because of Jesus, we do not observe feast days, do not
circumcise in the flesh, baptize in water, or perfanyother work of
the Law. Jesus did all that for us. His doing thosggthmeans we
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need not do them, just as his dying for us means we metienfor
our own sins.He is our righteousness. And he is sufficient.

To refuse Christ is to imply that his work was not godiyo
come to Christ anthenpartake of carnal religious symbols is to imply
that his work was not godgnough

FREE TOOBEY

It is this message of liberty from works of the L#awat was
“twisted,” in Peter’'s words, by “‘ignorant and unstable”nni&o a
doctrine completely contrary to everything the Scriguaed the
Spirit teach, a doctrine with an appeal which has rexd.di

On the basis of Scriptures such as Ephesians 2:8-9, Paul's
message of the worthlessness of works of the Law ka®s b
misrepresented to mean that works of any kind are vesghénd that
the reward of salvation will be given to anyone wha lheen
converted, whether he lives a holy life or not. 3ddignorant,
unstable men” were persuasive, however, and won canwehile
the apostles labored to keep their alluring error froreaging, Jude
wrote:

“I will therefore put you in remembrance, though you

once knew this, how that the Lord, having saved the
people out of the land of Egypt, afterward destroyed
them that believed nét (Jude v. 5)

Paul warned the Corinthians not to listen to clepeakers who
said that one could live an ungodly life and yet inheoitl G kingdom:

“Or do you not know that the unjust will not inherit

God’s kingdom? Do not be deceived; neither the
immoral, nor idolaters, nor adulterers, nor catamites,

nor sodomites, nor thieves, nor greedy folk, nor
drunkards, nor revilers, nor the rapacious, will inherit

the kingdom of Gad (1Cor. 6:9-10)

It was never imagined by Jesus, Paul, Jude, or anybibliter,
that the reward of salvation would be given irrespecti@ne’s
works. Certainly, believers have been freed by #eeifice of Christ
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from works of the Law, but believers are not freedftbe obligation
to work. The body of Christ is indeed free from thedvenitten
ordinances of the Law, but that does not mean that svevitinout
standards or that we may make up our own. That we avermbeli
from the Law of Moses does not mean that we arestswl

By the power of the Spirit, God’s people are free toydbed.
No man without a Spirit-renewed mind can obey Gloecause the
carnal mind is enmity against God, for it is not subject to the Law of
God, neither indeed can b&o then, they who are in the flesh cannot
please God But you are not in the flesh, but in the Spirit, if so be the
Spirit of God dwell in you(Rom. 8:1-9a).

CONCLUSION

God’s children are free to renounce two pernicious digness
from the truth. First, we must refuse fleshly ceree®that waste
our time and money. Water baptismal services arastenof time.
The baptism of Christ is sufficient. Bread and drink uithdbe
consumed at home or given to the poor; when we coméhergéet
us partake of the Lord’s supper, which is the communidwsdflood
(his Spirit) and the communion of his body (our brotlzerd sisters).
Money spent on uniforms for worship is wasted — let us @ut
Christ”, and then come together to worship. And theswil do
when we truly realize that Christ alone is sufficient

We need desperately to move from shadows to the ligttteof
Son, and then to stand firm in the liberty of Chri¥he world needs
to have grace ministered to it; neither ceremony narbsy can
cleanse a soul.

Secondly, we must learn, and teach, that the wagesietieath
— for the saint as well as for the sinner. We héllsaved or lost
depending on our works. If we, through the strength of Goyiiist,
live holy lives, we will someday see our God; but if d@ not do
God’s will, we will be damned. The body must escapedladlaring
doctrines which would have us believe we may livefullilled
spiritual lives and yet be saved in the endor‘if you [God’s people]
live after the flesh, you will die, but if you [God’s people], through
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the Spirit, put to death the deeds of the body, you will (Rem.
8:13).

Peter will conclude this message with this inspired gsion
found in 1Peter:1:17-18:

“And if you call on the Father, who without respect of
persons judges according to every man’s work, pass
the time of your sojourning here in fear, forasmuch as
you know that you were not redeemed with corruptible
things, as silver and gold, from your vain way of life
received by tradition from your fathers, but with the
precious blood of Christ, as of a lamb without blemish
and without spot

Amen
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Footnotes

(Page 6) Ezekiel prophesied during the sixth century B@ T
Exodus most likely took place during the fourteenth cent@y B

(Page 12) The length of time from the possession md&aby
Israel until the time they demanded a king is betweendaodr
five centuries.

