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There are many encumbrances to sound, impartial judgment — peikesard
dislikes, family connections, financial considerations, and lackmisleading information,
to name a few. A man who is not blinded by such things is descrilaefjuss’ man in the
Scriptures, and he is invaluable to everyone with whom he is a&gsbciBhe man who is
able to arrive at a balanced conclusion, unclouded by irrelevaetiaiais a just man.
Many times have | seen people unable to bring themselves to ctid@éssh of the gospel
because they realized that if they did, then their deceased motagrariwould be left out.
They were unable to judge rightly because personal feelings ietrfar reality, it makes
not the least bit of difference what Grandma and Grandpa belid\edtruth is the truth,
regardless of whether all men or no man believes it. But mkmy their desire for loved
ones to be saved to override their reason, and they deny the gospas tifeihdenial of it
will make it go away. But this way of thinking is the markaofunjust man.

| will say it now as | have said it a thousand times beforewalhday thousands of
times again, if God will allow it: The baptism of the holy 8p#the new birth. No one is
born again without it. There is no way to get around the facthbdiaptism of Spirit that
Jesus gives is the only way into his body (1Cor. 12:13). And even thitre, @md, only
those with that baptism who have done the will of God will be sa@eike frequently, the
response we receive from such statements is, “How many othee peagh that?” or, “Who
else believes that besides you?” And | know right away that deahng with an unjust
person, one who is influenced by irrelevant matters. What differdoes it make, how
many people believe anything? The only relevant issue is, flsei®'t

Being unjust is condemned as evil in no uncertain terms in the Bile. frequent
expression of injustice is demonstrated in financial mattersieAnmerchants sometimes
had two sets of weights by which they measured their goods. édmas “just” and the
other was “unjust”. The just weights were used when the cestaras aware of the
possibility of fraud. The unjust, or “diverse” weights were uskdmdealing with a naive,
unsuspecting customer. The customers would be charged for a aeitgihof mutton, for
example, but the weights used to weigh the meat were sligltliatge and cheated the
customer out of a few ounces of their meat. This evil prasticentioned several times in
the Bible. It must have been a fairly common practice.

Through Moses, God said to the merchants and everyone else who méasgsed
for sale, “Thou shalt not have in thy bag diverse weights, a gnelea small. Thou shalt not
have in thine house diverse measures, a great and a smatho8shalt have a perfect and
just weight, a perfect and just measure shalt thou havd-or. all that do such things, and
all that do unrighteously, are an abomination unto the Lord thy God” (Dt. 28)13And
again, “Ye shall do no unrighteousness in judgment, in meteyard, ghtwer in measure.
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Just balances, just weights, a just ephah, and a just hin, staVge | am the Lord your
God, which brought you out of the land of Egypt” (Lev. 19:35-36). Itematto God,
because it matters to our neighbors, how we conduct ourselves in busines

Solomon paid close attention to the behavior of men. God gave am@olthe
wisdom to see men and nature as God saw them, and he madatis®moncerning
unjust business practices, such as these: “A false balarteenmsnation to the Lord, but a
just weight is his delight. . . . Diverse weights and digeneasures, both of them are alike
abomination to the Lord. . . . Diverse weights are an abomintithe Lord, and a false
balance is not good.”

This unjust spirit, connected by Moses and Solomon with crooked businggsgsrac
permeates all the institutions of men, so much so that Paul cosddmse in the
congregation who resort to lawsuits to settle their differensaging that they were
appealing to “the unjust” for judgment (1Cor. 6:1-3). The body of Chhistild be the
epitome of perfect judgment, condoning no sin among its member and uedsham
commending right deeds among the saints as well as among thoseewhitsade the faith.
What is right is right, whoever does it. And wrong is wrong, whoeoes it.

There is no respect of persons either with God or with godly peopl#ho$se among
the saints who are given the responsibility of making judgments atinesgints, God gave
this clear directive (Dt. 16:18-20): “Thou shalt not wrest [pe}yedgment. Thou shalt not
respect persons, neither take a [bribe], for a [bribe] doth blieceyes of the wise and
pervert the words of the righteous. That which is altogethesiadt thou follow.”

Any man in a position of authority in the body of Christ should be extremelypaa
concerning presents or favors because even if unintentionatalganinded person always
has an ulterior motive for what he gives. Every unconvertesopeon earth, and even
born-again people until they mature in Christ, give what they givarf underlying reason,
usually holding a false hope that some unclean thing in their livieisanoverlooked. Until
the mind of Christ is developed in an individual, it is impossibléiforto love with the love
of God or to give with the heart of God, without some self-sepimgose. And far, far too
often, it is a strategy that has succeeded in its intentibasn certain that fear of losing
financial support has shut more mouths of ministers than all othatsfa@mbined.