(Page 13) Admah and Zeboim were two cities destroydéd w
Sodom and Gomorrah. See Gen. 19:24-25 and Deut. 29:23.

(Page 14) At the time of the latest historical bowkihe Old
Testament (Ezra-Nehemiah), the Medo-Persian Emped tioé

world. At the beginning of the New Testament books, &om
ruled the world. This means that between the timez0&-E
Nehemiah and the time of Jesus, the Medo-Persian Efafbire
Greece ascended and descended as a world power, and Roman
rule spread over the known world. Approximately, the fione

all this involved 400 years.

(Page 14) For example, one may consider the storyeof th
defiled altar in 1Maccabees 4:36-46.

The presence of Anna the prophetess (Lk. 2:36-38) does not
contradict this. She certainly was not a prophet envifin of
Elijah, Isaiah, or the many other well-known prophete were
called to guide or chasten the nation. God’s presensestilla
with Israel to some degree all through this period, abakien
Caiaphas, one of Jesus’ enemies, prophesied under His power
(In. 11:49-52), and healing was, in small measure, provided for
(cp. dn. 5:1-4).
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(Page 29) For purposes of distinction, “tabernacle” shbel
used when referring to the tent of worship which Moses
constructed at Mt. Sinai, and “temple” should only be udaeh
referring to Solomon’s temple in Jerusalem.

(Page 30) For example, compare these similaritieselet
heaven and its earthly counterpart:

Made without hands: 1Kgs. 6:7 with Heb. 9:11
The ark within it:  1Kgs. 6:19 with Rev. 11:19
Foursquare: 1Kgs. 6:20 with Rev. 21:16

Pure gold: 1Kgs. 6:21-22 with Rev. 21:18

The two cherubim: 1Kgs. 6:23, 27, 28

with Zech. 4:3-5, 11-14; Rev. 11:3-4

Cherubim figures: Ex. 26:1, 31; 1Kgs. 6:29, 32, 35;
7:29, 36 with Ps. 68:17; Mt. 26:53; Heb. 12:22;
Rev. 5:11

G. Posts: 1Kgs. 6:33 with Isa. 6:4a

H

l.

moowp»

n

. Foundation: 1Kgs. 7:10 with Rev. 21:19-20
Molten sea: 1Kgs. 7:23 with Rev. 4:6a, 15:2
J. Curtains: Ex. 26:1 with Ps. 104:2; Isa. 40:22

(Page 38) The disciples could not have received the 8piri
John 20:19-23. Jesus here only ordained them (1) to rebeive
Spirit (v. 22), and (2) to go out and begin to preach (v.&1j,
(3) to forgive and retain sins (v. 23). None of thdsags
happened at that time.

It cannot be concluded from Jesus’ words to Mary Magdalene
after his resurrection (Jn. 20:17) that he had alreadyndsd to
the Father, made the eternal sacrifice, been accaptiglorified
by God, and then entered again into his fleshly bodgtiarn to
earth. Some teach that he had done so in order tohgiveoly
Spirit to the ten disciples in this scene (Thomas washsse)
and then, later, returned to the Father in order td baok the
baptism of the Spirit.

Besides this being an unreasonable and inexplicable ofde
events, it contradicts the immense weight of cleaiptscal
evidence. For instance, Jesus told his followerswihait they
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would receive at Pentecost was “the promise of theeFath
(Acts 1:4). But if the disciples received the Spivéfore
Pentecost, then “the promise of the Father” idbyaismof the
Spirit, and not the Spirit itself (contrary to Gal. 3:-lati&ph.
1:13, etc.)

Another minor point. That Jesus could appear into a room
with its doors and windows shut and locked is not the piratf
some suppose it is that the Lord was in a glorified badgrb
his ascension. After all, which takes more poweddo to
appear in a room with locked doors or to walk on watks8us
had that kind of miracle-working power the entire tineewas
here on earth. Moreover, Philip was involved in a/\&milar
miracle in the book of Acts, and he certainly wal istihis
fleshly body (Acts 8:39-40).

(Page 44) As will be explained in detalil later, this Wwacause
water baptism was a work of the Law — to which allsJébut
only Jews) were obligated.

(Page 48) That Gentiles who were converted had besmseld
sufficiently by the blood of Christ to be worthy ofcaptance
into the fellowship of the rest of the (Jewish) badyelievers
without submitting to the rites of the Mosaic Law ismathan
a socio-religious issue between Jews and non-Jews rtatter
that goes to the heart of the gospel. Paul understobi Wes
no less than a question of the degree of the sufficehCrist
for our salvation.

The issue is this: Is Jesus Christ, by himself, abkanctify
the Gentiles so completely that they are fit compamy f
sanctified Jews, who were ritually pure according td_the of
Moses? It was Paul's contention that whether a passew or
Gentile, the Law’s ceremonies were irrelevant eoghestion of
justification before God. Paul's astonishing and mudieda
doctrine was that by the holy Spirit, Christ clears®s Jew and
Gentile through faith (Rom. 3:28-30), without the employment
of any ceremony whatsoever. Whether one is circsedcor
uncircumcised is no longer relevant, as concerns beagpgable
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11.

with God (Gal. 5:6). This was a revolutionary doctring, Paul
was adamant: Jesus Chradoneis able to suppleverything
anybody needs be pure in God’s sight and prepared to meet
God in peace.

We may approach the same truth in this manner: Gogisrte
Abraham’s worship upon the high places of Canaan (Ger- 12:
8). But when, under the Law of Moses, God ordained Jersal
and the temple to be the acceptable place of worshipcéme
idolatrous for men to worship in high places as Abratian(cp.
Deut. 12:1-14; Jer. 2:19-20; 3:1-6; Ezek. 6:1-7). Later, God
again moved the acceptable place of worship, this tihefdhe
ceremonies and forms required by the Law and into that Spir
(JIn. 4:19-24), and, in time, it became idolatrous for éwesto
continue serving God according to the Law of Moses. tfh@®r
Gentiles, it was idolatrous even to start worshipingd Go
according to Moses’ Law, for it never was for them.

Now, for us all, Jew and Gentile, to worship God inisjsy
and will remain forever, the only acceptable way tarship.
The Law'’s rites are now “dead works”.

This issue is Paul's major concern in his letterthé&osaints in
Rome, Galatia, and Colossae, while it plays a majter in the
books of Ephesians, Philippians, and Hebrews. Theissiso
touched on, in his other letters. The arrogance olyraathe
Jews against the Gentiles is often mentioned by Piaubne
case, he says that he has even been forbidden bgwiseto so
much as speak to Gentiles (1Thes. 2:14-16).

Considering the attitude of his contemporaries, espgthal
attitude of the community of faith at that time, Padésermined
preaching to the Gentiles is indication of his deteatmm to
obey God and make the Gentiles aware of their newlytgga
privilege to eternal life, apart from the Law and gseznonies.

(Page 53) Receiving the Spigtconversion, for f any man
have not the Spirit of Christ, he is none of (i Bom. 8:9). That
the baptism of the Spirit is when the Spirit is reedivs an
important point. This may be more easily understood with



12.

13.

14.

15.

16.

17.

18.

89

reference to Romans 8:9. With that Scripture in mpidase
read the stories in Acts which include baptism of thiet3Acts

2, 8,9, 10, 19), asking the question, “When did those people
receive the Spirit?”

(Page 59) With the exception of Joshua and Calekgithtuf
spies. See Numbers 13, 14.

(Page 62) The bride of Christ is not the entire bodywikt.
Rather, the bride of Christ will be comprised of themmbers of
the body who have been faithful to God until death.

(Page 69) Paul would not have baptized a Gentile with water
That would have been contrary to everything he taught th
Gentiles. Jesus did not send Paul with Peter's gosp&hwh
included John’s water baptism, so that he would haveZeapti
Gentiles with water, as Peter once did (1Cor. 1:13-17; Acts
10:46-48).

(Page 72) Though not much preached now, it is an infegtal
of the gospel that those who obey it willithout exception
suffer for doing so. (Mt. 5:10-12; 2Cor. 1:3-7; Phip. 1:29;
2Thes. 1:5; 2Tim. 2:12; 3:10-13; 1Pet. 4:1, 12-19).

(Page 72) To discern between good and evil is notfeasy
young converts to do. According to Hebrews 5:14, it cdy on
be accomplished by those who are of full age in Christ.

(Page 73) It is important to note that Jesus did npttdayhat
beginsto follow me is free.” He said rather that if weuwd
continuein his word, we would learn the truth and be made free
(In. 5:31-32). Babes in Christ, Paul said, are still ofmnal
mind (1Cor. 3:1-2). It takes time for the mind of Christ t
develop in us. See Ephesians 4:11-16, and note #16 above.

(Page 74) Perfection in Christattainable in this life. It is
commanded of us by Jesus in Matthew 5:48. Of course, not
even Jesus achieved the kind of perfection that cammaliged
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men expect. But perfection before God is provided fahén
atonement and is expected of the saints.