As a wise elder nearing death, King David was moved upon by the@&bod to
speak these words of timeless, sound wisdom (2Sam. 23:1-3): “ThteoSihie Lord spake
by me, and his word was in my tongue. The God of Israel said, theoRtsrael spake to
me, ‘He that ruleth over men MUST BE JUST, ruling in the tdaGod.”

A just man is affected by nothing but what is relevant to theemafthe judges in
Israel were forbidden to consider either the poverty or the weadtimain in consideration
of his case (Lev. 19:15), nor were they to consider whether hedbeigrier or an Israelite
(Lev. 24:22). What is right is right, and what is wrong is wroAgust man understands
this and will not allow his judgment to become clouded by matters vafiebt his heart.
In other words, he recognizes the difference between the wajshesnthings were and
what they are. A man’s fervent desire that his son be right®od does not make that son
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right. A woman’s wishing that her parents loved God doesn’t niage, even if she
pretends that it is true. A just man will feel grief mtran an unjust man because the just
man is not inclined to deceive himself concerning the spiritual cgonaif his loved ones.
An unjust man lies to himself and comforts himself with his ows) igpparently supposing
that his thoughts affect the reality of life, but they do nots tinly for the just man that
Jesus said, “Blessed are they that mourn, for they shall be cedhfor just man would
rather suffer the pain and see things the way they really areatharto himself and trust

in a false comfort. For though the wisdom of God brings the sndfer confessing the
truth, the just man knows that the curse of God abides on the houseiofusieman (Prov.
3:33).

A great benefit of being just is that as we walk in the lgflitod’s word and shun
the vain hope of our own opinions, earth’s confused maze of lies andidecereasingly
understandable. Solomon said it in these words: “The path of the assthe shining light,
that shineth more and more unto the perfect day.” My friend, if yowidneg to confess
the truth about yourself and those you love, whatever it may be, you cafote@kd to
understanding more perfectly the events which are happening about you i@vgbaldng
with Jesus. As we cling to the truth of our situations, wanlbgiexperience why things are
the way they are. An unjust man can never make sense oéhigi®as. He is too occupied
with trying to twist them into positions more acceptable to hims#i own will gets in his
way and leads him into hell.

“The memory of the just is blessed”, wrote Solomon, “butriém@e of the wicked
shall rot” (Prov. 10:7). Though some persecute the just man bdwawdénot follow them
in believing lies, when he is gone, they will sorely miss himanother proverb, the wise
man indicated that the just man who reproves another for wrong-doitet@ribe respected
more than the unjust man who flatters with his tongue (28:23). Arahather place,
Solomon reminds us that even though a just man errs seven hienesl| rise again to
righteousness, but an unjust man falls and stays fallen (Prov. 24i8)is true because
a just man will judge himself rightly; that is, he will gbat he has fallen and confess it to
himself. An unjust man, on the other hand, will make excuses atudjtrstify his ungodly
actions. The just man will be forgiven because he repents, thifeol wallows in sin and
excuses himself. Some other characteristics of a just iman @ us in the Scriptures are
the following:

1. Reliability. A just man will do unto others as he would have them do unto him.
Therefore, he can be depended upon to do a good job, or to keep a confidence, or
faithfully relay a message.

Prov. 25:19, 13.

2. Faithfulness. He does not make judgments about his friend or neighbor without
having all the information. In other words, gossip does not affecjudgment
because it will not move him to make a premature decisios.wHrd is his bond.

If you are depending on him for anything, he will not let you down. Héreaés



“speak the truth in his heart”.
Ps. 15:1-4; 1Tim. 5:19.

3. Purity. His position on moral matters is clear. His faithfulneskis friends and
neighbors is only a reflection of his faithfulness to God.
Prov. 29:27; Ps. 15:4a.

4. Courage. As opposed to the unjust, the just man desires to have his thoughts and
intentions examined. Therefore, he is unafraid to speak his mindydwy but
plainly. He is not fearful of being proved wrong because he wantsta i if he is
wrong.

Prov. 18:17.

5. Love. A just man will never tilt the scales of judgment in his dawor against his
brother because the love of God won't allow for it. He wouldenasuffer wrong
than to wrong another.
1Thess. 4:6; 1Cor. 6:7.

6. Mercy. When Joseph discovered that Mary was pregnant with Jesus, he cauld hav
taken her before the judges and had her condemned, and possibly stonethimit his
for God and for her deferred his anger and he decided to divorce rethysdaeing
“a just man”. A just man does not reveal damaging truth abmthear’s sins,
because he would not want such to be done to him.

Mt. 1:18-19; Prov. 11:13, 9.

These things we are learning as we pursue the right wayslajdrithe May God give
us grace to put them all into action, for we are plainly toldttieadlifference between those
who will be saved from the coming wrath of God and those wiidowilost in eternal
torment is that some behave justly and others do not (Mt. 13:47-50).



